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Preface 


Encouraging  the  study  of  books  is  a  principal  aim  of  the 
Center  for  the  Book  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  The  center  was 
created  as  a  public-private  partnership  by  Congress  in  1977  to 
stimulate  public  interest  in  books,  reading,  and  the  printed 
word.  In  pursuit  of  this  goal,  the  center  spQnsorVa' varied  pro¬ 
gram  of  projects  of  interest  to  scholars  and  the  general  public. 

The  scholarly  side  of  the  center’s  activities  includes  lectures, 
conferences,  publications,  and  joint  projects  with  other  institu¬ 
tions  and  with  the  Library  of  Congress’s  subject  divisions.  The 
center’s  major  contributions  to  the  increasingly  popular  field  of 
book  history  include  the  Engelhard  Lectures  on  the  Book, 
cosponsored  with  the  Library’s  Rare  Book  and  Special 
Collections  Division,  and  books  resulting  from  symposia,  such 
as  Literacy  in  Historical  Perspective  (1983),  Getting  the  Books  Out: 
Papers  of  the  Chicago  Conference  on  the  Book  in  Nineteenth- Century 
America  (1987),  Publishing  and  Readership  in  Revolutionary  France 
and  America  (1993),  and  The  Book  in  the  Islamic  World  (1995).  In 
addition,  Alice  D.  Schreyer’s  History  of  Books:  A  Guide  to  Selected 
Resources  at  the  Library  of  Congress  (1987)  is  a  pioneering  intro¬ 
duction  to  one  institution’s  resources  for  the  study  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  book  and  allied  fields. 

The  preparation  of  this  handbook  was  suggested  by  Librarian 
of  Congress  James  H.  Billington  to  Jonathan  Rose  and  myself  at 
a  conference,  “Libraries  and  Reading  in  Times  of  Cultural 
Change,”  held  in  Vologda,  Russia,  in  June  1996.  Rose,  who  was 
then  president  of  the  Society  for  the  History  of  Authorship, 
Reading,  and  Publishing  (SHARP),  immediately  thought  of 
Ronald  and  Mary  Zboray  as  potential  authors. 
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The  result  is  this  compact,  clearly  written  introduction  to  the 
subject  and  literature  of  book  history.  The  importance  of  the 
field,  according  to  the  Zborays,  resides  in  “a  simple  fact:  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation,  books  and  other  print 
materials  are  the  most  prevalent  and  articulate  cultural  artifacts.” 
This  handbook  is  an  insightful  overview  and  survey  which  will 
stimulate  further  interest  in  books,  reading,  and  the  printed 
word. 

The  Center  for  the  Book  is  grateful  to  Ronald  and  Mary 
Zboray  for  this  thoughtful  contribution  to  book  history  and 
print  culture  studies.  Its  publication  is  made  possible  by  a  finan¬ 
cial  contribution  to  the  Center  for  the  Book  by  its  founder,  his¬ 
torian  Daniel  J.  Boorstin,  who  served  as  Librarian  of  Congress 
from  1975  to  1987.  The  Daniel  J.  and  Ruth  F.  Boorstin  Fund, 
established  when  Dr.  Boorstin  retired  in  1987,  supports  several 
key  Center  for  the  Book  activities. Thanks  to  the  Boorstins,  we 
are  able  to  share  the  work  of  Ronald  and  Mary  Zboray  with  a 
wide  audience. 

The  Center  for  the  Book  is  a  catalyst  in  the  world  of  books 
and  print  culture.  It  operates  primarily  through  partnerships 
with  affiliated  state  centers,  national  educational  and  civic 
groups,  and  academic  and  research  organizations.  Since  1977, 
the  center  has  published  more  than  forty  books  and  fifty  pam¬ 
phlets.  Information  about  the  Center  for  the  Book  and  its  pro¬ 
grams,  publications,  and  partnership  networks  can  be  found  on 
the  center’s  web  site:  <http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook>. 

JohnY.  Cole 

Director 

Center  for  the  Book 
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I.  Introduction 


On  a  Tuesday  evening  in  1858,  Christopher  Keith,  an  unem¬ 
ployed  platmaker  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  wrote  in  his 
diary  about  a  cherished  piece  of  printed  matter: 

I  have  been  reading  the  Dial  published  som4  few,years  ago 
by  the  transcendentalists.  It  is  beautifully  written  and  con¬ 
tains  some  very  fine  literary  pieces.  It  was  a  good  publica¬ 
tion  in  its  day  but  did  not  have  a  long  life.  It  was  edited  by 
Emerson  and  a  few  others  of  the  same  stamp.  It  is  a  very 
good  volume  to  read  now  although  it  has  attained  some 
considerable  age.  But  that  is  the  case  usually  with  works  of 
real  merit;  they  are  like  wine — they  improve  by  age.  So  may 
I  I  [sic]  grow  wiser  and  better  as  life  wears  away. 

Having  found  or  perhaps  borrowed  a  worn  copy  of  the  Dial  that 
was  probably  nearly  twenty  years  old,  Keith  discovered  he  could 
still  enjoy  the  “beautiful”  writing  and  literary  quality,  but  he  also 
mourned  the  aging  of  the  once  fresh  and  avant-garde  periodi¬ 
cal.  He  furthermore  compared  it  with  himself,  a  living  human 
being  who,  like  the  Dial,  was  also  growing  older.  “So  may  I 
grow  wiser  and  better,”  he  hoped,  and  “improve  by  age.”  To 
Keith’s  mind,  printed  materials  are  like  people:  they  are  born 
and  they  age — preferably  for  the  better — and  they  eventually 
wear  away.1 

Keith’s  observations  about  books  are  wise  ones,  for  books  are 
indeed  like  people  in  that  they  are  created,  they  have  a  life  span 
in  which  they  move  about  and  change  physically,  and  they  grow 
old.  Books,  however,  have  the  advantage  of  an  existence  that 
often  stretches  over  centuries,  for  we  still  can  find  some  books 
that  were  born  of  the  first  printing  presses  of  the  fifteenth 
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century.  Although  many  books  live  longer  than  people,  book 
history  is  like  human  history — or  biography — in  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  study  a  book’s  life  span.  We  can  learn  about  how  it  came 
into  being:  who  authored  it,  and  how  it  was  printed,  sewn  to¬ 
gether,  bound,  and  published.  We  can  ask  where  it  traveled 
through  life,  how  it  passed  through  the  hands  of  peddlers  or  the 
racks  of  bookstores  and  into  the  collections  of  libraries  or  pri¬ 
vate  owners.  We  can  then  find  out  how  a  book  became  part  of 
people’s  lives  when  they  brought  it  into  their  homes  to  read,  let¬ 
ting  it  “speak”  to  them  as  they  read  it,  enjoying  its  company,  dis¬ 
agreeing  with  it  sometimes,  completely  misunderstanding  it  at 
others,  remembering  a  few  of  its  most  vibrant  characteristics, 
and,  perhaps,  learning  something  new  from  it. 

We  can  always  learn  something  new  from  books.  They  pre¬ 
vent  us  from  becoming  solipsistic  or  preoccupied  and  limited  by 
our  own  peculiar  way  of  seeing  the  world.  Harriet  Low,  an 
American  living  in  China  in  1831,  said  it  well  when  she  wrote 
in  her  diary,  “What  should  I  do  it  if  it  were  not  for  books?  I  am 
sure  I  should  get  quite  sick  of  my  own  company.”2  It  still  rings 
true  today.  Books  remind  us  that  we  are  not  the  center  of  the 
world,  but  they  also  assure  us  that  we  are  not  alone.  When  we 
read  a  book  written  by  someone  else,  we  listen  to  that  person’s 
thoughts,  compare  them  to  our  own,  and  ponder  them.  But  we 
do  not  only  have  to  read  a  book  to  share  its  company.  We  can 
also  look  at  its  illustrations,  its  bindings,  its  paper,  or  its  print,  and 
in  these  we  can  discover  something  new  as  well:  how  the  book 
was  produced.  When  we  walk  into  a  library  to  borrow  books  or 
into  a  bookstore  to  buy  them,  we  find  out  something  new,  too: 
about  how  books  are  disseminated  or  made  available  for  us  to 
borrow  or  own. 

This  handbook  offers  one  way  of  learning  something  new 
from  books  by  understanding  their  production,  dissemination, 
and,  finally,  consumption,  through  our  reading  of  them.  Anyone 
who  is  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  history  of  printed 
matter  can  become  a  historian  of  books  by  applying  some  tried- 
and-true  methodologies  or  even  inventing  a  new  approach.  It 
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does  not  necessarily  take  specialized  knowledge  to  study  books. 
People  from  various  fields — communications,  education,  his¬ 
tory,  journalism,  library  science,  and  literature — all  share  an  in¬ 
terest  in  book  history.  In  fact,  book  history  is  sometimes  called 
“print  culture,”  to  emphasize  its  scope,  which  includes  all 
printed  matter  and  the  world  that  surrounds  it.  Individuals  such 
as  collectors,  booksellers,  and  independent  scholars  are  also  in¬ 
volved  with  the  history  of  books.3  What  is  most  intriguing 
about  the  field  is  its  all-encompassing  nature,  which  draws  to¬ 
gether  people  with  diverse  interests  and  accomplishments. 

This  handbook  will  present  various  methodologies  for  study¬ 
ing  book  history.  In  a  small  space,  it  attempts  to  provide  breadth 
of  scope  by  weighing,  comparing,  and  contrasting  the  various 
approaches  to  book  history,  primarily  in  the  United  States. 
Although  the  field  of  book  history  has  global  dimensions,  this 
handbook  is  chiefly  concerned  with  the  study  of  books  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  country.  It  also  points  out  standard  sources  that  can 
bemused  as  starting  points  for  discovering  one’s  own  path 
through  book  history.  Readers  may  develop  their  own  method¬ 
ologies  and  use  materials  within  easy  reach:  book  and  magazine 
collections,  materials  from  local  public  libraries  or  historical  so¬ 
cieties,  even  old  letters  in  the  attic.  A  home  computer  with  ac¬ 
cess  to  web  pages  and  on-line  library  catalogs  may  prove  useful 
as  well,  but  mainly  as  a  research  tool,  for  this  handbook  is  not 
aimed  at  the  study  of  electronic  texts.  Although  the  “no  longer 
so  new”  technology  of  the  Internet  may  seem  to  be  replacing 
texts  made  of  ink  and  paper,  many  observers  expect  that  “the 
book  will  be  with  us  for  many  centuries  to  come.”4  Despite 
widespread  reliance  upon  computers  for  information  today, 
most  of  human  history  has  been  intertwined  with  the  history  of 
printed  materials,  and  this  handbook  addresses  that  history. 

A.  WHY  IS  BOOK  HISTORY  IMPORTANT? 

Book  history  owes  its  significance  to  a  simple  fact:  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States  as  a  nation,  books  and  other  print  materials 
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are  the  most  prevalent  and  articulate  cultural  artifacts.  Paintings, 
music,  architecture,  or  other  cultural  expressions  can  be  evoca¬ 
tive,  but  they  do  not  “speak”  as  directly  as  print  does.  Manu¬ 
script  materials,  especially  letters  and  diaries,  of  course,  are 
articulate  (and  offer  insights  that  printed  materials  cannot),  but 
for  the  most  part  they  have  a  limited  circulation.  Print  is  much 
more  a  collective  product,  and  it  addresses  a  public.  Insofar  as 
print  crosses  regions,  demographic  categories,  ethnicities,  races, 
genders,  and  occupations,  it  can  offer  insights  into  the  life  of 
Americans  as  a  people. 

The  study  of  print  thus  offers  a  wide-angle  view  of  American 
civilization.  Print  touches  upon  nearly  every  one  of  the  many 
specialized  areas  of  human  endeavor  in  our  society.  Whether 
among  scientists  or  race-car  aficionados,  much  information  ex¬ 
change  occurs  through  print.  And  because  print  is  a  more  or  less 
permanent  record,  it  provides,  in  the  words  of  John  Y.  Cole,  a 
“storehouse”  from  which  future  generations  may  draw.5  In  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  libraries  across  the  country,  readers  may  go  to  this 
storehouse  and  draw  from  it.  Researchers  can  move  quickly 
through  various  bodies  of  knowledge  and  expression  to  obtain 
pictures  of  infinite  detail  or  of  bird’s-eye  generalization. 

B.  WHAT  IS  THE  FIETD  ABOUT? 

The  several  disciplines  that  touch  book  history  all  share  an  un¬ 
derstanding:  printed  artifacts  do  not  give  direct  insight  into  the 
past;  rather,  that  insight  is  mediated.  That  is  to  say,  meaning  does 
not  leap  directly  from  writers’  to  readers’  minds  through  printed 
pages,  but  rather  is  produced  through  interventions,  or  media¬ 
tions.  For  example,  a  writer  writes  for  a  “market”;  editors  and 
publishers  shape  and  reconfigure  the  writer’s  work  into  book 
form  and  decide  upon  its  packaging  and  distribution;  book¬ 
sellers  display  the  book  where  potential  buyers  may  be  likely  to 
see  it;  finally,  different  readers  understand  the  book  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  By  the  time  the  book  is  read,  it  has  traveled  through 
many  such  mediations.  Some  scholars  see  these  mediations  as 
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distortions — -just  as  messages  become  mangled  when  whispered 
from  person  to  person  in  a  line — but  book  historians  take  these 
mediations  as  their  principal  object  of  study.  Why?  Because  the 
mediations  of  producers,  disseminators,  and  consumers  of 
printed  materials  provide  insight  into  how  a  society  produces 
meaning. 


C.  OVERVIEW  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIELD 

The  study  of  printed  books  is  nearly  as  old  as  printing  itself, 
which  in  the  Western  world  dates  to  the  fifteenth  century. 
Today’s  book  history,  however,  originated  in  a  nineteenth- 
century  intellectual  practice  called  “historicisrm”  Historicism 
had  exhorted  researchers  to  pile  up  details  about  the  past  until 
a  picture  emerged  that  expressed  a  Zeitgeist ,  or  spirit  of  the  age. 
Such  researchers  sought  to  know  as  much  as  possible  about  au¬ 
thors  and  their  books  before  venturing  interpretations  of  what 
was^  written  on  the  page.  They  used  this  knowledge  to  evaluate 
works  and  understand  them. 

Modernist  critics  in  the  early  twentieth  century  attacked  this 
literary  historicism.  They  argued  that  interpretation  can  begin 
without  a  mountain  of  biographical  and  bibliographical  detail. 
Believe  the  tale  (the  “text”),  they  held,  not  the  teller,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  teller’s  publisher.  Rather  than  inquire  about  au¬ 
thorship,  publishing,  or  reading,  these  critics  read  texts  closely  to 
understand  form  and  structure.  Biography  and  bibliography 
thus  became  marginalized. 

The  history  of  the  book  is  not  simply  a  return  to  the  earlier 
tradition,  however,  but  part  of  a  “new  historicism.”What  makes 
it  new  is  that  it  rejects  the  notion  of  a  Zeitgeist  common  to  nearly 
all  participants  in  a  culture.6  New  historicists  tend  to  see  culture 
as  a  field  of  contests,  contradictions,  and  interests  rooted  in 
specific  conditions.  For  book  historians,  this  means  that  people 
must  navigate  among  conflicting  authorities  expressed  through 
print;  in  some  cases,  readers  may  use  print  to  “fashion”  them¬ 
selves,  their  very  identities.7  The  rich  diversity  of  print  materials 
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thus  does  not  challenge  book  historians  to  devise  an  all-en¬ 
compassing  cultural  interpretation  that  reduces  historical  expe¬ 
rience  to  overly  simple  structures.8  Rather,  these  historians  find 
the  details  of  the  production,  dissemination,  and  reception  of  a 
printed  text  to  be  important  in  and  of  themselves. 

We  can  best  understand  the  development  of  American  book 
history  as  a  transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  historicism.This 
occurred  in  four  consecutive,  overlapping  phases:  antiquarian, 
consensus,  neo-consensus,  and  new  historicist. 

The  antiquarian  phase,  which  dates  at  least  to  Isaiah  Thomas’s 
History  of  Printing  in  America  (1810),  saw  the  accumulation  of  in¬ 
formation  about  printers  and  their  imprints.  The  phase  culmi¬ 
nates  in  the  work  of  Douglas  C.  McMurtrie,  who  not  only 
compiled  state  imprints  with  Works  Progress  Administration 
(WPA)  funding  in  the  1930s,  but  also  popularized  the  topic 
through  radio  appearances.  He,  along  with  Hellmut  Lehmann- 
Haupt,  Ruth  Shepard  Graniss,  Lawrence  Wroth,  and  others, 
forged  the  welter  of  facts  into  a  narrative  of  the  development  of 
production  and  dissemination  of  American  books.  It  was  a  story 
aimed  at  collectors,  rare-book  librarians  and  dealers,  biblio¬ 
graphers,  and  people  interested  in  Americana. 

The  consensus  phase  emerged  during  World  War  II.  As  many 
U.S.  historians  embraced  intellectual  history,  arguing  that 
Americans  had  always  agreed  on  issues  that  mattered,  some 
book  historians  lent  support  to  this  view.  Two  examples  of  this 
phase  are  James  D.  Hart  and  Frank  Tuther  Mott,  who  in  the  late 
1940s  plumbed  the  nature  of  American  reading  taste.  William 
Charvat  went  the  furthest  among  this  group:  he  struggled  to 
find  a  rationale  for  an  independent  history  of  publishing,  but 
ultimately  gave  up,  as  he  realized  in  1959  that  publishing  his¬ 
tory  was  “relevant  to  literary  history  only  in  so  far  as  it  can  be 
shown  to  be,  ultimately,  a  shaping  influence  on  literature.” 9  It 
would  be  left  to  John  Tebbel  in  the  1970s  to  write  the  monu¬ 
mental  culmination  of  the  first  two  phases  of  book  history.  The 
audience  for  such  works  was  broad,  but  mostly  focused  in 
academe. 
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By  the  time  Tebbel  published  the  final  volume  of  his  history 
in  1981,  the  neo-consensus  phase  had  emerged.  Researchers  in 
this  phase  reacted  to  a  movement  called  the  new  social  history, 
which  celebrated  diversity,  local  history,  and  the  use  of  quanti¬ 
tative  methods,  and  downplayed  the  formal  printed  discourse 
that  had  absorbed  consensus  historians.  Using  largely  qualitative 
methods,  neo-consensus  book  historians  stressed  cultural 
unification  through  print,  the  role  of  the  Protestant  vernacular 
as  a  dominant  cultural  force,  and  the  convergence  of  high  and 
low  culture  on  a  consensual  middle  ground.10  They  placed  lit¬ 
tle  emphasis  on  issues  of  race,  class,  and  gender. 

This  phase  emerged  in  the  shadow  of  significant  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  history  of  the  book  in  Western  Europe.  Two  of  the 
most  influential  figures  were  Americans.  One  was  Robert 
Darnton,  who  introduced  the  field  to  many  American  aca¬ 
demics;  his  Business  of  Enlightenment,  published  in  1979,  was  an 
artful  demonstration  of  the  practices  of  the  histoire  du  livre  school 
in  I^rance.The  other  was  Elizabeth  Eisenstein,  whose  book,  The 
Printing  Press  as  an  Agent  of  Change,  appeared  in  the  same  year  as 
Darnton  s  and  picked  up  on  themes  popularized  in  the  1960s  by 
Marshall  McLuhan,  though  with  a  lucidity  never  reached  by 
him.  But  these  American  developments  paled  before  those  in 
France,  especially  as  seen  in  the  four-volume  Histoire  de  V edition 
fran^aise  (1983—86).  By  the  end  of  the  decade  several  similar 
multi-volume  collaborative  histories  of  the  book  were  in  the 
works,  including  an  American  project  at  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  under  the  general  editorship  of  David  D. 
Hall,  and  a  British  project  emerging  from  Donald  F.  McKenzie 
in  the  Book  Trade  History  Group  (both  of  these  were  inaugu¬ 
rated  in  1988).  Although  these  massive  works  are  aimed  at  a 
wide  audience,  the  neo-consensus  scholarship  has  so  far  mostly 
appeared  as  monographs  for  specialists  or  as  articles  in  limited- 
circulation  scholarly  journals. 

The  most  recent  phase  of  the  field  of  American  book  his¬ 
tory,  the  new  historicist,  grew  out  of  the  institutional  base  of 
the  neo-consensus  phase  and  even  shared  with  it  conference 
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platforms  and  volumes  of  essays.  In  its  early  stages,  the  phase 
could  be  recognized  by  a  reluctance  to  react  against  the  new 
social  history  and  a  corresponding  willingness  to  incorporate  it. 
This  meant  that  book  historians  were  now  paying  attention  to 
issues  of  gender,  class,  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  race.  This  de¬ 
velopment  can  be  seen  in  Cathy  N.  Davidson’s  Revolution  and 
Word  (1986),  which  heralded  the  arrival  of  the  new  historicist 
phase.  Scholars  such  as  Richard  D.  Brown  and  William  Gilmore 
were  unwilling  to  make  the  types  of  generalizations  about  na¬ 
tional  culture  seen  among  neo-consensus  researchers  and  in¬ 
stead  tended  to  ponder  the  experience  of  individuals,  often  of 
common  origins,  within  the  local  and  historically  specific  con¬ 
texts  of  their  lives.  The  overall  emphasis  of  new  historicist 
scholarship  has  been  more  on  reading  than  publishing,  so  it  has 
attracted  an  academic  audience  drawn  from  communications, 
cultural  studies,  literature,  and  social  and  cultural  history. 

Although  each  phase  (since  the  antiquarian  one)  developed 
out  of  its  predecessor,  not  all  book  history  researchers  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  these  changes.  Insofar  as  the  four  phases  currently 
coexist,  they  generally  enrich  one  another  with  the  peculiar 
strengths  of  their  respective  viewpoints. 

D.  WHAT  QUESTIONS  DO  BOOK 
HISTORIANS  DEBATE? 

Among  the  important  questions  book  historians  debate  are  the 
following: 

•  Did  a  reading  revolution  take  place  in  America,  from 
a  period  in  which  few  books  were  read  intensively  to 
one  in  which  many  books  were  read  once  and 
quickly?  If  such  a  revolution  occurred,  when  did  it 
happen,  and  who  was  affected  by  it? 

•  To  what  extent  do  texts  contain  clues  about  how  (and 
by  whom)  they  were  read?  Do  printed  texts  virtually 
dictate  the  way  they  are  received  by  readers? 
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•  To  what  extent  did  reading  help  people  of  an  earlier 
day  individualize?  Did  it  also  serve  a  social  purpose,  by 
bonding  friends,  families,  and  communities? 

•  How  much  did  a  centralized  print  culture  contribute 
to  the  forging  of  an  American  national  identity? 

•  At  what  point  did  American  publishing  change  from 
a  so-called  gentleman’s  trade  to  a  big  business? 

•  When  did  the  profession  of  authorship  emerge  in  the 
United  States,  and  how  have  conditions  of  authorship 
affected  the  creation  of  a  uniquely  American  litera¬ 
ture? 

.  ■' 

•  How  autonomous  have  authors  been  in  dealing  with 
publishers? 

•  Do  authors  have  solid  idea  about  the  nature  of  their 
audiences? 

•  Are  pubhshers  creators  of  taste  or  servants  of  it?  Or  are 
'they  servants  of  larger  power  interests  in  society? 

•  Does  the  economics  of  publishing  for  the  widest  mar¬ 
ket  silence  minority  voices  and  further  reproduce  the 
viewpoint  of  the  many? 

E.  HOW  CAN  PEOPLE  PARTICIPATE 
IN  BOOK  HISTORY? 

There  are  many  ways  for  people  to  take  part  in  book  history. 
Fundamentally,  of  course,  anyone  who  picks  up  a  book  to  read, 
either  on  his  or  her  own  or  through  book  club  selections  or 
class  assignments,  becomes  part  of  book  history  to  some  extent, 
especially  if  the  encounter  leads  to  questions  about  the  media¬ 
tions  that  went  into  producing  the  book,  such  as  who  wrote  it 
or  where  it  came  from.  If  the  book  is  not  recently  published  (or 
written),  such  pondering  even  more  resembles  what  historians 
of  the  book  do.  However,  the  field  of  book  history  amounts  to 
more  than  simply  appreciating  and  reading  old  books  and 
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wondering  about  them:  it  offers  more  systematic  inquiry  into 
the  mediations  that  printed  materials  have  gone  through  be¬ 
tween  conception  and  reception  (reading  is  only  one  type  of 
reception) .  By  pursuing  such  systematic  inquiry,  a  wide  variety 
of  people  of  all  ages  can  enhance  their  understanding  of  what  a 
book  means  within  the  flow  of  history. 

There  are  many  ways  for  people  to  take  part  in  book  history. 
Parents  and  teachers  can  introduce  children  to  books  for  young 
readers  produced  in  different  times.  They  can  then  ask  “discov¬ 
ery”  questions,  prompting  children  to  compare  the  look  of  the 
books,  the  types  of  illustrations,  and  so  forth.  Field  trips  to  his¬ 
toric  museums  with  print  shops  can  provide  enjoyable  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities.  Even  computers  can  be  placed  at  the 
service  of  book  history  for  children:  for  example,  after  intro¬ 
ducing  children  to  several  types  of  frontier  newspapers,  parents 
or  teachers  can  have  them  try  to  design  a  newspaper  of  their 
own  with  appropriate  typography  and  organization. 

Students  in  high  school  or  college  can  add  a  book  history 
dimension  to  term  papers  and  other  research  projects.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  report  on  a  famous  author  might  include  some  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  publisher  (what  other  books  did  the  house 
publish  at  about  that  time?  did  this  author  stay  with  one  pub¬ 
lisher  or  work  with  several  at  different  times?).  If  any  first 
editions  of  the  author’s  works  are  available,  some  bibliographi¬ 
cal  description  of  them  could  be  part  of  the  report. 

For  people  of  all  ages  (though  mostly  for  adults)  there  is  a 
“community  of  the  book” — a  network  of  organizations  de¬ 
voted  in  one  way  or  another  to  promoting  the  book  in 
America.  Most  of  these  organizations  hold  public  meetings,  and 
many  have  volunteer  opportunities.  The  Library  of  Congress 
sponsors  state  and  local  Centers  for  the  Book,  and  these  centers, 
m  turn,  lend  their  support  to  a  wide  range  of  public  activities 
(for  details,  see  the  Center  for  the  Book’s  web  site  at 
http./ / www.loc.gov/loc/ cfbook).  There  are  innumerable 
regional  and  local  rare  and  antiquarian  book  fairs  and  similar 
events,  where  people  can  browse  through  old  newspapers, 
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pamphlets,  and  books — and  perhaps  purchase  one  to  make 
book  history  a  part  of  their  own  life. 

For  people  who  want  to  learn  even  more  about  book 
history,  there  is  the  “community  of  the  book”  on  the  Internet. 
For  example,  by  visiting  the  web  site  of  the  Society  for  the 
History  of  Authorship,  Reading,  and  Publishing  (SHARP) 
at  <http://www.indiana.edu/~sharp>,  one  can  retrospectively 
“listen”  to  on-line  conversations  of  book  history  scholars  since 
1992. 

Another  way  to  become  involved  is  through  specialized 
courses  of  study.  Most  graduate  schools  of  library  science  offer 
courses  in  book  history  or  one  of  its  subfields  ,as  part  of  their 
professional  education.  At  the  undergraduate  level,  'courses  re¬ 
lated  to  book  history  are  offered  by  departments  of  communi¬ 
cations,  English,  and  journalism.  Qualified  graduate  students 
can  take  part  in  some  summer  programs,  like  those  at  the 
University  of  Virginia  and  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
Finally,  there  is  a  vast  journal  literature  related  to  book  history 
(see  the  appendix). There,  it  is  possible  to  follow  topics  in  depth 
and  encounter  the  various  approaches  employed  by  book  histo¬ 
rians — as  well  as  scouting  opportunities  for  publishing  one’s 
own  work  in  book  history. 

In  what  follows,  we  discuss  specific  ideas  for  study  in  book 
history  and  related  projects,  and  we  note  some  areas  in  which 
little  work  has  been  done.  But  it  is  easy  to  see  that  book  history 
holds  some  relevance  for  just  about  everyone  and  that  every¬ 
one — from  the  toddler  to  the  scholar — can  find  some  way  to 
participate  in  this  exciting  field.  We  also  discuss  sources  for  book 
history  and  consider  some  methods  of  using  them.  We  hope  to 
convey  the  range  and  richness  available  to  people  wanting  to 
become  involved  with  book  history  at  all  levels  of  expertise. 
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II.  How  to  Locate  and  Use  Sources 


A.  WHERE  TO  BEGIN 

Essential  sources  for  the  history  of  the  book  are  surprisingly 
abundant  and  easily  accessible,  yet  they  are  little  used,  except  by 
librarians  and  other  specialists.  Part  of  what^  libraries  do  is  to 
help  people  find  out  where  to  look  for  info  ^rnatidn.  The  set  of 
directions  is  usually  given  as  a  library  call  number,  along  with  a 
description  of  the  book  or  periodical.  The  description  usually 
includes  the  author’s  name,  title,  place  and  date  of  publication, 
and  publisher’s  name  (or  title  of  the  periodical).  These  are  the 
mosp  basic  elements  of  bibliography,  or  the  descriptive  study  of 
books. 

Bibliography  as  a  field  of  study  long  ago  moved  beyond  these 
simple  elements  to  include  very  complex  descriptions,  but  they 
still  usually  serve  to  identify  a  specific  publication.  This  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  combined  and  sorted  in  various  ways.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  chronological  list  of  an  author’s  published  works  may 
suggest  the  rough  outlines  of  his  or  her  career.  The  number  of 
works  published  in  different  cities  can  be  compared,  as  a  way  to 
track  the  publishing  industry.  Titles  can  be  analyzed  for  the 
prevalence  of  certain  words  or  phrases.  Above  all,  basic  biblio¬ 
graphical  information  can  hint  at  the  number  of  different  books 
written  by  a  particular  author,  dealing  with  a  certain  subject, 
produced  by  a  certain  publisher,  or  published  in  a  specific  place 
or  year. 

Some  of  this  information  is  difficult  to  assemble  because  most 
catalogs  are  organized  by  author  and  title;  still,  two  other  points 
of  access  do  often  appear:  subjects  and  standard  library  call 
numbers.  Because  subject  indexing  practices  vary  over  time  and 
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between  indexers,  standard  library  classifications,  such  as  Dewey 
decimal  and  Library  of  Congress,  are  a  surer  guide  to  locating 
groups  of  related  works.  For  example,  the  “Z”  class  in  the 
Library  of  Congress  system  includes  volumes  related  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  books  and  other  aspects  of  bibliography. 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  so  far  will  be  familiar  to  people 
who  use  libraries  frequently,  but  that  is  why  the  history  of  books 
is  something  almost  everyone  can  appreciate  and  to  which  they 
can  contribute.  We  can  build  upon  what  we  already  know  in 
order  to  understand  better  the  place  and  meaning  of  books  in 
the  past. 


I.  GENERAL  SOURCES 

Undoubtedly  the  single  most  important  resource  for  the  study 
of  the  history  of  the  book  in  the  United  States  is  the  Library  of 
Congress’s  National  Union  Catalog  (M/C).  Its  685  volumes  rep¬ 
resent  the  book,  pamphlet,  map,  atlas,  and  music  holdings  in  the 
Library  of  Congress  (some  periodicals  have  been  catalogued  as 
well),  along  with  items  from  other  major  libraries. The  NUC  is 
thus  a  fair  representation  of  just  about  every  standard  American 
publication  and  many  foreign  ones,  too — issued  before  1956. 
And  it  is  available  in  most  urban  public  and  university  libraries. 
Each  NUC  entry  looks  like  a  photoduplication  of  a  printed  or 
typed  library  card.  From  a  quick  glance  at  NUC,  the  researcher 
can  get  an  overview  of  the  history  of  a  popular  book’s  various 
editions  or  the  range  of  books  an  author  may  have  written. 

The  NFC’s  searching  limitations  can  be  overcome  some¬ 
what  by  using  the  various  electronic  catalogs  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  itself  or,  especially,  those  ot  some  contributing 
libraries,  such  as  the  Harvard  University  library 11  Coverage  in 
these  catalogs  is  good  for  the  period  since  1955,  where  NUC 
leaves  off.  Of  course,  all  electronic  catalogs  still  need  to  be 
approached  with  caution,  because  usually  not  ah  items  appear¬ 
ing  in  conventional  library  card  catalogs  or  printed  dictionaries 
are  represented  by  corresponding  electronic  records — although 
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at  some  future  date  they  may  well  be.  Access  to  these  electronic 
catalogs  requires  only  a  computer  with  a  modem  or  Internet 
connection;  through  these  information  can  be  downloaded  for 
further  processing.12 

a.  Bibliographies 

The  indispensable  starting  point  for  American  book  history  is 
G.  Thomas  Tanselle’s  Guide  to  the  Study  of  United  States  Imprints 
(1971).  Nothing  else  compares  with  it  in  breadth  and  depth  of 
coverage  on  publishing.  Although  its  treatment  of  authors  and 
booksellers  is  not  very  comprehensive  (and  it  considers  readers 
only  implicitly),  it  is  organized  by  useful  topics % For  the  period 
after  1971,  there  is  no  single  source  that'brings  together  research 
on  various  phases  of  the  history  of  the  book.  One  notable  ex¬ 
ception  is  the  Annual  Bibliography  of  the  History  of  the  Printed 
Book  and  Libraries  (published  in  the  Netherlands  by  various 
houses),  which  has  provided  good  international  coverage  since 
1979.  Beyond  this,  the  best  access  to  secondary  sources  is 
through  the  various  specialized  journals  listed  in  the  appendix 
at  the  end  of  this  book. 

b.  Imprint  Lists 

Lists  of  imprints  differ  from  the  library  catalogs  discussed  above 
in  that  they  do  not  represent  books  found  in  specific  collec¬ 
tions,  but  rather  list  everything  known  to  have  been  printed  in 
a  certain  place,  usually  within  a  range  of  time.  This  information 
is  assembled,  through  arduous  labor,  from  a  variety  of  sources. 
These  imprint  lists  range  from  ones  that  focus  on  particular 
states  to  those  treating  nations  or  regions. 

For  years,  researchers  in  early  American  history  have  relied 
upon  a  trio  of  such  lists  by  Charles  Evans  (to  1 800),  Ralph  Shaw 
and  Richard  H.  Shoemaker  (continuing  until  1819),  and 
Shoemaker  alone  (through  1829),  but  these  lists  are  not  com¬ 
prehensive.  The  American  Antiquarian  Society’s  North 
American  Imprints  Program  (NAIP)  has  attempted  to  fill  in  the 
gaps  with  an  on-line  catalog  that  gives  perhaps  the  most  in- 
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depth  bibliographical  description  ever  afforded  such  a  vast  array 
of  imprints.13  This  on-line  resource  also  permits  unusually  de¬ 
tailed  queries,  down  to  the  names  of  publishers,  printers,  or 
booksellers  that  may  appear  on  the  title  page,  and  it  allows  for 
combinations  of  different  types  of  searches. 

Both  the  paper  and  on-line  versions  of  these  early  American 
imprint  lists  have  their  counterparts  in  a  microform  collection 
produced  by  Readex  Corporation,  which  contains  nearly  all 
titles  published  in  the  colonies  and  nation  to  1820.  University 
research  libraries  across  the  country  hold  this  invaluable  research 
tool,  making  it  accessible  to  most  Americans.  Because  the  items 
are  photographically  reproduced,  it  is  possible  to  study  these 
images  typographically  for  page  formatting  or  for  various 
printer’s  marks. 

Nothing  compares  with  this  source  for  the  later  period,  for 
a  good  reason:  beginning  in  the  1830s,  the  publishing  industry 
in  the  United  States  expanded  dramatically.  In  addition  to  using 
NUC  and  electronic  catalogs,  researchers  must  turn  to  the  in¬ 
dustry’s  own  compendiums  of  standard  trade  publications, 
which  were  produced  to  facilitate  business — past  equivalents  of 
today’s  Books  in  Print.  These  sources  are  most  valuable  for  un¬ 
derstanding  the  nature  of  the  annual  output  of  the  American 
publishing  industry.  They  provide  the  type  of  chronological 
access  and  pricing  information  that  general  sources  generally 
do  not. 

c.  Trade  Papers 

The  annual  publishing  trade  lists  provide  a  systematic  overview 
of  output,  but  another  rich  source  brings  researchers  into  the 
nitty-gritty  of  the  industry  itself — trade  papers.  These  emerged 
with  the  industrialization  of  publishing  just  before  the  Civil 
War.  These  papers,  then  as  now,  are  filled  with  gossip,  tidbits  of 
information  on  a  wide  variety  of  publications,  editorial  pieces 
pondeung  trade  issues,  profiles  of  specific  houses,  and,  perhaps 
most  important,  discussions  of  such  issues  as  the  relative  merits 
of  advertising  techniques,  the  reasons  why  certain  books  sold 
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while  others  did  not,  and  advice  about  the  ever  shifting  nature 
of  the  reading  public.14 

d.  Trade  Directories 

Trade  directories  facilitate  communication  within  the  industry 
by  providing  information  about  firms  and  personnel.  American 
Booktrade  Directory  (originally  titled  American  Book  Trade  Manual ) 
has  been  the  standard  source  since  1915,  but  local  counterparts 
have  appeared  throughout  the  twentieth  century.  For  example, 
the  Printing  Trades  Blue  Book  has  appeared  in  a  New  York  metro¬ 
politan  edition  since  1916. 

Directories  of  this  sort  dwindle  as  we  myve  back  into  the 
nineteenth  century,  however,  and  become  rnpre  frequent  again 
only  for  mid-century  and  before.  These  earlier  directories  differ 
from  later  ones  in  that  they  were  assembled  by  scholars  from  a 
variety  of  sources  as  a  service  to  bibliographical  specialists  and 
rare-book  collectors.  Such  works  usually  focus  on  specific  cities 
in  pa/ticular  periods. 

These  directories  offer  rich  opportunities  for  research  in  the 
history  of  the  book,  yet  so  far  few  researchers  have  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  them. The  information  appearing  in  these  directories 
can  be  entered  into  a  computer  database  to  yield  significant  re¬ 
sults.  For  example,  one  might  trace  the  number  of  firms  in  the 
various  book  trades  over  time,  or  map  the  locations  of  trades¬ 
people’s  homes  and  workplaces,  or  study  the  disposition  of 
places  of  business  within  the  changing  cityscape.15 

e.  City  Directories  and  Census  Materials 

Many  types  of  directory  studies  are  based  on  city  directories. 
These  are  fairly  widely  available  on  microform  from  the  late 
1700s  down  to  1 93 5. 16  Although  city  directories  do  not  include 
every  tradesperson  who  was  in  business  in  a  given  year,  they  do 
give  a  sense  of  the  local  trade  as  it  changes  from  year  to  year. 

Manuscript  census  data  offer  more  comprehensive  informa¬ 
tion,  but  only  for  specific  points  in  time — the  weeks  in  a  year 
during  which  the  census  was  taken.  Although  decennial  federal 
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data  are  accessible  on  microform  at  the  various  regional  reposi¬ 
tories  of  the  National  Archives  and  many  research  libraries,  the 
manuscripts  for  some  years  have  been  destroyed,  and  most  of  the 
twentieth-century  ones  are  closed  because  of  privacy  issues. The 
very  comprehensiveness  of  the  population  schedules  means  re¬ 
searchers  must  plow  through  reels  of  microfilm  in  search  of 
specific  occupational  titles.  Yet  studies  of  this  sort  are  clearly 
needed,  especially  for  what  they  can  say  about  the  household 
structures,  age  distributions,  and  patterns  of  geographical  and 
social  mobility  of  people  in  the  book  trades.  Many  of  the  manu¬ 
script  censuses  have  industrial  schedules  that  make  it  relatively 
simple  to  pinpoint  specific  book-trade  firms  and  to  compile  in¬ 
formation  about  their  structure  and  even  their  finances  (city  or 
state  tax  records  can  do  the  same).  But  there  is  also  a  wealth  of 
material  appearing  in  print  in  the  various  digests  that  followed 
most  censuses  after  the  mid-nineteenth  century.  Usually  these 
give  a  state-by-state  breakdown  of  the  trade,  which  allows  for 
quick  comparisons  to  other  industries. 

f  Newspapers  and  Other  Serials 

Periodicals  ranging  from  newspapers  to  monthly  magazines  or 
expensive  annuals  provide  another  rich  resource  for  book  his¬ 
tory,  while  at  the  same  time  they  themselves  are  potential  ob¬ 
jects  of  study.  Local  newspaper  advertisements  often  are  the  only 
remaining  evidence  of  some  early  American  book-trade  firms. 
Advertisements  by  metropolitan  publishers  in  small-town 
newspapers  suggest  where  those  publishers  thought  their  books 
would  sell. 

There  is  an  ocean  of  periodical  material  for  researchers  to  sail 
through.  A  few  reference  works  provide  excellent  guides  for  the 
voyage.  Despite  the  high  quality  of  this  bibliographical  control, 
it  is  often  difficult  to  gain  access  to  this  material.  Full  runs  of 
newspapers  are  surprisingly  rare,  even  at  the  most  specialized 
research  libraries.  Some  newspapers  are  available  in  microform, 
especially  for  early  America,  but  many  later  microform  runs  do 
not  circulate  through  interlibrary  loan.  To  make  matters  worse, 
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indexes  to  newspapers  are  scarce.  (The  case  for  magazines  is 
somewhat  better  than  that  for  newspapers.) 


g.  Other  Business /Public  Sources 

Book  historians  should  be  aware  of  sources  in  business  history. 
Credit  reports,  bankruptcy  notices,  and  court  records  can  give 
important  details  about  firms.  Court  records  also  may  show  the 
formation  or  dissolution  of  partnerships  and  incorporations. 
There  are  also  federal  records  of  various  taxes  paid  on  the  im¬ 
portation  or  exportation  of  publications;  like  any  other  type  of 
cargo,  these  items  may  appear  in  shipping  lists.  These  sources 
make  it  easy  to  compare  the  book  trades  with  other  industries. 

“  t  /  i  / 
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h.  Conclusion 

Most  of  these  general  sources  remain  untapped  by  book  histo¬ 
rians,  and  even  in  those  areas  where  book  historians  have 
worked,  there  remains  much  to  be  done.  Indeed,  we  are  only  at 
the  lyeginning  of  the  systematic  study  of  the  history  of  the 
book  in  the  United  States:  buried  still  are  not  only  many  in¬ 
teresting  and  significant  details  about  specific  books,  authors, 
publishers,  printers,  and  the  like,  but  also  the  larger  picture  of 
the  pace,  nature,  and  geography  of  the  socioeconomic  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  American  book  trades. 


2.  GENRE-SPECIFIC  SOURCES 

The  sources  just  discussed  encompass  many  areas  of  the  history 
of  the  book  and  present  the  field — especially  publishing — more 
or  less  as  a  totality;  however,  much  of  the  literature  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  book  has  been  produced  by  scholars  specializing  in 
particular  types  or  genres,  and  yet  more  remains  to  be  done. 

a.  Trade  Fiction  and  Poetry 

Since  the  mid-nineteenth  century  trade  fiction  has  contributed 
a  large  percentage  of  total  book  production  and  sales.  Moreover, 
many,  if  not  most,  scholars  of  American  literature  focus  on  trade 
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fiction,  even  though  foreign  authors,  too,  have  been  consistently 
popular  with  American  readers. 

American  fiction  publishing  before  1900  is  covered  in  Lyle 
Wright’s  American  Fiction ,  published  in  the  1960s.  Certainly 
many  titles  have  emerged  since  he  stopped  work,  but  his  bibli¬ 
ography  covers  most  of  the  American-authored  first-edition 
titles.  Most  items  listed  in  American  Fiction  are  reproduced  in 
their  entirety  in  a  convenient  microform  edition.  Biblio¬ 
graphical  details  on  some  of  the  principal  titles  can  be  found  in 
Jacob  Blanck’s  Bibliography  of  American  Literature  (1955—91). 

A  special  feature  of  study  in  this  area  has  been  the  best  seller, 
which  has  been  seen  as  a  way  to  gauge  national  taste  and  to 
sample  the  “American  mind.”  “Bestsellerdom”  continually  fas¬ 
cinates  researchers  and  publishers  alike  who  try  to  understand 
why  one  book  sells  and  another  does  not.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  best  sellers  seldom  sell  a  number  of 
copies  equal  to  more  than  one  percent  of  the  nation’s  popula¬ 
tion,  and  that  percentage  is  not  distributed  evenly  either  across 
the  American  landscape  or  within  social  strata.  Thus  the  rela¬ 
tively  easy  question  of  what  books  were  best  sellers  must  give 
way  to  the  infinitely  more  difficult  one  of  who  actually  read 
them. 

No  consideration  of  trade  fiction  would  be  complete  with¬ 
out  the  paperback,  which  dates  back  to  colonial  “chap- 
books” — cheap  popular  literature  of  all  sorts,  from  fortune 
telling  to  religion  to  traditional  medieval  romances,  perhaps 
mostly  aimed  at  children.  The  first  mass  fiction  paperback  move¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States  began  in  1841,  when  Brother 
Jonathan,  a  story  weekly,  began  to  issue  pamphlet  supplements 
to  speed  up  the  clock  of  serial  publication.  Paperbacks  declined 
around  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century,  but  were  brought 
back  to  life  in  the  1920s  from  the  avant-garde  and  political 
left.  The  modern  paperback  revolution  dates  to  1939,  when 
Pocket  Books,  Penguin  Books  (a  British  company),  and  other 
aggressive  firms  began  to  market  paperbacks  broadly  and  at 
low  cost. 
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A  related  category,  currently  enjoying  much  popularity  in 
both  hardcover  and  paperback,  is  crime  fiction.  Allen  J.  Hubin’s 
Crime  Fiction,  1749— ig8o  (1984)  is  the  essential  bibliographical 
guide  here;  it  is  unusually  useful  because  of  its  indexes  of  set¬ 
tings  and  series.  The  long-lived  popularity  of  the  genre  and  its 
relationship  to  crime  fact  are  questions  that  concern  historians 
of  the  book. 

Unlike  crime  literature,  poetry  has  slid  from  its  nineteenth- 
century  high  point.  The  verses  of  a  poet  like  Henry  Wadsworth 
Longfellow  were  once  on  the  tongues  of  most  Americans,  and 
his  books  sold  well.  His  and  other  writers’  verse,  of  course,  also 
appeared  in  periodicals,  anthologies,  and  collections — vehicles 
with  some  continuing  popularity.  -  ,  ?  y  / 

Along  with  poetry,  short  fiction  and  nonfiction  appeared  in 
expensive  gift  books  or  annuals,  which  were  often  the  top  of  the 
line  for  trade  publishers  in  terms  of  price  and  presentation.  The 
format  began  in  the  1820s,  hit  its  peak  just  before  the  Civil 
War— a  rise  chronicled  in  several  good  bibliographies — and 
then  lost  its  distinctiveness  amid  a  slew  of  other  ornate  or  heav¬ 
ily  illustrated  books. 

b.  Trade  Nonfiction 

The  large  trade  publishers  have  diversified  lists  that  include 
fiction  and  an  even  greater  range  of  nonfiction  titles.  In  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  American  publishing  industry,  nonfiction  titles  have 
far  outnumbered  fiction  titles,  but  the  work  of  literary  scholars 
has  made  American  fiction-  seem  much  more  prominent  than  it 
actually  is. 

In  the  absence  of  a  definitive  bibliography  of  nonfiction, 
book  historians  have  to  make  do  with  specific  studies  of  the 
three  most  popular  nonfiction  genres:  biography,  history,  and 
travel.  Biographers’  choice  of  subjects — models  to  emulate  or, 
in  the  case  of  social  outcasts,  to  avoid — have  provided  important 
guides  to  personal  development  in  a  socially  and  culturally  open 
nation:  little  wonder  that  the  genre  has  been  a  mainstay  of  pub¬ 
lishing.  Bibliographies  of  American  history  usually  are  geared 
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toward  current  historical  research  and  thus,  ironically,  do  not 
usually  take  adequate  account  of  history  as  a  genre  within 
larger,  unfolding  patterns  of  book  production  and  reception. 
Finally,  travel  literature  breaks  down  into  several  types  of  spe¬ 
cialized  bibliographies:  those  of  works  written  by  Americans 
abroad  or  at  home  (in  particular,  the  westward  pioneers);  those 
of  works  by  visitors  to  various  spots  in  the  United  States  or  its 
territories;  and — not  to  be  forgotten  because  of  their  popular¬ 
ity  throughout  American  history — those  of  narratives  by  writ¬ 
ers  of  other  nationalities  about  other  countries.  Relationships 
among  the  three  nonfiction  genres  and  with  fiction  provide  vir¬ 
gin  soil  for  book  historians. 

c.  Children’s  Books 

Unlike  trade  nonfiction,  children’s  literature,  both  nonfiction 
and  fiction,  is  a  richly  documented  field  with  an  extensive 
secondary-source  literature.  The  period  before  1821  is  covered 
by  a  solid  bibliography  with  a  supporting  microform  collection.17 
A  good  union  list  (that  is,  a  comprehensive  list  that  combines 
holdings  in  various  libraries)  for  the  later  period  is  still  needed, 
but  short  of  that,  there  are  Children’s  Books  in  Print  (1969—),  sev¬ 
eral  catalogs  of  important  collections,  an  international  directory 
of  the  catalogs,  and,  above  all,  an  incisive  and  well-annotated 
guide  to  the  subject  put  out  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 

d.  Textbooks 

Textbooks,  at  first  glance,  hold  much  in  common  with  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  because  of  their  shared  target  audience.  But  their 
purchasers  differ,  for  most  of  today’s  textbooks  for  primary  and 
secondary  schools  are  bought  not  by  individuals  but  by  schools 
or  school  systems. 

Little  work  has  been  done  in  this  area.  A  collection  of  842 
primers  (small  elementary  reading  instruction  books)  is  avail¬ 
able  on  microfiche  with  access  through  a  guide.  In  1985,  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Educational  Research  and  Improvement  issued  a 
catalog  of  6,108  of  its  holdings  of  American  textbooks  from 


How  to  Locate  and  Use  Sources 


23 


1775  to  1900.  A  comprehensive  work,  American  Educational 
Catalog ,  has  been  published  since  1872  and,  for  elementary  and 
high  school  books,  El-Hi  Textbooks  and  Serials  in  Print  since  1985, 
but  this  is  not  nearly  enough.  Most  histories  of  schoolbooks 
focus  on  content  and  not  upon  the  external  details  of  produc¬ 
tion,  distribution,  and  adoption.  One  external  area,  however,  has 
received  much  scholarly  attention — censorship.  Overall,  only  a 
few  sources,  mostly  histories  of  publishers,  provide  information 
from  a  history-of-the-book  perspective. 

e.  Academic  Books 

Like  textbook  publishers,  the  publishers  of  academic  books  in 
hardcover  today  must  reckon  with  a  primarily  institutional  mar¬ 
ket,  in  this  case,  scholarly  libraries  (mostly  for  use  by  professors, 
graduate  students,  and  disciplinary  majors  writing  research  pa¬ 
pers).  By  contrast,  paperback  academic  books  are  generally 
aimed  for  the  classroom  and,  hence,  are  selected  for  adoption  by 
college  instructors.  In  academic  publishing,  they  are  more 
loosely  related,  for  the  former  assumes  a  small  market  of  spe¬ 
cialists  while  the  latter  relies  upon  “course-adoptable”  paper¬ 
backs  that  a  wide  array  of  students  may  find  useful  and  that  fit 
into  standard  college  courses.  Adoption  decisions  at  the  college 
level  are  usually  made  by  individual  instructors.  Since  what  will 
sell,  either  to  professionals  or  for  classroom  use,  is  always  uncer¬ 
tain,  most  academic  publishing  has  fallen  to  subsidized  univer¬ 
sity  presses. 

Although  academic  publishing  through  university  presses 
goes  back  to  the  Renaissance,  it  became  important  only  in  the 
late  nineteenth  century  with  the  development  of  the  modern 
research  university.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  comprehensive 
bibliographical  guide  to  this  body  of  specialized  information,  so 
historians  of  the  book  must  begin  by  assembling  bibliographies 
from  either  NUC  or  on-line  catalogs.  Another  approach  is  to 
build  individual  house  histories  from  the  ground  up,  for  many 
university  presses  have  retained  some  of  their  records.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  one  might  focus  on  a  particular  scholar’s  work  or  the 
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work  of  a  group  of  scholars  in  order  to  trace  patterns  of  intel¬ 
lectual  influence. 

f  Scientific,  Technical,  Medical,  and  Legal  Books 
Bibliographical  control,  both  current  and  retrospective,  is  much 
better  in  specialized  fields  like  science,  technology,  medicine, 
and  law.  These  fields  are  related  to  scholarly  publishing  and 
sometimes  overlap  with  it,  and  they  have  had  a  similar  history.18 

Science  and  technology  were  fundamental  aspects  of  life  in 
the  young  nation,  and  as  a  result  both  popular  and  specialist  lit¬ 
erature  on  such  topics  flourished.  The  very  volume  and  diver¬ 
sity  of  such  imprints  present  historians  of  the  book  with 
formidable  problems,  but  good  bibliographies  and  indexes  do 
exist.  Medical  literature  is  especially  well  covered  in  bibliogra¬ 
phies,  though  for  some  periods  the  coverage  is  not  comprehen¬ 
sive,  and  a  few  works  on  medical  publishers  have  appeared. 
Perhaps  because  of  its  self-referential  and  precedent-based  na¬ 
ture,  law  is  probably  the  most  thoroughly  treated  area  among 
these  professional  publications.  There  are  also  two  large  collec¬ 
tions  of  American  legal  treatises  after  1800  on  microfilm. 

g.  Reference  Books 

Reference  books  may  be  distinguished  from  other  types  of 
works  by  the  way  readers  use  them:  usually  people  do  not  read, 
or  even  skim,  a  reference  work  in  its  entirety,  but  rather  search 
for  an  answer  to  a  specific  question.  General  reference  works  es¬ 
pecially  offer  insight  into  the  way  people  in  the  past  “put  their 
world  together,”  for  they  supposedly  are  written  at  a  basic  level. 
Reference  books  have  been  among  the  steadiest  selling  yet  least 
studied  works  of  all  genres  in  the  United  States.  Robert  Arner, 
in  his  1991  work  on  America  s  first  Britannica,  at  least  made  a 
start  in  exploring  this  area.  The  lack  of  scholarly  interest  is  sur¬ 
prising  given  that  adequate  bibliographical  control  is  available, 
especially  for  how-to  guides.  For  example,  two  works  cover 
cookbooks  to  i860  and  from  i860  to  i960,  and  there  are  some 
good  bibliographies  on  such  areas  as  sports  literature.  Finally, 
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maps  and  atlases  might  also  fall  into  this  category  of  “con- 
suitable”  works. 

h.  Religious  Books 

Religious  publishing  has  been  an  important  part  of  the  book 
trade  for  so  long  that  some  book  historians  have  used  it  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  centrality  of  the  “Protestant  vernacular”  to  Ameri¬ 
can  cultural  life.19  Indeed,  one  journalism  historian,  David  Paul 
Nord,  has  controversially  claimed  that  the  modern  American 
mass  media  had  their  origins  in  the  early  nineteenth-century 
evangelical  press. This  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  the  approach 
taken  by  many  early  twentieth-century  historians  of  publishing, 
who  equated  the  spread  of  printing  with  secularization.  The 
pendulum  swing  away  from  this  view  has  inspired  much  schol¬ 
arly  consideration  of  rehgious  publishing  of  mainline  Protestant 
denominations.  This  recent  interest,  however,  has  not  yet  led 
anyone  to  undertake  an  overall  bibliography  of  the  subject.  The 
best  grasp  on  the  extensive  periodical  literature  to  1830  can  be 
found  in  Gaylord  P.  Albaugh’s  annotated  bibliography  (1994). 

i.  Business  Books 

The  debate  over  the  role  of  religious  publishing  has  no  coun¬ 
terpart  in  the  business  and  economic  press.  Certainly,  the  out¬ 
pouring  of  print  from  American  business  overwhelms  that  from 
the  religious  press.  Output  in  this  area  is  extremely  diverse 
and- — in  the  case  of,  say,  printed  wrappers  and  boxes  or  trade 
cards — expands  the  scope  of  the  term  “history  of  the  book.” 

Some  of  the  flavor  of  that  diversity  emerges  in  Henrietta  M. 
Larson’s  Guide  to  Business  History  (1948)  and  David  Forsyth’s 
Business  Press  in  America,  1750—1860  (1964).  A  selected  list  of  titles 
of  company  histories  and  business  leaders’  biographies  has  been 
assembled,  and  there  is  a  retrospective  of  books  from  1876  to 
1983.  The  agricultural  press  has  been  considered  in  several 
works.  There  are  individual  studies  of  account  books,  advertis¬ 
ing,  bank  note  reporters,  railroad  books  and  periodicals,  and 
trade  cards  and  catalogs.  But  all  sorts  of  common  business- 
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related  materials,  such  as  standard  business  forms  and  cards, 
ready  reckoners,  memorandum  and  blank  books,  credit  refer¬ 
ence  books,  and  “businessmen’s  assistants,”  still  await  biblio¬ 
graphical  scrutiny. 

j.  Specialty  Publishing 

Because  of  special  production  needs  or  specific  systems  of  dis¬ 
tribution,  some  publishers  focus  on  only  one  type  of  imprint, 
from  art  books  to  greeting  cards.  Apart  from  some  halting  ef¬ 
forts  aimed  at  collectors  and  aficionados,  these  types  of  imprints 
have  been  neglected,  with  one  notable  exception — sheet  music. 
Even  in  this  area,  however,  much  work  needs  to  be  done  on  dis¬ 
tribution  and  reception. 

k.  Other  Private- Sector  Publications 

The  United  States  has  been  called  a  nation  of  joiners,  so  it  is  no 
wonder  that  its  rich  associational  life  has  spawned  much  pub¬ 
lished  material.  Learned  societies  played  an  important  role  in 
the  development  of  early  American  science  and  higher  learning. 
Historical  societies,  museums,  private  libraries,  men’s  and 
women’s  clubs,  think  tanks,  political  parties,  lobbyists,  and  advo¬ 
cacy  groups  are  only  a  few  kinds  of  voluntary  associations  that 
have  acted  as  authors,  publishers,  and  disseminators  of  books.  To 
them  should  be  added  trade  unions,  although  employers’  asso¬ 
ciations  are  more  accurately  classed  under  business. 

/.  Government  Publications 

The  public  sector  has  generated  an  enormous  and  ever  increas¬ 
ing  amount  of  print  over  the  centuries.  Perhaps  because  of  the 
need  for  public  accountability  for  expenditures  toward  publica¬ 
tion,  bibliographic  control  is  good  for  federal  materials,  fair  for 
the  states,  but  very  poor  for  counties,  municipalities,  and  smaller 
administrative  units. 

m.  Translations  and  Imitations 

Translations  of  European  literature  greatly  influenced  Ameri¬ 
cans  during  the  early  nineteenth  century  and  again  in  the  early 
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twentieth  century,  especially  in  the  hands  of  aggressive  publish¬ 
ing  entrepreneurs  like  Horace  Liveright  and  the  Boni  brothers, 
who  ushered  in  socially  and  morally  “advanced”  literature. 
Until  recently,  scholars  of  American  literary  reception  have  fo¬ 
cused  on  original  works,  viewing  foreign  books  as  mere 
influences  upon  canonical  American  authors,  and  this  may  ex¬ 
plain  why,  so  far,  little  work  has  been  done  on  translation  pub¬ 
lishing  or  even  on  attempts  at  imitation.  UNESCO’s  Index 
Translationum  provides  some  control  back  to  1932,  but  before 
that  one  must  rely  upon  language-specific  bibliographies. 

n.  Serials 

We  conclude  this  discussion  of  genre-specific  sources  with  an¬ 
other  area  that,  like  translations,  exists  on  the  margins  of  book 
history  for  perhaps  too  many  practitioners — serials. The  reason 
for  the  distinction,  it  has  been  claimed,  is  that  books  are  meant 
for  long-term  use  and  serials  usually  are  not.  Yet  obviously  this 
distinction  breaks  down  under  close  scrutiny.  Many  books,  like 
buyer’s  guides  to  stereo  equipment,  are  designed  for  a  limited 
shelf-life,  and  some  types  of  serials,  such  as  academic  journals, 
publish  research  of  lasting  value.  Some  would  argue  that  the 
periodicals  that  “count”  over  the  long  term  eventually  are 
bound  in  hard  covers,  but  any  review  of  library  storage  practices 
shows  the  arbitrariness  of  binding  decisions.  And  any  consider¬ 
ation  of  perishable  materials  preserved  in  alternative  formats 
(like  newspapers  on  microfilm)  also  undermines  the  notion  that 
what  is  significant  must  be  between  covers.  Perhaps  another, 
better  reason  to  distinguish  book  and  serial  publishing  is  the 
differences  between  the  firms  that  publish  them,  though  some 
firms,  like  Harper  &  Brothers,  did  both.  The  two  types  of  firms 
diverge  in  their  technologies  of  production,  relations  with  au¬ 
thors,  uses  of  advertising,  and  strategies  of  dissemination.  These 
differences  are  real  and  cannot  be  ignored,  yet  little  is  gained  by 
promoting  the  study  of  books  as  a  more  worthy  endeavor  than 
the  study  of  serials. 

We  introduced  the  basic  bibliographical  guides  to  serials  in 
our  discussion  of  general  sources,  but  there  are  more  specific 
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sources  available.  Many  scholarly  studies  of  newspapers  have 
appeared  in  recent  years  that  break  with  earlier  approaches  by 
paying  attention  to  editors  and  writers,  distribution,  reception, 
and  the  business  and  social  context  of  newspaperdom.  There  is 
also  a  rich  literature  on  the  nation’s  ethnic  press  and  the  peren¬ 
nial  constitutional  issue  of  freedom  of  the  press.  For  entree  to 
primary  sources  for  the  study  of  newspapers,  see  the  survey  of 
newspaper  archives  and  histories  by  the  Newspaper  History 
Task  Force  of  the  American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors. 

o.  Conclusion 

Clearly,  there  is  great  range  and  variance  in  the  genres  that  have 
tumbled  off  America’s  presses.  Any  pathway  through  a  genre 
provides  ample  opportunities  to  study  book  history,  but  there  is 
also  a  need  for  comparative  genre  studies  and,  especially,  for  a 
synthesis  of  all  genres.  Indeed,  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to 
the  study  of  the  book  in  the  United  States  has  been  a  lack  of 
uniform  series  of  data  that  can  be  analyzed  in  various  ways  to 
provide  an  overall  picture. 

B.  PRODUCERS 

Many  book  historians  look  beyond  imprint-based  sources  to 
unravel  the  processes  and  personalities  involved  in  print  pro¬ 
duction — to  explore  the  parentage,  so  to  speak,  of  books  and 
periodicals  and  their  early  environments.  Imprints,  like  people, 
are  shaped  by  their  genealogy  and  place  of  birth.  It  would  make 
a  lifeless  work  indeed  to  leave  out  such  important  shaping 
influences.20 

i.  writers’  personal  and  professional  papers 

Some  historians  of  the  book,  especially  literary  specialists,  con¬ 
sider  authors  to  be  the  most  essential  component  of  book  pro¬ 
duction.  Authors  are,  of  course,  the  ultimate  source  of  texts,  but 
they  write  with  audiences  in  mind.  Further,  their  words  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  intervention  by  publishers,  editors,  and  printers  before 
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they  ever  reach  the  public.  In  this  way,  authorship  is  inseparable 
from  readership  or  the  book  trades,  since  autonomy  is  more  the 
ideal  than  the  reality  for  authors.  Many  book  historians  study 
the  interplay  of  the  author’s  creative  wellsprings  with  more 
mundane,  material  factors  of  the  literary  marketplace.21  While 
literary  critics  help  us  to  appreciate  an  author’s  text  for  its  aes¬ 
thetic  qualities,  book  historians  weigh  the  historical  forces  that 
had  an  impact  on  an  author’s  production.  Put  another  way,  the 
concept  and  practice  of  authorship  exist  within  a  historical  con¬ 
text,  even  though  great  literature  is  itself,  as  some  would  argue, 
timeless.  Below,  we  sketch  this  evolving  historical  context  and 
refer  to  the  relevant  scholarship  that  has  macje  yse  of  authors’ 
papers  and  other  biographical  material  to  understand  the 
changing  vocation  of  authorship  in  the  United  States.  We  con¬ 
clude  with  a  few  pointers  about  where  to  look  for  such  papers. 

“Authorship”  for  book  historians  usually,  but  by  no  means 
always,  equates  with  professionalism — that  is,  authors  who  did 
not  \yrite  for  free.22  When  William  Charvat  wrote  in  1954  that 
“the  genius  or  talent  of  a  newly  emergent  group  of  writers  is 
one  thing;  the  transformation  of  genius  into  books  which  pro¬ 
vide  a  living  for  the  geniuses  is  quite  another,”  he  was  summing 
up  the  future  of  authorship  studies  for  decades  to  come.23  One 
focus  of  authorship  has  been  the  birth  of  “professionalization,” 
the  change  over  time  from  gentleman  (seldom  woman)  of 
leisure  or  recipient  of  patronage,  who  decried  the  very  idea  of 
being  paid  for  his  work,  to  a  man  or  woman  who  depended 
upon  publishers,  markets,  and  audiences  to  help  him  or  her  earn 
a  living  primarily  from  writing.  Charvat  traced  this  sequence 
using  a  variety  of  sources,  including  authors’ journals,  memoirs, 
and  correspondence  (especially  with  publishers).  He  looked  at 
some  of  the  monetary  exchanges  that  took  place,  such  as  pay¬ 
ment  for  a  property,  royalties  (the  percentage  an  author  gets 
from  a  sale),  and  the  author’s  ability  to  have  control  over  a  crea¬ 
tion  by  owning  the  plates  for  reprinting  or  gaining  protection 
from  copyright  law.  He  also  examined  larger  factors,  culled  from 
secondary  sources,  that  helped  explain  why  the  transformation 


30 


A  Handbook  for  the  Study  of  Book  History 

could  take  place:  a  wider  reading  audience  with  more  dispos¬ 
able  income,  broader  distribution  of  books,  rapid  development 
of  transportation  systems,  and  the  increasing  impact  of  eco¬ 
nomic  shifts.24 

Where  do  women — the  minority  of  authors,  who  through 
most  of  American  history  have  been  discouraged  from  earning 
money  in  the  public  world  of  writing — fit  into  authorship  stud¬ 
ies?  Scholars  have  delved  into  women’s  biographies  as  well  as 
the  cultural  forces  that  shaped  their  gendered  roles,  in  order  to 
understand  female  authorship.  Lawrence  Buell’s  prosopography 
of  New  England  authors — a  group  portrait  based  upon  bio¬ 
graphical  data — shows  that  economic  necessity  determined 
women’s  decision  to  professionalize  at  least  as  much  as  men’s. 
But  women  authored  books  under  quite  different  cultural  cir¬ 
cumstances,  such  as  the  “woman’s  sphere”  or  the  “cult  of  true 
womanhood” — the  constructs  that  relegated  women  to  domes¬ 
ticity  in  the  nineteenth  century.25 

Mary  Kelley,  who  constructed  several  biographies  from  the 
personal  papers  of  women  writers  (for  example,  Caroline  Lee 
Hentz  and  Maria  Cummins),  concluded  that  they  should  be 
called  “literary  domestics”:  active  both  on  the  public  stage  of 
authorship  and  in  the  private  realm  within  the  home  that  in¬ 
spired  them  to  write.26  The  notion  of  the  “woman’s  sphere” 
prevented  them  from  being  seen  in  their  own  day  as  equal  to 
male  authors,  in  terms  of  the  quality  of  their  work.  Susan 
Coultrap-McQuin,  however,  notes  that  more  privatized 
authorship  was  genderless,  since  it  was  compatible  with  older, 
seventeenth-century  ideals  of  gentlemanly  writing  for  self¬ 
edification,  not  pay.  Yet  women  were  as  astute  as  men  in  under¬ 
standing  the  business  of  publishing,  even  as  it  was  losing  traces 
of  gentility  after  the  Civil  War;  for  example,  Mary  Abigail 
Dodge’s  stormy  dealings  in  letters  to  her  publisher  James  T. 
Fields  and  her  account  in  Battle  of  the  Books  (1870)  are  testament 
enough  to  her  professionalism.27 

In  order  to  understand  better  the  trend  toward  professional¬ 
ism,  historians  of  the  book  focus  upon  authorship  before  the 
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time  when  writers  could  depend  upon  their  work  to  support 
themselves — that  is,  before  the  1820s.28  Although  they  were  not 
“professionals”  in  the  modern  sense,  authors  nonetheless  existed 
during  the  eighteenth  century,  although  many  were  anonymous 
or  took  part  in  collaborative  efforts  ( The  Federalist  [1787—88]  is 
a  good  example).29  For  those  who  signed  their  individual 
efforts,  there  was  little  protection  from  plagiarism  or  seriously 
altered  reprintings. These  early  American  writers  often  solicited 
subscribers,  or  people  who  promised  to  buy  the  work  once  it 
was  printed  (see  the  discussion  on  readers,  below).  But  many 
American  researchers  focus  less  upon  the  cash  transactions  than 
upon  the  larger  cultural  and  historical  forces  that  influenced  a 
particular  author’s  output.  Some  scholars,  for  example,  debate 
whether  or  not  the  birth  in  the  late  seventeenth  century  of  the 
“public  sphere,”  a  space  away  from  state  and  civic  control  (like 
coffeehouses  or  literary  salons),  allowed  authors  to  be  critical  of 
existing  forms  of  government  (monarchy)  and  thus  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  an  “enlightened”  ideology  of  republicanism.  Other 
scholars  investigate  such  questions  as  whether  or  not  the  “spirit 
of  capitalism”  and  liberalism  in  the  early  republic  spurred  au¬ 
thors  on  toward  professionalism.30 

Most  recently,  focus  has  turned  toward  the  reading  public  or 
audience  as  an  important  component  of  an  author’s  impulse  to 
create.  As  Charvat  realized,  although  “it  has  been  recognized 
often  enough  that  the  relation  between  the  writer  and  society 
is  reciprocal,”  still  “we  need  more  demonstration.”31  Scholars 
have  answered  that  call  by  studying  how  authors  perceived  their 
audience  through  the  lens  of  their  culture  and  literary  market¬ 
place,  rather  than  focusing  on  the  privatized  encounter  that 
takes  place  through  individuals’  readings  of  published  texts.  Of 
course,  an  author’s  notions  of  audience  can  be  discerned  in  his 
or  her  published  works,  especially  in  historical  genres;  for  ex¬ 
ample,  Benjamin  Franklin’s  Autobiography  assumes  a  democratic 
posture  toward  everyman  as  potential  author  of  his  own  life.32 
Further,  solid  evidence  can  be  found  in  an  author’s  direct  or  im¬ 
plied  statements  about  readership.  Stephen  Railton  noted  that 
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for  authors  of  the  American  Renaissance,  “audience  was  almost 
palpably  present  when  they  sat  down  to  write.”  He  looked  at 
authors’  published  memoirs,  their  essays  on  literature,  and  pref¬ 
aces  to  their  own  works  in  which  they  often  directly  addressed 
the  perceived  audience.  But  the  reading  public  could  be  “also  an 
abstraction  imagined  in  response  to  the  romantic  writers’  pro¬ 
fessional  frustrations  with  the  literary  institutions  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century” — one  that  resisted  conforming  to  an  author’s 
misinformed  expectations.33 

Some  of  that  misapprehension,  as  can  be  seen  throughout  au¬ 
thors’  correspondence,  doubtless  derived  from  the  celebrity  a 
few  European,  and  especially  British,  authors  had  attained  as  ge¬ 
niuses  who  created  and  sustained  their  own  public.  Indeed,  as 
some  recent  scholars  have  shown,  writers  like  Byron  or  Walter 
Scott  contributed  to  conceptions  of  Anglo-American  cultural 
identity  and  became  touchstones  for  literary  comparisons  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Strident  literary  nationalists  of  the 
Jacksonian  era  naturally  called  for  an  American  counterpart  to 
these  foreign  geniuses.  Though  none  of  comparable  stature 
emerged,  a  few  writers,  like  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  did 
manage  to  achieve  the  ubiquity  attending  such  fame,  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  that  was  perpetuated,  in  Longfellow’s  case,  by  school¬ 
room  recitation  exercises  down  through  the  early  decades  of  the 
twentieth  century. 

The  literary  nationalism  of  the  antebellum  years  did  help 
make  American  literature  less  provincial.  The  English  wit 
Sydney  Smith  had  asked  snidely,  “Who  reads  an  American 
book?”  In  effect,  this  question  was  answered  by  a  transformation 
in  the  nationality  of  authorship.  At  the  start  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  foreign  writers  wrote  the  vast  majority  of  books  read 
by  Americans,  but  by  the  1850s  Americans  accounted  for  about 
half  of  the  authorship.34  The  nationalization  of  authorship  is 
even  more  remarkable  given  a  simple  economic  reality  of  the 
day:  in  the  absence  of  international  copyright,  a  British  author’s 
work  could  be  pirated  for  free,  while  American  copyright  law 
protected  native  authors  and  left  open  the  possibility  that  they 
might  get  paid. 
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Of  course,  ideology  alone  does  not  account  for  the  Ameri¬ 
canization  of  authorship,  for  such  literary  nationalist  calls  have 
only  very  rarely  resulted  in  a  local  literary  florescence  in  cultural 
provinces  or  colonies. There  were  at  least  two  other  causes:  cut¬ 
throat  competition  and  special  market  needs.  Intense  American 
competition  for  British  reprints  unprotected  by  copyright  led 
some  publishers  to  turn  to  protected,  American-authored  liter¬ 
ary  properties.  The  American  market  increasingly  demanded 
schoolbooks  dealing  with  national  geography,  history,  and 
civics,  and  general  books  with  relevant,  newsworthy  content — 
such  as  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe’s  1852  runaway  best  seller,  Uncle 
Tom’s  Cabin .35 

The  success  of  Stowe’s  book  suggests  a»  new"  emphasis  in 
celebrity  by  the  mid-nineteenth  century,  one  based  on  sales.  In 
a  culture  that  increasingly  worshiped  financial  gain  as  a  sign  of 
greater  moral  worth,  mastery  of  the  market,  especially  by  au¬ 
thors  who  had  started  out  poor,  made  best-selling  authors  one 
mor£  chapter  in  the  great  American  success  story.  Celebrity  was 
also  underscored  by  stereotyping — a  process  in  which  an  im¬ 
pression  was  taken  of  typeset  matter  and  then  used  to  create 
plates  from  which  future  editions  could  be  easily  printed.  Such 
a  permanent  form  of  capitalizing  the  considerable  costs  of  ini¬ 
tial  typesetting  led  publishers  to  encourage  authors  to  develop 
long  careers.  The  reputation  of  American  authors  was  further 
enhanced  by  newspaper  and  magazine  editors,  who,  always 
hungry  for  copy,  appropriated  snippets  of  some  popular  writers’ 
work  and  then,  late  in  the  nineteenth  century,  contributed  to 
the  professionalization  of  authorship  by  paying  authors,  some¬ 
times  handsomely,  for  the  work.  The  vibrant  magazine  market, 
fueled  by  literary  syndicates,  particularly  benefited  American 
authors  when  the  1891  Copyright  Act  diminished  international 
literary  piracy.  Authorship  could  now  pay  well,  at  least  for  the 
artful  and  the  lucky. 

The  result  was  a  curious  blend  of  artist,  craftsperson,  and 
entrepreneur.  Michael  Anesko  has  noted  the  effect  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  upon  Henry  James:  “James  anxiously  desired  to  reach  a 
mass  audience  at  the  same  time  that  he  remained  suspicious  of 
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it;  the  hopes — and  fears — that  he  associated  with  the  fate  of  his 
literary  commodity  in  the  public  sphere  become  translated  into 
fictional  parables  of  exposure.”36  In  short,  many  writers  not 
only  wrote  for  the  market,  but  also  incorporated  the  anxiety 
they  felt  about  it  into  their  work. 

By  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century  some  prominent  au¬ 
thors  reacted  to  the  insecurities  of  the  market  with  further  pro¬ 
fessionalization.  According  to  Christopher  P.  Wilson,  these 
writers  coolly  deployed  “standard  devices  of  popular  romance” 
to  achieve  naturalistic  ends.  Authors  like  Jack  London  or  Upton 
Sinclair  became  writing  experts,  able  to  produce  intellectual 
products  that  publishers  deemed  ever  reliable  in  the  market¬ 
place.37  The  inventors  of  modern  American  literary  profession¬ 
alism  bequeathed  to  their  successors  a  technical  approach  to 
authorship,  as  witnessed  by  the  many  writers  handbooks  and 
creative  writing  workshops  that  have  flourished  since  the 
Progressive  Era.38  The  trend  developed  further  in  the  period  be¬ 
tween  the  two  world  wars,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  professional 
practice  of  Ernest  Hemingway:  his  manuscripts  testify  to  his  re¬ 
duction  of  initial  Victorian  excess  to  streamlined  modernist 
prose — achieved  through  tight  professional  editing.39  At  the 
same  time  the  rapid  commercial  development  of  publishing, 
centered  in  New  York  City,  permitted  a  class  of  roving  intellec¬ 
tuals,  like  Edmund  Wilson  or  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  to  survive. 

Since  World  War  II,  with  the  rapid  development  of  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  learning  in  the  United  States  and  the  rise  of  a 
culture  of  credentialism,  professional  authorship  has  increasingly 
entered  into  a  symbiotic  relationship  with  academe.  Universities 
now  provide  training  in  all  types  of  writing  and  provide  authors 
with  credentials  that  allow  them  to  claim  some  area  of  exper¬ 
tise.  Success  in  publication,  in  turn,  may  help  authors  who  work 
in  university  settings  advance  in  their  profession.  And,  of  course, 
that  employment  can  sustain  authors  between  projects  and  offer 
a  range  of  benefits  besides.40 

The  best  way  to  trace  this  course  of  authorship  from  gentle¬ 
man  amateur  to  worker/technician  is  through  authors’  papers. 
Such  papers  can  encompass  personal  correspondence  as  well  as 
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various  types  of  manuscript  material  used  in  writing  for  publi¬ 
cation,  along  with  the  succession  of  drafts  that  usually  accumu¬ 
late  as  a  manuscript  develops  (these  drafts  are  treated  separately, 
below).  Strewn  throughout  these  papers  may  be  receipts,  con¬ 
tracts,  and  other  financial  or  legal  material  that  can  give  keen  in¬ 
sight  into  an  author’s  life  and  working  methods.  Some  of  the 
material  may  be  in  the  author’s  own  handwriting;  this  type  of 
manuscript  is  usually  called  a  holograph. 

For  all  authors,  the  obvious  first  place  to  look  for  this  type  of 
material  is  in  the  bibliographies  and  notes  of  biographies  and 
critical  studies  of  specific  authors.  The  bibliographies  in  the 
relevant  volumes  of  the  Dictionary  of  Literary  Biography  provide 
glimpses  into  the  literature  on  various-  authors.  Bibliographies 
about  specific  prominent  authors  should  also  be  consulted.  The 
correspondence  of  some  well-known  writers  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  under  the  auspices  of  the  Center  for  Scholarly  Editions 
of  the  Modern  Language  Association.  The  center  oversees  its 
editipg  projects  and  requires  that  they  observe  the  highest  bib¬ 
liographical  standards.41 

Of  course,  these  printed  materials  are  but  the  tip  of  an 
iceberg  of  manuscript  sources  available.  Even  for  prominent  au¬ 
thors,  published  correspondence  is  seldom  complete  or  com¬ 
prehensive  regarding  letters  sent  to  the  individual.  Access  to  the 
manuscript  materials  of  many  authors,  including  some  obscure 
ones,  is  provided  by  J.  Albert  Robbins  in  his  American  Literary 
Manuscripts  (1977).  Some  archives  that  specialize  in  authors’ 
manuscripts,  like  the  Huntington  Library  in  San  Marino, 
California,  the  Berg  Collection  at  the  New  York  Public  Library, 
and  the  Harry  L.  Ransom  Center  at  the  University  of  Texas, 
have  published  catalogs  of  their  holdings.  Of  course,  not  all  au¬ 
thors’  manuscript  material  is  found  in  collections  devoted  to 
them;  in  addition,  it  is  often  necessary  to  probe  into  the  collec¬ 
tions  of  people  who  were  associated  with  them  in  some  way,  in 
hopes  that  letters  to  them  might  have  survived. 

Authors’  papers  can  be  the  springboard  for  several  different 
types  of  projects.  For  example,  letters  may  suggest  the  author’s 
attitudes  toward  specific  publishers,  agents,  authors,  and  profes- 
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sionalization  in  general.  It  might  be  possible  to  discover  which 
of  an  author’s  books  brought  the  highest  royalties  over  what  pe¬ 
riod  of  time. The  tone  or  style  of  letters  may  be  compared  to  the 
author’s  published  work  to  understand  the  differences  in  repre¬ 
sentation  between  the  private  person  and  the  public  author. 

2.  LITERARY  AGENTS 

Literary  agents  are  the  middlemen  (and  women)  between  au¬ 
thors  and  publishers  in  more  ways  than  one.  They  are  not  only 
a  conduit  between  the  two  but  also  share  some  of  their  quali¬ 
ties.  Writers,  when  they  begin  writing  a  book  for  an  audience 
or  a  market,  are  in  essence  making  decisions  about  what  could 
sell,  just  as  an  agent  does.  Publishers,  when  they  screen  manu¬ 
scripts  for  marketability,  also  act  like  agents.  Most  of  all,  literary 
agents  are  involved  with  the  flood  of  paperwork  that  surrounds 
the  negotiations  of  writers  and  other  cultural  producers.  That 
paperwork,  as  we  will  see,  can  be  a  boon  to  researchers:  it  con¬ 
veniently  represents  both  sides  of  the  author/publisher  interac¬ 
tion,  and  it  often  contains  some  frank  exchanges.42 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  guide  to  manuscript  collections  of 
literary  agents.  Further,  it  is  hard  to  link  agents  with  particular 
books,  except  through  authors’  acknowledgments. The  chitchat 
in  trade  journals  like  Publishers  Weekly  can  provide  hints,  but 
otherwise  the  researcher  must  rely  upon  evidence  in  the  papers 
of  authors  and  publishers  in  order  to  find  a  lead.  Once  the  agent 
has  been  discovered,  a  run  through  the  National  Union  Catalog 
of  Manuscript  Collections  (1959-63)  might  reveal  specific  collec¬ 
tions  for  agents;  short  of  this,  there  are  some  published  reminis¬ 
cences  of  agents.43 


3.  PUBLISHERS 

Before  publishing  emerged  as  a  separate  business  in  the  early 
nineteenth  century,  it  was  closely  allied  to  printing.  Publishers 
began  to  focus  on  acquiring  manuscripts  from  authors,  editing 
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them,  coordinating  the  details  of  the  jobbers  who  produced  the 
books,  marketing  the  books,  and  distributing  royalties  to 
authors. 

Because  publishers  make  the  basic  decisions  of  whether  to 
turn  a  manuscript  into  a  book,  what  form  it  should  take,  and 
how  and  to  whom  it  should  be  marketed,  they  have  been 
dubbed  “gatekeepers”  between  authorial  creativity  and  read¬ 
ers.44  In  truth,  writers  are  not  so  unworldly,  nor  are  readers  so 
passive.  The  gatekeeper  concept  suggests  a  supply-side  assump¬ 
tion — if  you  print  enough  books  there  will  be  plenty  of  people 
to  buy  them — that  is  simply  not  borne  out  by  the  many  books 
which  remain  unsold. 

Despite  (or  because  of)  their  importance  in  ptoviding  the 
public  with  literature  for  profit,  publishers  have  too  often  been 
stereotyped  as  grasping,  venal  philistines  who  simply  never 
really  understand  the  author,  the  book,  or  the  market  eager  to 
buy  the  book.  Doubtless  some  publishers  fit  the  mold,  but 
probably  no  more  so  than  executives  who  traffic  in  other  aspects 
of  culture. 

a.  Printed  Secondary  Materials 

Although  no  comprehensive,  retrospective  directory  of  Ameri¬ 
can  publishers  has  been  compiled,  specific  periods  and  cities  are 
covered  by  the  book-trade  directories  mentioned  earlier  and  by 
other  standard  sources.  In  addition  to  such  standard  sources, 
there  is  a  variety  of  more  specialized  sources,  which  we  discuss 
in  turn,  below. 

i.  Firm  histories  and  biographies.  Firm  histories  and  publisher  bi¬ 
ographies  must  be  approached  with  a  critical  eye,  for  many  are 
written  by  people  so  involved  in  the  industry  that  their  in¬ 
volvement  may  color  what  they  have  to  say.  Still,  in-house 
works  can  be  of  considerable  value,  for  in  many  instances  they 
supply  all  the  information  that  exists  about  obscure  firms.45 
Independent  scholarly  histories  of  publishing  houses  are  sur¬ 
prisingly  scarce  relative  to  the  number  of  houses  that  have  come 
and  gone — this  despite  an  abundance  of  raw  material  in  print.46 
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ii.  Advertising.  Publication  advertisements  give  clues  to  pub¬ 
lishers’  intentions  and  activities.  As  early  as  the  mid-nineteenth 
century,  such  solicitations  achieved  considerable  sophistication 
in  terms  of  psychological  appeals  and  the  development  of  ad¬ 
vertising  campaigns.47  The  advertisements  come  in  several 
forms.  Book  prospectuses,  many  of  which  still  exist,  were  often 
circulated  as  a  means  of  generating  enough  revenue,  through 
subscriptions  or  pre-publication  orders,  to  publish  the  book. 
Publisher-financed  advertising  (as  opposed  to  seemingly  free 
“notices”  by  the  editor)  in  periodicals,  especiahy  local  ones,  is  a 
generally  accessible  resource,  though  posters  are  rare.48 

Hi.  Lists  of  house  titles.  One  of  the  quickest  and  simplest  ways 
to  get  an  overview  of  a  publishing  house  and  its  development  is 
to  assemble,  from  advertisements  or  from  the  general  biblio¬ 
graphical  sources  discussed  above,  a  chronological  list  of  every 
title  the  house  produced.  These  lists  should  be  the  backbone  of 
any  study  of  a  house’s  history,  for  they  record  the  series  of  en¬ 
trepreneurial  decisions  made  in  rough  order  and  suggest  how 
the  firm  responded  to  its  successes  and  failures. 

b.  Business  Papers 

Like  many  other  modern  businesses,  publishing  houses  gener¬ 
ate  much  internal  paperwork  that  is  usually  preserved  only 
while  it  is  useful.  Useless  paperwork  may  accumulate,  of  course, 
but  is  vulnerable  to  all  sorts  of  circumstances:  housecleaning, 
moves  to  other  properties,  or  absorption  by  other  firms. 
Nevertheless,  to  find  the  rare  instance  of  an  accessible  pub¬ 
lisher’s  archive  is  to  hit  pay  dirt,  so  to  speak,  for  at  once  a  rich 
perspective  on  book  history  comes  into  full  view,  one  that  en¬ 
compasses  not  only  the  many  players  involved  in  producing  a 
book,  but  also  disseminators  and  even,  at  times,  readers  and 
other  consumers.  A  solid  guide  by  Beth  Luey  and  colleagues, 
A  Guide  to  Book  Publishers’  Archives  (1996),  provides  access  to 
some  of  this  material.  Of  course,  to  use  this  material  researchers 
must  visit  manuscript  archives  in  person  and  work  through 
boxes  of  material  often  only  organized  at  the  collection  level. 
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The  archives  of  a  few  important  publishers,  however,  do  appear 
in  microform  editions. 

i.  Author  files.  In  many  of  these  archives  the  richest  lode  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  often  the  one  most  likely  to  be  preserved,  is  the 
house’s  correspondence  with  its  authors. The  quality  of  this  cor¬ 
respondence  differs  from  house  to  house  and  author  to  author, 
of  course,  but  even  in  seemingly  humdrum  exchanges,  one  may 
gain  flashes  of  insight  into  the  self-representations  and  motiva¬ 
tions  of  publishers  and  authors.  Recently  this  type  of  cor¬ 
respondence  has  been  appearing  in  print. 

ii.  Contracts.  Another  type  of  document  likely  to  appear  in 
publishers’  archives  is  the  contracts  struck  with,  authors  and  sub¬ 
sidiary  rights  publishers  (contracts  with  jobbers  'show  up  less 
often). This  is  obviously  not  as  rich  a  source  as  correspondence, 
for  most  publisher-author  arrangements  tend  to  follow  a  stan¬ 
dardized  contract;  however,  such  contracts  can  become  impor¬ 
tant,  complex,  and  unique  for  best-selling  authors.49 

iii.  /Accounts.  Pubhshers,  like  other  businesspeople,  kept  track 
of  their  affairs. The  various  ledgers,  daybooks,  waste  books,  jour¬ 
nals,  order  books,  subscription  hsts,  and  cost  books  contain  an 
amount  of  quantitative  information  that  can  be  daunting  and 
confusing.  Happily,  the  data  can  be  entered  into  a  computer  and 
analyzed  to  answer  significant  questions:  How  well  did  the 
house  do  over  time?  What  books  sold  better  than  others  and  in 
what  regions,  towns,  or  cities  did  they  do  so?  How  much  did 
authors  make  from  successful  or  unsuccessful  books,  compared 
to  the  house’s  profits?50 

c.  Editorial  Services 

Obviously,  the  relationship  between  publishers  and  authors  in¬ 
volves  textual  editing  as  one  important  element.  The  text  that  is 
used  for  typesetting,  and  even  the  typeset  material  itself  before 
the  press  run,  is  subject  to  considerable  negotiation.  Sometimes 
the  house  merely  ensures  stylistic  consistency  and  correct  usage, 
a  process  called  line  editing  or  copy  editing.  But  at  its  higher 
levels,  editing  becomes  something  of  a  collaboration  with  the 
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author,  as  the  editor  gives  direction  about  the  manuscript  as  a 
whole,  offers  suggestions  for  restructuring,  and  deletes  entire 
portions  or  recommends  that  new  ones  be  added.  Not  surpris¬ 
ingly,  this  series  of  textual  negotiations  leaves  a  paper  trail — a 
boon  for  historians  of  the  book. 

i.  Copy-edited  manuscripts.  Among  the  richest  elements  of  the 
paper  trail  is  the  original,  edited  text  with  editorial  markings 
upon  it.  From  this  we  can  reconstruct  part  of  the  give-and-take 
of  editing,  as  editors  try  to  rid  the  work  of  blunders,  for  mistakes 
and  vagaries  inevitably  creep  in,  even,  and  perhaps  especially,  in 
the  original. 

ii.  Galleys  and  proofs.  Typeset  material  is  made  following  the 
copy-edited  manuscript  and  goes  through  yet  more  alteration, 
which  historians  of  the  book  may  recover.  Before  electronic 
photocomposition,  typeset  text  was  assembled  in  an  oblong  case 
called  a  galley,  from  which  a  test  imprint  without  page  format¬ 
ting  was  made  on  a  long  sheet  of  paper.  The  result  was  called  a 
galley  proof,  which  was  proofread  in  the  shop  by  the  printers, 
but  also  at  times  by  editors  and  authors. 

Hi.  Editor-author  correspondence.  The  letters  that  pass  between 
editor  and  author  obviously  resemble  the  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  publisher  and  author,  as  discussed  above.  Exchanges  with 
editors,  however,  often  go  beyond  their  role  in  acquiring  suit¬ 
able  and  marketable  manuscripts  to  focus  more  on  giving  the 
text  its  final  shape.  In  fact,  analysis  of  copy-edited  manuscripts 
and  galleys,  when  combined  with  a  full  run  of  author-editor 
correspondence,  can  yield  a  multi-layered  picture  of  production 
practices  and  social  relations. 

iv.  Editorial  biography.  Finally,  there  are  some  editors,  mostly  in 
the  twentieth  century,  whose  work  and  life  have  come  out  of 
the  shadows  of  authors  and  who  have  themselves  been  the 
subject  of  biographies.  Published  biographies  of  such  editorial 
titans  as  Maxwell  Perkins  and  Saxe  Commins  point  the  way  for 
considering  how  the  lives  and  careers  of  lesser-known  editors, 
both  of  books  and  periodicals,  may  have  shaped  the  course  of 
American  literary  history. 
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4.  PRINTERS 

Printers  did  not  always  limit  their  role  to  producing  the 
unbound  sheets  that  make  up  the  book.  Before  the  mid¬ 
nineteenth  century,  printers  might  also  act  as  editors,  type¬ 
setters,  publishers,  binders,  advertisers,  library  proprietors,  and 
booksellers.51  The  industrialization  of  printing  has  its  own 
fascinating  story  to  tell,  for  printing  was  among  the  first  trades 
to  undergo  the  transformation,  making  it  the  original  “culture 
industry.”52 

a.  Ledgers  and  Other  Business  Papers 

Various  printers’  manuscript  ledgers  and  other  business  papers 
have  survived.53  Daybook  ledgers  usually  edntain,  under  the 
date  of  the  transaction,  the  name  of  the  customer,  the  price  of 
the  service  rendered,  and  strikethroughs  of  paid  debts.  Account 
books  can  also  conveniently  portray  the  overall  economic 
health  of  the  enterprise.  Time  books  of  industrial  firms  can  tes¬ 
tify  tor  the  persistence  of  the  labor  pool  for  one  employer,  sea¬ 
sonality  of  work,  or  daily  to  monthly  patterns  of  hiring. 
Unfortunately,  given  the  often  dry  and  tedious  nature  of  this 
material,  most  of  it  remains  in  manuscript  form.54 

b.  Personal  Papers 

The  personal  papers  of  printers  offer  a  different,  less  quantita¬ 
tive  kind  of  insight.  David  Clapp  Jr.,  for  example,  recorded  in  his 
diary  for  22  May  1822,  “I  went  to  Mr.  John  Cottons  Jr.  in  Boston 
to  learn  the  printers  trade.- Terms  2,50  per  week  for  my  board 
$10  and  the  privilege  of  doing  jobs  for  the  first  year.”  The  end 
of  the  entry  reveals  the  entrepreneurial  space  often  cut  for  arti¬ 
sans  in  these  shops:  they  could  earn  extra  money  on  the  side  by 
taking  on  their  own  jobs.  At  the  end  of  that  year,  when  eco¬ 
nomic  difficulty  caused  his  employer  to  dismiss  all  his  help  but 
Clapp,  he  joked,  “I  still  continue  to  work  alone,  with  nobody 
but  the  mice,  who  scamper  around  the  silent  office  as  if  they 
thought  it  had  been  deserted  on  purpose  to  oblige  them.”55 
These  personal  papers  can  also  convey  the  horrors  of  industrial 
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accidents,  as  in  the  case  of  Clapp’s  son,  whose  hand  was  man¬ 
gled  in  the  press,  as  described  by  his  sister: 

When  John  came  home  tonight  A  he  had  his  hand  all  ban¬ 
daged  up,  and,  he  said  that  A  he  Jammed  three  fmSers  ^  in  the 
printing  press,  very  badly,  so  as  to  make  him  vomit  some. 

When  father  was  putting  the  poultice  on,  when  he  got 
home  it  made  him  vomit  again,  and  I  was  afraid  I  should 
faint  away,  so  I  went  down  stairs,  and  felt  faint  a  little. 

Mother  was  so  faint  that  she  had  to  go  and  lie  down,  and 
Mary  felt  rather  faint  too. 

Nine  days  later  she  reveals  that  the  accident  resulted  in  a  per¬ 
manent  impression:  “the  type  went  on  to  John’s  hls  fingers,  and 
printed  some  letters  on  one  of  them.”  This  printer,  tragically, 
had  become  his  own  imprint,  so  to  speak.5*3 

Despite  the  wealth  of  insight  these  personal  sources  offer,  no 
one  has  yet  undertaken  the  task  of  assembling  a  list  of  available 
manuscript  or  print  items  by  printers.  The  best  approach  to 
finding  these  sources  is  through  some  of  the  classic  works  of 
printing  history. 

c.  Manuals 

The  print  industry  has  produced  many  “how-to”  manuals  that 
reveal  past  shop  practices  and  trade  problems.  C.  S.  Van  Winkle’s 
The  Printer’s  Guide  (1827),  for  example,  tells  apprentices  how 
they  should  stand  and  gives  detailed  directions  about  distribut¬ 
ing  type  back  into  cases,  as  well  as  about  composing  and  impo¬ 
sition  (the  way  different  pages  are  oriented  on  large  sheets  so 
that  they  come  right  when  folded  and  cut).  The  manuals  also 
speak  to  master  printers,  for  example,  warning  them  against 
hiring  runaway  apprentices.  Sometimes  manuals  provide  tech¬ 
nical  information,  such  as  tables  to  calculate  the  amount  of 
paper  required  to  print  a  book.  Such  manuals  may  be  located  by 
consulting  a  few  specialized  lists  as  well  as  the  printers’  library 
catalogs  cited  below. 

d.  Type  Specimen  Books  * 

Rarer  than  printers’  manuals  but  offering  unique  information 
are  type  specimen  books.  Both  typefoundries  and  printers  pro- 
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duced  these  advertising  samples  of  their  work.  The  most  com¬ 
mon  use  of  the  type  specimen  books  by  historians  is  to  help 
estimate  the  publication  date  of  undated  imprints.  These  speci¬ 
mens  also  provide  a  vocabulary  for  book  historians  who  wish  to 
describe  and  analyze  typography. These  books  occasionally  pro¬ 
vide  hints  about  the  suggested  uses  of  specific  types  for  certain 
kinds  of  texts. 

e.  Artifacts 

One  may  read  about  press  operations  and  experience  the  look 
of  presswork,  but  an  encounter  with  the  physical  artifacts  of 
printing  has  an  impact  all  its  own.  There  are  several  fine  collec¬ 
tions  of  artifacts  available — for  example,  tho^e  of  the  National 
Museum  of  American  History,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the 
Henry  Ford  Museum,  Dearborn,  Michigan.  Artifacts  range 
from  composing  sticks  to  power-driven  presses  and  typesetting 
machines.  Some  living-history  museums,  like  Old  Sturbridge 
Village,  Colonial  Williamsburg,  and  New  York’s  South  Street 
Seaport  Museum,  maintain  their  own  period  print  shops,  which 
give  demonstrations  of  the  art. 

f.  Biographies  and  Firm  Histories 

Published  biographies  and  firm  histories  of  printers  come  in 
several  varieties.  There  are  a  few  collective  biographies,  starting 
with  Isaiah  Thomas’s  in  1810,  but  the  field  later  becomes  so  vast 
that  the  only  works  that  can  claim  to  be  comprehensive  are 
local.  Reminiscences,  especially  those  of  nineteenth-century 
figures,  often  resemble  the  collective  biographies  in  treating  a 
group  of  printers  and  other  book-trade  people  at  some  length. 
Full-length  autobiographies  are  more  frequent  for  the  twenti¬ 
eth  century  and,  as  is  the  case  with  most  autobiographical  ma¬ 
terial,  must  be  approached  with  a  critical  eye.  Biographies  of 
printers  who  remained  in  the  trade  are  few,  although  those  of 
people  who  moved  on  to  fame  in  other  areas,  like  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Henry  George,  are  common.  No  comprehensive 
bibliographical  source  currently  provides  access  to  the  various 
types  of  published  accounts  by  or  of  individuals. 


44 


A  Handbook  for  the  Study  of  Book  History 

g.  Trade  Unions  and  Employers’  Organizations 
Labor  unions  came  earlier  to  printing  than  to  most  trades. 
Strikes  date  back  to  the  late  eighteenth  century,  and  by  the 
early  1830s,  printers’  unions  were  forming,  such  as  the 
Typographical  Association  of  New  York.  Many  of  the  docu¬ 
ments  originating  from  this  period  are  reprinted  in  Ethelbert 
Stewart’s  Documentary  History  of  Early  Labor  Organizations  of 
Printers  (1905). The  unions  grew  up  alongside  employers’  orga¬ 
nizations  and,  apart  from  obvious  points  of  difference,  actually 
shared  a  concern  with  security  and  a  related  worry  about  over¬ 
competition.  After  an  abortive  attempt  to  found  a  national 
union  just  before  the  Panic  of  1837,  the  National  Typographic 
Union  was  formed  in  1852.  But  a  natural  rift  developed  be¬ 
tween  compositors,  whose  work  remained  craft-based,  and  the 
pressmen,  whose  work  was  increasingly  mechanized.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  in  1889  the  pressmen  formed  their  own  organization,  the 
International  Printing  Pressmen’s  Union.  The  old  and  the  new 
unions  alternately  feuded  and  attempted  to  cooperate,  and  then 
in  1911  the  two  were  reunited  with  other,  similar  trades  in  the 
International  Allied  Printing  Trades  Association.  The  best  access 
to  information  about  these  organizations  is  through  their  vari¬ 
ous  publications. 


5.  OTHER 

Authors,  agents,  publishers,  editors,  and  printers  are  only  the 
most  obvious  producers  of  books  and  periodicals — perhaps  be¬ 
cause  they  are  involved  in  one  way  or  another  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  texts  more  than  artifacts,  or  so  it  seems.  But,  as  we  will 
see,  there  are  many  other  important  contributors  to  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  printed  word. 

a.  Typefoundries 

The  United  States  long  remained  dependent  on  Europe  for 
metal  type,  despite  the  establishment,  by  Archibald  Binny  and 
James  Ronaldson,  of  the  first  true  American  typefoundry  in 
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Philadelphia  in  1796.  This  was  followed  by  similar  efforts  by 
David  and  George  Bruce  in  New  York  and  by  the  Boston  Type 
and  Stereotype  Foundry.  Only  with  the  industrialization  of  ty¬ 
pography,  through  electro  typography,  lithography,  and  finally 
linotypography,  did  Americans  achieve  independence  in  this 
area,  although  the  local  wood-type  trade  flourished.  By  the 
early  twentieth  century,  typefounding  was  becoming  type  de¬ 
sign,  and  eventually  offset  printing  ended  metal  letterpressing. 

The  evidence  available  for  typefoundries  consists  of  three 
basic  sorts:  (1)  type  specimen  books  (mentioned  earlier  in  regard 
to  printers);  (2)  foundry  advertising  in  both  trade  and  general 
newspapers;  and  (3)  manuscript  collections  of  business  papers  of 
these  firms.57  .  ,,  '  ’  *  , 

b.  Illustrators 

Like  typefounding,  book  illustration  was  revolutionized  by  the 
successive  waves  of  innovation  in  typographical  reproduction 
that  syvept  through  the  nineteenth  century.  Before  that,  illustra¬ 
tions  were  printed  from  either  wood  blocks  or  copperplate; 
with  the  advent  of  stereotyping,  illustrations  were  placed  along 
with  text  in  that  form. 

Unlike  typefounding,  which  was  a  hardware-intensive  indus¬ 
try,  most  of  the  human  energy  in  illustration  went  into  drawing 
or  engraving.  Hence,  book  historians  have  been  most  interested 
in  these  producers  and  their  work,  and  less  so  in  the  processes 
used  to  bring  that  work  before  the  public.  Several  lists  of  en¬ 
gravers  exist  to  help  book,  historians  in  this  area,  and  there  is  a 
growing  literature  on  the  twentieth-century  successor  to  drawn 
illustrations — photographic  illustration. 

c.  Bookbinders 

Before  the  mid-nineteenth  century  the  covers  and  sheets  of 
books  were  produced  separately;  placing  a  cover  on  the  book 
was  the  responsibility  of  the  book  buyer.  Bookbinding  was  a  te¬ 
dious  process  that  could  consume  a  craftsman’s  full  day  for  but 
a  single  volume.  This  limited  the  number  of  books  that  could  be 
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bound  in  any  given  community,  yet  the  craft  was  so  individual¬ 
ized  that  some  historians  can  link  bindings,  just  by  their  look,  to 
particular  craftspeople.  By  the  mid-nineteenth  century  a  series 
of  innovations  led  to  so-called  edition  binding,  a  uniform  look 
for  all  copies  produced,  while  mechanization  allowed  binderies 
to  proliferate. 

d.  Papermakers 

Papermaking  is  somewhat  independent  from  other  book  trades. 
While  much  paper  output  goes  to  book  and  periodical  produc¬ 
tion,  a  good  deal  goes  to  allied  trades  in  which  printing  takes  a 
secondary  role:  stationery,  containers,  wrappers,  cards,  or  wall¬ 
paper,  to  name  a  few.  It  is  important  to  remember,  too,  that  the 
history  of  paper  goes  back  much  further  than  that  of  movable 
type — all  the  way  back  to  A.D.  105  in  China,  when  disintegrated 
fiber  was  first  used  to  produce  a  flexible  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  writing  surface.  Eventually  macerated  rags  became  the 
characteristic  ingredient  of  early  modern  European  paper  pro¬ 
duction;  in  the  early  nineteenth  century,  with  the  advent  of 
mechanized  paper  production,  the  rags  gave  way  to  increasing 
content  of  much  less  durable  wood  pulp.58  Papermakers  often 
literally  left  their  mark  on  their  products,  by  impressing  the  wet 
paper  while  it  was  still  in  the  mold  with  a  design  unique  to  the 
manufacturer.  The  resulting  slight  difference  in  paper  thickness 
where  the  design  was  impressed  is  called  a  watermark.  The 
watermark  can  be  easily  viewed  by  holding  the  sheet  of  paper 
up  to  a  source  of  light.  Retrospective  catalogs  of  watermarks  are 
increasingly  available  and  allow  researchers  to  link  specific  paper 
to  specific  manufacturers  and  dates  of  production  with  uncanny 
precision.  Such  sources  offer  many  opportunities  for  book  his¬ 
torians  to  unravel  the  histories  not  only  of  paper  manufacturing 
firms  but  also  of  distributors  and  retailers.  Through  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  work  in  city  directories,  scans  of  newspaper 
advertisements,  and  manuscript  census  records,  a  composite 
picture  of  this  aspect  of  book  history  can  be  built  up. 
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6.  BOOKS  AS  ARTIFACTUAL  AND  DOCUMENTARY  EVIDENCE 

The  history  of  texts  can  be  traced  through  the  study  of  their 
physical  properties  as  books. This  study  is  known  as  bibliography. 
The  term  is  often  defined  simplistically;  for  example,  we  tend  to 
think  of  a  bibliography  as  a  list  of  titles  pertaining  to  a  certain 
subject,  as  in  the  list  of  works  cited  at  the  end  of  a  scholarly 
book  or  even  a  longer  catalog  of  titles,  published  separately,  on 
a  topic  or  time  period.  This  kind  of  compilation  is  usually  called 
enumerative  bibliography.  But  we  are  concerned  here  with  descrip¬ 
tive  bibliography,  which  is  actually  the  product  of  rigorous  study 
intended  to  aid  literary  critics  in  their  quest  for  an  author’s  ide¬ 
ally  intended  text.  Descriptive  bibliographers  help  textual  and 
literary  critics  by  attempting  to  reconstruct  the  journey  of  a 
book  from  a  pristine  form  (“the  ideal  copy  as  the  printer  in¬ 
tended  it  to  leave  his  hands”)  through  its  various  subsequent 
editions  and  printings.  This  kind  of  bibliographer  describes  each 
editioja  or  variant,  against  the  prototype,  as  carefully  as  pos¬ 
sible — enough  so  that  a  reader  of  the  bibliography  can  almost 
envision  the  format,  page  by  page,  of  each  variant  of  the  book. 
This  is  done  in  a  form  of  notation  (especially  formulated  for 
early  books)  made  exact  by  W.  W.  Greg  and,  later,  Fredson 
Bowers.59  Most  book  historians  never  aspire  to  the  standards  set 
by  these  bibliographers,  one  of  whom  acknowledged  that  de¬ 
scriptive  bibliography’s  “general  effects  tend  more  to  show  the 
specialist  what  he  does  not  yet  know  than  to  open  up  new  ter¬ 
ritory  for  exploitation  by  the  general  scholar.”60 

What  is  of  greater  use  for  most  persons  interested  in  book 
history  is  an  understanding  of  analytical  bibliography — the  study 
of  the  physical  properties  of  books,  upon  which  descriptive  bib¬ 
liographers  base  their  work.  Every  book  contains  a  whole  vo¬ 
cabulary  of  signs  that  reflect  upon  its  passage  from  handwritten 
or  typescript  manuscript  to  its  first  published  form,  and  then 
into  subsequent  editions,  variants,  or  states.  These  signs  are  ap¬ 
parent  if  one  reads  the  book  not  for  its  meaning  or  story  line, 
but  instead  for  its  physical  properties.  To  look  at  a  book  for  its 


48  A  Handbook  for  the  Study  of  Book  History 

binding  (it  is  permissible  in  this  case  to  judge  a  book  by  its 
cover!),  the  typeface  used,  or  the  paper  on  which  the  type 
printed  the  words,  is  to  perform  the  work  of  an  analytical  bib¬ 
liographer.  The  earliest  books  (called  incunabula ) — few  people 
indeed  are  ever  lucky  enough  to  hold  one  in  their  hands  for  ex¬ 
amination — give  signs,  such  as  the  colophon,  that  are  usually  ab¬ 
sent  in  modern  books.  The  name  of  the  printer  and  the  date  of 
completion  often  appear  at  the  end  of  these  early  printed  texts. 
Early  books  also  contain  “signatures” — not  autographs,  but  di¬ 
rections  (running  vertically  at  the  bottom  of  pages)  to  the  book¬ 
binder  for  folding  the  printed  paper  that  makes  up  the  pages  in 
a  book.  Besides  these  features,  there  are  also  signs  of  wear  and 
tear,  for  it  is  inevitable  and  even  desirable  that  “humankind 
make  their  own  books,  then  they  begin  to  use  them  up.”61 

More  modern  books  will  not  bear  many  of  the  signs  of  the 
oldest  books,  such  as  signatures  or  colophons,  but  much  infor¬ 
mation  still  appears  on  the  title  page  and  its  verso,  commonly 
called  the  copyright  page.  Title  pages  can  be  analyzed  for  the 
decorative  forms  they  sometimes  take,  replete  with  engravings, 
photographs,  or  other  artistic  embellishment.  Like  older  books, 
modern  books — even  in' the  era  of  electronic  typesetting — use 
various  forms  of  typeface,  such  as  roman,  italic,  and  gothic,  each 
with  its  own  merits;  some  are  more  readable  or  simply  more  at¬ 
tractive  than  others.  Look  at  some  nineteenth-century  print,  es¬ 
pecially  advertisements  in  newspapers  or  magazines,  and  notice 
the  standard  forms  of  typeface,  often  elaborately  embellished. 
Binding  techniques  too  have  changed  since  the  post- Wo  rid  War 
II  “paperback  revolution”  of  affordable  books  with  pages  glued 
into  paper  covers.  Still,  many  older  books  and  some  new  ones 
are  handsewn  and  bound  in  expensive  and  decorative  leather 
cases.  Perhaps  the  most  pervasive  sign  within  a  modern  book  is 
the  copyright  symbol  (©)  and  accompanying  date  on  the  verso 
of  the  title  page.  This  is  a  relatively  new  addition,  based  upon 
copyright  laws  that  protect  authors’  materials.  Another  is  the 
Cataloging-in-Publication  data,  printed  benfeath  the  copyright 
information,  which  helps  catalogers  find  a  place  for  the  book 
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among  others  of  its  kind  in  a  modern  library  setting.  Still  an¬ 
other  is  the  infinity  symbol  (o°),  used  by  some  university  presses 
to  indicate  that  a  book  has  been  printed  upon  acid-free  (longer 
lasting)  paper. 

Analytical  bibliography  can  spur  studies  based  upon  the  book’s 
physical  properties — studies  that  reach  beyond  the  end  product 
of  a  descriptive  bibliography.  One  bibliographer,  for  example, 
calls  for  more  analysis  of  the  material  forms  of  books  and  their 
“expressive  function  in  conveying  meaning.”  In  other  words, 
how  does  the  appearance  of  a  text  affect  our  reading  of  it?  An 
author’s  intended  meaning  can  be  subject  to  intervention  as 
much  by  the  publisher’s  choice  of  typography,  paper,  and  other 
“bibliographical  signs,”  as  by  editing  or  printer’s  changes.  In  this 
way  human  intervention  affects  the  author’s  production  and  al¬ 
ters  its  original  meaning.62  Other  scholars  have  studied  changes 
in  the  “packaging”  of  authors’  texts  from  the  perspective  of  the 
publishers  of  the  modern  era,  when  “utility,  not  magnificence,  is 
the  criterion”  for  mass-producing  affordable  yet  profit-making 
books.  One  might  also  explore  the  conditions  under  which  pub¬ 
lishers  created  expensive,  elaborate  gift  books  that  bestowed  sta¬ 
tus  on  recipients,  or  called  attention  to  the  fine  typeface  of  a 
periodical  to  advertise  its  genteel  character.63 

7.  BOOKS  AND  THE  LAW 

Law  provides  an  important  context  for  the  printed  word  in  the 
United  States.  It  can  protect  the  property  of  authors  and  pub¬ 
lishers,  but  it  also  places  limits  upon  what  can  be  put  into  print. 
Legislation  governs  the  flow  of  print  from  outside  the  nation,  as 
well  as  the  flow  of  American  products  abroad. 

a.  Copyright 

The  U.S.  government’s  efforts  to  protect  intellectual  property 
have  made  copyrighting  an  important  part  of  book  history. 
From  the  1790s  on,  publishers  and/or  authors  have  sought,  by 
registering  their  work  with  the  U.S.  Copyright  Office,  to  use 
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federal  law  to  protect  themselves  from  plagiarism  or  outright 
theft  by  Americans.  (Only  with  the  international  copyright 
agreement  of  1891  did  some  protections  extend  overseas.)  The 
records  of  the  Copyright  Office  thus  contain  important  infor¬ 
mation  that  can  help  date  undated  works  or  identify  the  author 
of  anonymous  works;  in  some  cases,  the  copyright  record  is  all 
that  is  left  to  testify  to  a  book’s  existence  (though  not  all  copy¬ 
right  works  were  indeed  printed).64  Court  records  and  briefs  of 
federal  cases  arising  out  of  copyright  disputes  are  a  rich,  yet 
mostly  untapped,  source  for  book  historians. 

b.  Censorship 

In  1690  the  first  newspaper  published  in  the  British  American 
colonies,  Boston’s  Publick  Occurrences ,  Both  Foreign  and  Domestic, 
was  suppressed  by  the  government  after  but  one  issue.  This 
marked  the  beginning  of  a  long  and  continuing  struggle  to  bal¬ 
ance,  on  the  one  hand,  the  desire  of  authorities  to  maintain  the 
public  peace  or  welfare  through  censorship  with,  on  the  other, 
the  press’s  and  publishing  industry’s  drive  to  bring  before  the 
public  even  disturbing  or  erroneous  materials  if  they  seemed 
likely  to  find  an  audience  or  if  someone  simply  wished  to 
finance  such  a  venture.  Book  historians  can  trace  these  various 
struggles  over  press  and  book  censorship  through  the  discourse 
surrounding  specific  issues  in  the  periodical  literature  and  in  the 
debates  in  governmental  bodies  (for  example,  those  surround¬ 
ing  federal  sedition  legislation  in  1798  and  1917-18).  Insight  can 
equally  be  gained  from  the  court  reports  of  various  cases  in¬ 
volving  censorship  at  all  levels  of  government.  Finally,  surveil¬ 
lance  of  authors  by  government  agencies  has  produced  an 
unintentionally  fertile  source  for  the  history  of  the  book. 

c.  Foreign  Trade 

Perhaps  because  most  literary  historians’  interests  have  stopped 
at  national  borders,  fairly  little  attention  has  been  paid  by 
Americans  to  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  the  international  book  trade 
after  the  colonial  period.  While  some  work  has  been  done  on 
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international  copyright  legislation,  protectionism — especially  as 
expressed  in  U.S.  tariffs  on  imports  not  only  of  imprints  but  also 
of  the  raw  materials  of  the  book  trade — is  an  even  more  im¬ 
portant  but  generally  overlooked  theme.  U.S.  Customs  records, 
ship  registers,  and  the  debates  in  Congress  surrounding  the  tariff 
can  supply  the  primary-source  information  for  book  historians 
working  in  this  area.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  trade 
went  two  ways:  the  policies  and  practices  of  nations  receiving 
American  imprints  must  also  be  examined. 

8.  CONCLUSION 

Clearly,  more  individuals  and  corporate  entities'  are-involved  in 
producing  books  than  just  authors  and  publishers.  Fundamental 
control  of  the  processes  that  produce  meaning  through  printed 
texts  is  shared  by  many  players,  who  may  at  times  play  at  cross¬ 
purposes  or  simply  by  different  rules.  Hence,  a  book,  magazine, 
or  newspaper  does  not  usually  emerge  from  the  publishing 
house  as  a  product  with  a  single  meaning  intended  by  one  pro¬ 
ducer;  rather,  it  is  more  often  the  site  of  multiple  meanings,  or 
multivalency,  contested  at  times  by  authors,  agents,  publishers, 
editors,  and  other  players. 

C.  DISSEMINATORS 

Once  a  book  leaves  a  publisher’s  warehouse,  it  is  “finished”  in 
material  terms,  but  it  is  not  yet,  culturally  speaking,  a  finished 
product.  It  has  still  to  go  through  many  more  interventions  that 
select  and  shape  the  channels  through  which  the  book  will  ul¬ 
timately  be  received. 


I.  DISTRIBUTORS 

Distributors  are  middlemen  in  the  transit  of  books  from  pub¬ 
lishers  to  consumers. They  warehouse  books,  handle  orders,  and 
arrange  for  shipping.  Because  they  handle  books  from  several 
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publishers — and  the  distributors  employ  economies  of  scale  that 
lead  them  to  become  virtual  monopolies,  like  the  American 
News  Company — they  provide  a  unique  vantage  point.  For 
book  historians,  the  business  papers  of  distributors  can  be  very 
useful,  since  they  assemble  in  one  place  the  destinations  of  a  va¬ 
riety  of  publications. 


2.  RETAILERS 

Perhaps  the  moment  in  the  dissemination  process  that  has  the 
strongest  impact  upon  the  consumer  is  at  the  point  of  sale.  At 
this  point,  the  consumer  takes  in  information  that  helps  con¬ 
textualize  the  meaning  of  the  book.  The  location  of  a  book  on 
the  shelves  is  the  main  indicator  of  meaning  in  a  bookstore.  For 
example,  a  quasi-autobiographical  novel  about  one  woman’s 
quest  for  spiritual  growth  might,  depending  on  the  bookstore, 
be  displayed  among  fiction,  biography,  religion,  New  Age,  or 
women’s  studies.  The  shelf  location  helps  shape  the  purchaser’s 
expectations  of  the  book  and,  thus,  contributes  to  the  meaning 
he  or  she  may  find  in  it.  But  shelf  location  is  not  all:  salespeo¬ 
ple’s  advice,  or  the  social  types  of  shoppers  hovering  in  the  area 
where  the  book  is  displayed,  are  only  a  few  of  several  other  fac¬ 
tors  introduced  into  the  production  of  meaning. 

a.  Booksellers 

Bookshops  have  historically  been  the  place  where  most  con¬ 
sumers  encounter  books.  These  retail  venues  have  two  related 
lineages:  general  stores  and  printing  shops,  both  of  which  sold 
books  down  through  the  nineteenth  century.  Unfortunately, 
much  romance  surrounds  the  bookstores  of  yore  (especially  in 
the  nineteenth  century),  and  historians  have  simply  not  taken 
the  stores  very  seriously,  except  perhaps  to  analyze  their  wares 
in  order  to  get  an  idea  of  the  intellectual  resources  available  to 
a  community. 

We  have  a  long  way  to  go  toward  understanding  these  im¬ 
portant  institutions,  but  there  are  excellent  sources.  Store 
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ledgers  and  other  business  records  may  identify  the  titles  in  the 
store,  as  well  as  the  suppliers  and  purchasers  on  account. 
Individual  consumer  names  can  be  connected  to  specific  titles, 
of  course,  and  the  overall  consumption  patterns  of  books  and 
other  printed  materials  can  be  analyzed.  The  ledgers  may  also 
indicate  the  markup  or,  in  publishing  parlance,  the  discounts  on 
the  books,  along  with  other  details  of  publisher-bookseller  re¬ 
lations.  Bookstore  inventories  are  particularly  useful,  not  only 
for  seeing  exactly  what  stock  was  on  the  floor  at  a  specific  mo¬ 
ment,  but  also  for  reconstructing  the  proximity  of  different  ti¬ 
tles  and,  in  general,  the  interior  organization  of  the  store’s 
stock.65 

/  <■ 

Bookstore  advertisements  can  also  contain  3  wealth  of  infor¬ 
mation,  including  engravings  or  photographs  of  the  interior,  ad¬ 
vertising  copy  indicating  the  bookseller’s  idea  of  what  might 
help  sell  a  particular  book,  the  titles  of  books  for  sale,  hours  of 
store  operations,  and  so  forth.  Not  to  be  overlooked  are  the 
various  publications  of  trade  associations,  like  the  American 
Booksellers  Association,  as  well  as  the  many  how-to  books  pub¬ 
lished  since  the  late  nineteenth  century.  These  can  give  some 
clues  about  the  interior  life  and  organization  of  bookstores,  of 
so  much  value  in  the  absence  of  first-person  accounts  from 
shoppers  (a  very  rare  occurrence  in  diaries  and  letters).  Finally, 
to  round  out  the  picture  of  the  bookstore,  there  are  several  auto¬ 
biographies  and  biographies  of  specific  booksellers. 

b.  Periodical  Shops  (Depots)  . 

Somewhere  in  the  shuffle  of  American  book  history  one  august 
institution  became  lost — the  periodical  depot.  These  shops, 
which  apparently  emerged  in  the  1 840s,  were  not  exactly  like 
newsstands,  though  they  did  carry  recent  periodicals;  they  also 
sold  books  and  pamphlets,  as  well  as  lozenges,  patent  medicines, 
and  cigars.  We  can  get  a  glimpse  of  one  of  these  depots  from  a 
broadside  issued  by  W.  Little  &  Co.,  Boston,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  funeral  ceremonies  for  President  Zachary  Taylor  in  1850. 
The  sheet  gives  the  parade  order  and  order  of  services,  but  most 
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of  it  is  an  advertisement  for  the  store.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
store  offers  the  Boston  daily  and  weekly  newspapers,  four 
papers  from  Philadelphia,  twelve  from  New  York,  and  sixteen 
from  overseas,  as  well  as  magazines,  listed  under  “Pictorial 
Monthlies,”  juvenile,  medical,  law,  miscellaneous,  and  religious. 
What  is  surprising  is  the  number  of  books  and  pamphlets,  in¬ 
cluding  plays,  banknote  lists,  almanacs,  phrenological  and 
physiological  works,  and  hundreds  of  novels.  There  are  special 
notices  for  The  Fireman's  Own  Book  and  sex  advice  manuals,  too. 
To  top  it  off,  a  block  print  depicts  the  lively  interior  of  the  store, 
populated  by  genteel  men  of  all  ages  who  are  waited  upon  by 
clerks  behind  counters;  newsboys  in  front  hawk  their  wares, 
while  a  stiff-backed  man  with  the  word  “police”  in  his  hat  brim 
patrols  the  scene.  Apart  from  these  types  of  advertisements 
(sometimes  appearing  on  imprints  themselves  marketed  by  the 
shops),  the  only  other  access  for  book  historians  wishing  to 
identify  these  institutions  is  through  city  directories.66 

c.  Book  Agents /Peddlers 

More  familiar  to  book  historians,  but  still  largely  underrated  are 
the  many  traveling  retailers  who  plied  Americans  with  books. 
These  were  of  several  sorts,  ranging  from  the  colonial  peddlers 
(often  independent  contractors)  to  agents  garnering  subscrip¬ 
tions.  These  travelers  have  quite  some  stories  to  tell,  especially 
the  women  who  set  out  in  this  line  of  work  in  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  More  testament  to  their  role  in  disseminat¬ 
ing  the  printed  word  can  be  found  in  blads,  or  salesmen’s  dum¬ 
mies.  These  mock-ups  of  the  books-to-be  sometimes  included 
a  few  sample  pages  with  the  edition  binding  wrapped  around  a 
slab  of  wood  the  projected  size  of  the  book.  Manuscript  itiner¬ 
aries  or  accounts  of  these  travelers  can  tell  book  historians 
where  publications  were  going  and  by  whom  they  were  being 
purchased.67  Finally,  some  agents  wrote  reports  to  publishers,  a 
few  of  which  have  survived;  these  provide  some  of  the  best  in¬ 
formation  we  have  about  the  state  of  literary  culture  and  taste 
in  America’s  hinterlands. 
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d.  Book  Clubs 

Book  clubs  have  a  distinguished  history  in  America,  stretching 
back  at  least  as  far  as  Benjamin  Franklin’s  literary  association, 
the  Junto.  The  reason  for  the  clubs  remained  the  same  through¬ 
out  the  nineteenth  century  as  in  Franklin’s  day:  it  was  cheaper 
and  more  “beneficial”  to  pool  books  and  subscriptions  than  to 
shoulder  the  cost  alone.68  Manuscript  records  of  several  of 
these  reading  clubs  survive;  they  may  give  lists  of  members, 
minutes  of  meetings,  records  of  materials  read,  reports  of  trea¬ 
surers,  and  other  details  about  these  joint  textual  experiences, 
especially  pertinent  to  the  question  of  who  read  what  when. 
One  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  club  focused  on  periodicals,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  entry  for  16  May  1849:  “A- meeting  of  friends,  de¬ 
sirous  of  establishing  a  third  club,  for  the  reading  of  the  leading 
periodicals  &c.  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jn°.  C.  Wyman.”69  By 
1926  the  term  book  club  was  appropriated  by  Harry  Scherman 
as  a  marketing  scheme,  the  Book-of-the-Month  Club,  which 
offerq,d  limited,  “juried”  selections  to  consumers  via  mail. 
Obviously,  these  types  of  clubs  lacked  the  face-to-face  interac¬ 
tion  of  the  earlier  organizations,  but  they  performed  a  similar 
role  of  making  the  reader  feel  a  part  of  a  larger  group. 

e.  General  Merchandisers 

Books  and  periodicals  commonly  have  appeared  in  the  stores 
of  retailers  that  do  not  specialize  in  literature.  Sometimes  this 
was  of  necessity,  since  the  local  population  may  not  have  been 
large  enough  to  support  such  specialized  stores.  In  these  cases 
general  stores  often  took  the  bookstore’s  place.  The  many  ac¬ 
count  books  left  by  these  stores  are  an  excellent  source  for  the 
book  historian,  for  they  not  only  allow  for  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  specific  titles  and  names,  but  also  give  some  indication 
of  a  family’s  other  purchases.  In  fact,  in  towns  with  only  one 
general  store,  the  historian  can  calculate  the  percentage  of  the 
family’s  total  expenditures  given  over  to  literature.  The  ac¬ 
counts  can  also  be  linked  to  nineteenth-century  postmasters’ 
records  for  the  receipts  of  newspapers  and  magazines.70  Books 
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and  periodicals  could  turn  up  in  just  about  any  retail  establish¬ 
ment,  however,  and  they  were  a  feature  of  department  stores 
right  from  their  foundation  in  the  mid-nineteenth  century.  By 
the  twentieth  century,  books  could  also  appear  in  supermarkets 
and  in  drugstores. 


3.  AFTERMARKET 

Not  all  books  followed  a  predictable  path  from  publisher  to 
consumer,  and  the  consumer  may  not  have  been  the  last  stop  in 
the  line.  One  detour  for  books  was  to  go  upon  the  auction 
block;  another  was  to  go  back  upon  the  market. 

a.  Auctions 

Book  auctions,  which  had  long  been  common  in  America  as  a 
way  of  selling  off  unwanted  stock  or  property  in  probate,  took 
on  an  additional  function  by  the  early  nineteenth  century:  that 
of  trade  sales,  held  on  specific  days  in  the  major  publishing  cen¬ 
ters,  where  local  buyers  convened  to  sample  the  wares.  Records 
of  these  events,  while  not  abundant,  do  exist  in  manuscript.71 
More  common  are  published  advertisements  or  copies  of  the 
printed  catalogs  that  were  circulated  before  the  auctions.  The 
latter  may  give  the  author  and  title,  state  how  many  copies  were 
placed  on  sale  and  in  what  covers,  and  list  the  asking  price.  A 
real  boon  for  book  historians  are  the  numerous  “priced”  cata¬ 
logs  that  can  be  found  in  research  libraries.  In  these,  someone 
has  penciled  in  the  actual  winning  bid;  by  comparing  winning 
bids  and  asking  prices,  one  can  get  a  sense  of  what  books  were 
coveted  by  the  auction  goers  and  which  were  not.72 

b.  Used  and  Rare  Books 

Books  purchased  at  auction  or  bought  directly  from  publishers 
or  consumers  may  fall  into  the  hand  of  dealers  specializing  in 
used  and  rare  books. The  dealers  are,  in  many  ways,  a  breed  apart 
from  common  booksellers,  for  they  face  the  enormous  chal¬ 
lenge  of  satisfying  a  prospective  purchaser’s  unusual  penchant 
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with  an  unusual  book.  Consequently,  a  hunter’s  instinct  is  not 
uncommon  among  this  group,  and  their  lives  can  make  for  good 
reading:  many  accounts  of  the  most  successful  dealers  are  avail¬ 
able.  An  important  aspect  of  the  trade  is  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
prices,  which  appear  in  published  series  as  early  as  1895;  by 
quantify  the  price  fluctuations,  book  historians  can  glimpse  the 
unfolding  development  of  the  antiquarian  book  trade. 

4.  CONCLUSION 

The  dissemination  routes  discussed  here  are  only  some  of  the 
more  common  ways  that  books  tumble  into  consumers’  hands. 

-  y 

Much  work  needs  to  be  done,  not  only  on  specific  channels  of 
dissemination,  but  also  on  the  relative  economic  and  socio¬ 
cultural  impact  of  different  channels. 

D.  CONSUMERS 

/ 

So  far  we  have  seen  how  the  history  of  books  can  be  ap¬ 
proached  through  those  who  produced  printed  materials  and 
those  who  disseminated  them.  But  one  other  important  group 
needs  to  be  explored  as  a  potential  source  of  information — con¬ 
sumers.  Historical  consumers  of  print  can  help  us  chronicle 
how  certain  texts  have  been  acquired,  read,  and  passed  down 
through  generations.  In  this  sense,  consumers  lend  books  their 
ultimate  meaning,  for  books  lie  dormant  in  libraries,  attics,  or 
shops  until  someone  uses  them.  As  we  will  see,  the  category  of 
“consumers”  includes  not  only  private  individuals  but  also,  in 
some  cases,  institutions  such  as  libraries. 

I.  READERS 

The  ancient  Greeks  thought  that  inscribed  words  only  came 
alive  when  people  read  them,  preferably  aloud.  Readers  literally 
gave  “voice,”  hence  vitality,  to  writings.  To  a  great  extent  this 
notion  still  applies  today — for  example,  when  we  appreciate  the 
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eloquence  of  a  work  written  centuries  ago,  or  when  we  are 
moved  by  verse  composed  in  a  distant  time  and  feel  that  an 
author  long  dead  still  reaches  us.  As  readers,  therefore,  we  be¬ 
come  as  much  a  part  of  a  book’s  history  as  the  ink  and  paper 
that  first  brought  it  to  life,  when  we  pick  it  up,  peruse  it,  think 
about  it,  sometimes  are  puzzled  by  it,  discuss  it  with  others,  and 
remember  it. 

Discovering  historical  readers,  especially  “common  read¬ 
ers” — the  everyday  people  who  by  and  large  read  most  of  the 
printed  materials  in  existence — is  not  as  easy  as  finding  out  about 
publishing  processes  or  methods  of  distribution.  Readers  seldom 
left  records  of  their  reading  experiences,  for  they  did  not  believe 
them  to  be  of  historical  significance.  Even  celebrated  people,  like 
canonical  authors  or  prominent  historical  figures,  often  elude  the 
investigator  who  longs  to  know  what  they  thought  about  the 
books  they  owned.  Historical  audiences  for  particular  books, 
especially  those  that  were  not  best  sellers,  are  just  as  difficult  to 
determine.  Yet  many  historians  of  the  book  have  found  ingenious 
ways  of  learning  about  readers  from  the  past. 

Precisely  because  of  the  scarcity  of  direct  evidence  about 
what  historical  readers  thought  as  they  read,  some  researchers 
focus  upon  “hypothetical  readers.”  Simply  put,  hypothetical 
readers  are  conjectures  based  upon  careful  scrutiny  of  texts.  The 
hypothetical  reader  has  been  called  the  “reader  in  the  text,”  for 
this  type  of  research  involves  a  close  reading  of  literature  itself 
to  find  clues  about  who  read  it  or  was  intended  to  read  it,  and 
how  it  was  read.  Books  themselves  contain  hints  about  histori¬ 
cal  readers  or  audiences — for  instance,  in  the  subject  matter  of 
a  book,  its  narrative,  or  in  its  price.  For  example,  sentimental 
fiction,  such  as  the  nineteenth-century  best  seller  The  Lamp¬ 
lighter,  is  replete  with  domestic  imagery  and  “woman’s  sphere” 
ideology,  both  of  which  upheld  contemporary  notions  about 
Victorian  family  life  and  women’s  roles  as  wife  and  nurturer. 
The  book,  in  its  first  edition,  was  also  lengthy  and  bound  in  hard 
covers,  making  it  relatively  expensive.  The  “implied  reader”  of 
The  Lamplighter,  many  researchers  conclude,  was  probably  a 
well-to-do  woman.73 
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Studies  of  hypothetical  readers,  of  course,  are  much  more 
complex  and  subtle  than  the  thumbnail  sketch  above  implies. 
Such  studies  must  take  into  account  an  inevitable  fact  of  com¬ 
munication — misunderstanding.  While  authors  may  write  with 
an  “ideal  reader”  in  mind  (that  is,  one  who  understands  precisely 
what  a  writer  is  trying  to  get  across),  there  are  in  truth  few  such 
beings.  Authors,  try  as  they  might,  cannot  always  be  interpreted 
as  they  intend.  Some  researchers  take  “misreading”  into  account 
as  they  ponder  historical  readers;  like  the  game  called  telephone, 
one  person’s  interpretation  of  a  text,  through  the  distortions  of 
transmission,  becomes  a  new,  even  creative,  way  of  seeing  it  that 
is  passed  on  to  another.  “Everything  depends  ©q  who  is  doing 
the  reading,”  one  literary  historian  explains.  For  example,  the 
Transcendentalist  Margaret  Fuller  passed  on  her  thoughts  about 
Frederick  Douglass’s  Narrative  through  her  review  in  the  New 
York  Daily  Tribune.  Her  own  “misreading”  had  consequences, 
not  necessarily  negative,  for  the  way  we  see  Douglass’s  work 
today.7^  In  a  similar  vein,  literary  specialists  are  always  reinter¬ 
preting  literature,  showing  us  new  ways  of  reading,  say, 
Shakespeare  or,  at  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  a  dime  novel. 
In  fact,  they  themselves  see  their  own  work,  the  criticism  of 
literature  or  the  theorizing  of  interpretation  (called  hermeneu¬ 
tics),  as  subject  to  historical  conditions  that  shape  response.  Just 
as  we  breathe  life  into  a  book  when  we  read  it — even  if  not  with 
ideal  comprehension— literary  critics  offer  us  their  own  less 
than  ideal,  but  insightful  and  fresh  readings  of  texts. 

But  some  specialists  feel  that  precisely  because  the  reader  is 
such  an  important  part  of  the  ongoing  life  of  a  book,  texts  are 
inseparable  from  readers.  One  went  so  far  as  to  ask  of  his  stu¬ 
dents:  “Is  there  a  text  in  this  class?”  People  are  the  text;  the  best 
way  to  know  a  text  is  through  actual  “reader  response.”  The  un¬ 
derstandings  that  readers  bring  to  bear  upon  a  book,  regardless 
of  what  the  author  intended,  ultimately  determine  how  a  book 
is  received.  There  are  as  many  ways  to  read  a  book  as  there  are 
individual  people;  individuals,  however,  are  not  insulated  from 
outside  influences  and  instead  form  “interpretive  communities” 
that  contribute  to  the  understanding  of  a  book.75 
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Such  regard  for  “reader  response”  has  led  historians  of  the 
book  away  from  the  text  itself  as  the  starting  point  for  investi¬ 
gation.  Why  not  go  directly  to  the  source — the  “real  reader”? 
Real  readers,  as  opposed  to  hypothetical  readers,  are  known, 
identifiable  individuals  who  can  tell  us  something  about  their 
encounters  with  books.  Studying  real  readers  is  most  easily  done 
by  interviewing  living,  breathing  readers.76  But  how  does  one 
ask  questions  of  the  “dead  informants” — the  enormous  chain  of 
people  who  once  cherished  and  pondered  a  particular  piece  of 
writing?  77 

a.  Evidence  in  Books:  Inscriptions,  Marginalia,  Book  Plates,  &  Labels 
Sometimes  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  hold  in  our  hands  the 
very  book  that  others,  perhaps  great-grandparents  or  old 
friends,  read  many  years  ago,  and  we  wonder:  What  did  they 
think  of  this  book  when  they  first  glanced  at  it?  When  did  they 
buy  it?  Whom  did  they  share  it  with?  We  may  even  see  their 
handwritten  notes  (called  marginalia)  in  the  margins  of  the 
printed  pages  or  their  name  carefully  inscribed  on  the  first 
page.  Old  Bibles  may  record  genealogies  or  long  lists  of  ances¬ 
tors  through  which  the  volume  was  handed  down.  The  per¬ 
sonal  jotting  of  names  and  thoughts  provides  evidence  of 
historical  ownership  and  readership.  In  an  old  book,  one  may 
sometimes  find  little  scribbled  notes  throughout,  such  as  “So 
true  a  tale”  or  “Paul  Babcock  His  Book,  1805.”78  Some  of  the 
oldest  books  contain  labels  with  a  name  to  identify  the  owner; 
by  the  late  eighteenth  century  these  labels,  often  bearing  intri¬ 
cate  coats-of-arms,  were  being  printed  from  copper  plates  and 
hence  were  called  “book  plates.”  Their  use  suggested  a  love  of 
fine  books,  as  well  as  gentlemanly  refinement.  Gift  books,  often 
ornately  bound  and  illustrated  annuals  meant  as  holiday  gifts  or 
tokens  of  affection,  occasionally  have  frontispieces  printed  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  the  name  of  the  giver  and  date  pre¬ 
sented.  Such  gift  books  were  luxury  items.  At  the  other  end  of 
the  spectrum  of  inscribed  printed  material  is  the  lowly  news¬ 
paper,  sent  cheaply  as  an  economical  way  of  keeping  in  touch. 
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Receiving  a  signed  newspaper,  or  one  with  notes  on  stationery 
tucked  away  inside,  reassured  the  recipient  that  the  sender  was 
alive  and  well  or  that  he  or  she  had  safely  reached  a  destination 
while  traveling. 

This  type  of  evidence  has  its  limitations.  A  name  inscribed  in 
a  book  may  represent  only  one  in  a  succession  of  owners  and 
not  all  owners  who  signed  books  were  their  principal  readers. 
Furthermore,  people  did  not  always  wish  to  pause  and  write 
down  notes  to  themselves  as  they  read.  Because  writing  in 
books  could  become  a  form  of  effacement,  readers  often  limi¬ 
ted  the  amount  of  marginalia.  Book  labels  and  gift-book  fron¬ 
tispieces  with  blank  lines  reflect  patterns  of  ownership  mainly 
among  wealthy  folk,  and  even  these  links  betweeiTnames  and 
books  may  not  indicate  actual  readership.  Even  writing  in  news¬ 
papers  sent  in  the  mail  presented  problems,  for  if  the  postmaster 
happened  to  notice  the  “secret  messages”  within,  he  might 
charge  the  recipient  for  the  cost  of  a  letter;  the  threat  of  this  dis¬ 
couraged  the  practice  and  severely  limited  the  amount  that 
could  be  written  on  these  sheets. 

b.  Personal  Papers 

Apart  from  marginalia  and  inscriptions,  there  are  other  ways  to 
understand  what  books  people  owned,  what  they  thought 
about  as  they  read  them,  and  how  they  acquired  and  disposed  of 
them.  Personal  papers,  or  collections  containing  a  hodgepodge 
of  diaries,  letters,  commonplace  books,  home  library  lists,  and 
account  books  once  belonging  to  members  of  a  particular  fam¬ 
ily,  all  contain  more  detailed  evidence  of  readers’  acquaintance 
with  printed  materials  than  can  be  gleaned  from  typical  margi¬ 
nalia.  Personal  papers  (also  called  family  papers)  may  be  pub¬ 
lished  or,  more  commonly,  in  manuscript. 

Collections  of  personal  papers  in  manuscript  can  most  often 
be  located  in  large  public  and  private  repositories,  state  and  local 
historical  societies,  and  university  libraries;  but  they  also  appear 
in  some  smaller  public  libraries,  in  churches  or  synagogues,  and 
in  a  few  private  schools.  Many  archives  publish  catalogs  of  their 
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family  papers  collections  or  list  their  holdings  on-line.79  If  you 
have  a  general  idea  of  the  family  or  time  frame  that  interests 
you,  writing  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  librarian  or  archivist  of  the 
repository  will  facilitate  your  research.  Be  advised  that  some  pa¬ 
pers  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  families  themselves,  in  which 
case  you  may  have  more  difficulty  in  gaining  access.  Further,  it 
is  often  necessary  to  obtain  permission  to  use  some  collections, 
especially  those  of  people  still  living  or  recently  deceased,  even 
if  the  papers  have  been  deposited  in  archives.  Personal  papers 
may  be  published  as  books,  as  articles  in  scholarly  periodicals,  or 
on  microfilm.  Be  aware  that  editors  of  published  personal  pa¬ 
pers  sometimes  selectively  edit  out  the  very  material  of  interest 
to  historians  of  reading.  Book  titles,  unfortunately,  are  often  the 
first  things  to  go.  Although  many  collections  of  personal  or 
family  papers  exist,  they  have  by  and  large  remained  untapped 
as  valuable  sources  for  the  study  of  reading. 

i.  Diaries.  Family  papers  collections  usually  contain  diaries 
and  journals,  which  can  be  surprisingly  rich  sources  for  under¬ 
standing  the  consumption  of  books.  The  term  diary  is  often 
limited  to  material  “written  for  personal  reasons,”  while  journal 
is  applied  to  material  “kept  as  part  of  a  job”  and,  therefore,  prac¬ 
tical  or  utilitarian;  nonetheless,  archivists  often  use  the  two 
terms  interchangeably.  Some  “literary  journals”  contain  regular, 
often  daily,  records  of  book  titles,  the  time  of  day  the  book  was 
read,  and  whether  it  was  read  aloud  or  silently.  Diaries  may  re¬ 
veal  where  books  were  read:  outdoors,  in  the  attic,  on  the  sofa, 
in  the  parlor,  while  alone,  or  in  the  company  of  others.  Diarists 
often  confided  their  thoughts  about  the  books  they  read  or  the 
role  books  played  in  their  acquisition  of  knowledge.  There  is  no 
way  of  predicting  exactly  who  kept  literary  diaries,  and  most 
archives  do  not  list  them  under  subject  headings  such  as  “read¬ 
ing,”  but  the  chances  are  greatest  among  white,  middle-class, 
urban  or  suburban  women  or  men  who  were  not  immersed  in 
business  (that  is,  retirees  or  students).  But  certainly  literate 
people  of  all  eras,  ages,  income  levels,  ethnicities,  and  religions 
kept  diaries,  and  most  diaries,  except  those  compiled  strictly  for 


How  to  Locate  and  Use  Sources 


63 

business  purposes  or  visiting,  will  reward  attentive  searching  for 
entries  that  in  some  way  relate  to  getting  and  reading  books. 
Sometimes  one  gets  lucky  and  finds,  tucked  in  the  back  pages 
of  a  diary  or  interspersed  between  entries,  a  “list  of  books  I  have 
read.’’80 

ii.  Family  correspondence.  Correspondence  contains  informa¬ 
tion  similar  to  diaries,  but  letters  often  have  more  detailed  re¬ 
sponses  to  books,  for  sharing  thoughts  on  reading  was  one  way 
to  keep  communication  alive,  even  at  a  distance,  in  earlier  times. 
The  exchange  of  thoughts  on  reading  enlivens  many  a  letter;  for 
men  and  women  contemplating  marriage,  books  could  even 
become  “courting  devices,”  as  the  couple  pondered  their  com¬ 
patibility  through  their  responses  to  texts.81  kess?romantic  let¬ 
ters  might  contain  a  thank-you  for  literary  gifts  or  promises  to 
exchange  printed  matter.  Correspondents  might  tuck  a  news¬ 
paper  clipping  in  an  envelope  as  a  way  of  sharing  reading  mate¬ 
rial.  Letters,  furthermore,  give  essential  information  not  found 
in  impersonal  sources  like  advertisements,  such  as  the  valuation 
of  books  as  consumer  items  within  an  expanding  “world  of 
goods.”82 

iii.  Autobiographies.  One  kind  of  personal  account  that  is  rich 
in  references  to  book  consumption  is  the  personal  narrative, 
memoir,  or  autobiography.  This  type  of  record  often  reveals  the 
author’s  relationship  to  books  and  the  important  role  that  study 
and  reading  played  in  his  or  her  life  trajectory.  However,  auto¬ 
biographies  and  memoirs  must  be  used  with  care.  They  are  the 
product  of  both  human  creativity  and  memory;  as  such,  they 
are  both  literary  and  historical.  As  historical  documents,  they 
are  prone  to  human  error:  faulty  recall,  embellishment,  self¬ 
censorship.  As  generally  public  forms,  they  are  also  subject  to 
intervention,  such  as  the  mistakes  of  an  amanuensis,  the 
selectivity  of  an  oral  historian,  the  editing  of  the  publisher,  and 
the  demands  of  the  reading  audience.  But  precisely  because 
they  were  written  with  the  public  in  mind,  several  autobiogra¬ 
phies  appear  in  published  form,  making  them  easily  accessible. 
More  important,  autobiographies  sometimes  remain  the  only 
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firsthand  accounts  of  people  who  did  not  leave  many  other 
personal  records  for  certain  time  periods — namely,  Native 
Americans,  African  Americans,  and  immigrants. 

In  the  case  of  many  persons  of  African  descent  living  under 
slavery  between  1760  and  1865,  a  primary  forum  for  recording 
their  experiences  with  literacy  was  the  “slave  narrative,”  or  “the 
written  and  dictated  testimonies  of  the  enslavement  of  black 
human  beings.”83  Often  punished  for  learning  to  read  and 
write,  slaves  nonetheless  struggled  to  become  literate.  In  slave 
narratives  the  conditions  surrounding  literacy  acquisition  are  al¬ 
most  always  highlighted.  Apart  from  containing  vibrant  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  learning  process,  narratives  use  the  language  of  the 
Bible  and  other  religious  texts,  as  well  as  abolitionist  news¬ 
papers,  and  may  refer  to  oral  recitations,  or  “talking  books,” 
among  other  things  relevant  to  reading.84 

iv.  Personal  financial  accounts.  One  of  the  best  places  to  look  for 
direct  evidence  of  books  as  consumer  items  is  in  personal  ac¬ 
counts.  Account  books  of  expenses  often  list  titles  of  books,  the 
days  they  were  purchased,  and  the  cost  of  the  item.  It  is  often 
difficult  to  determine  for  whom  the  book  was  purchased,  but 
sometimes  the  account  keeper  jotted  down  a  specific  name. 
Personal  account  books  also  allow  the  investigator  to  determine 
what  percentage  of  family  expenditure  was  allotted  to  books 
and  how  books  compared  in  price  to  other  items  of  practical 
necessity,  such  as  foods  and  fabrics.  Account  books  may  not  be 
complete  records  of  all  purchases,  however,  and  so  must  be  used 
with  caution  when  determining  aggregate  expenses. 

v.  Commonplace  books  and  scrapbooks.  Among  collections  of 
personal  papers  that  contain  diaries,  letters,  and  account  books, 
one  may  also  find  scrapbooks  and  commonplace  books — rich, 
if  frustrating,  sources  of  information  on  reading.  Although  com¬ 
monplace  books  generally  include  transcribed  excerpts  from 
literature,  while  scrapbooks  are  usually  filled  with  clippings 
from  printed  sources,  the  two  types  of  books  seldom  appear  as 
entirely  distinct  in  the  age  of  print  through  the  end  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  by  which  time  the  commonplace  book  was 
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“well  nigh  gone.”85  Before  the  invention  of  printing,  the  com¬ 
monplace  book  served  to  preserve  passages  from  manuscripts 
that  one  might  see  only  once  in  a  lifetime.  But  even  after  print¬ 
ing  appeared,  people  would  copy  enjoyable  parts  of  a  borrowed 
book  so  that  they  could  recall  the  reading  experience  after  the 
book  had  been  returned;  or  they  would  paste  in  favorite  news 
items  or  poetry  from  ephemeral  sources  in  order  to  savor  them 
in  the  future,  often  into  old  age.  The  practice  also  seems  to  have 
been  a  way  mentally  to  organize,  extract,  and  then  arrange  by 
topic  gleanings  from  a  vast  field  of  print.  The  most  difficult  part 
of  using  both  commonplace  books  and  scrapbooks  is  in  ascer¬ 
taining  the  source  of  the  literary  fragment,  Tor  often  people 
recorded  parts  of  literature  without  giving  credit  to  the  author 
or  edition,  or  they  failed  to  disclose  the  newspaper  from  which 
a  piece  was  clipped.  As  disappointing  is  the  persistent  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  compiler  to  date  the  items  in  these  books,  which 
often  evolved  over  decades  of  a  lifetime.  Some  help  both  in 
identifying  quotations  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  in  dating  them 
can  be  found  in  a  series  of  on-line  databases,  published  by 
Chadwyck-Healey,  Ltd.,  devoted  to  reproducing  the  full  texts  of 
a  vast  array  of  English  and  American  belles-lettres  (mostly 
poetry  and  drama).  Database  users  can  search  the  entire  corpus 
for  the  occurrence  of  a  particular  combination  of  words  in 
order  to  identify  the  source  and  its  date  of  publication. 

Apart  from  suggesting  reading  preferences,  commonplace 
books  and  scrapbooks  reveal  states  of  mind  as  constructed 
through  reading.  For  example,  in  colonial  Virginia,  William 
Byrd  II  revealed  in  his  commonplace  book  “a  concern  with 
controlling  his  emotions.”  Commonplace  books  of  prominent 
people  like  Byrd  or  the  young  Thomas  Jefferson  (he  found  re¬ 
lease  in  poetry  while  studying  law,  and  his  extracts  persistently 
touch  upon  the  theme  of  death)  are  the  most  likely  to  have  been 
studied.  The  average  person  s  mental  universe  awaits  more  re¬ 
search  through  this  intriguing  source.86 

in.  Personal  library  lists.  While  the  significance  of  entries  in 
commonplace  books  often  remains  elusive,  the  books  that 
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people  had  in  their  personal  libraries  are  forthright  statements 
of  book  ownership — and,  some  say,  consequently  of  reading. 
The  libraries  of  wealthy  people,  such  as  William  Byrd  II,  whose 
vast  collection  was  catalogued  shortly  after  his  death,  have  been 
subject  to  scholarly  investigation.  Prominent  authors,  however, 
have  received  the  most  attention.  For  some,  like  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  their  collections  remained  relatively  intact  and  were 
deposited  in  historical  societies  or  other  repositories.  Lists  of 
books  can  fairly  easily  be  recorded  and  cataloged  in  printed 
form  for  others  to  study.  Some  scholars  will  go  to  great  lengths 
to  reconstruct  what  sat  upon  authors’  bookshelves,  by  tracking 
down  inscribed  copies  of  books  that  have  been  scattered  about. 
Not  satisfied  with  merely  knowing  and  listing  what  a  writer 
owned,  researchers  also  look  at  auction  catalogs  or  library 
charge  records  to  see  what  he  or  she  borrowed  and  placed,  tem¬ 
porarily  at  least,  among  his  or  her  personal  collection.87  Many 
researchers  begin  with  only  lists,  but  in  calling  upon  other  ma¬ 
terials,  such  as  notes  left  inside  books,  diary  entries,  and  margi¬ 
nalia,  they  create  broader  interpretive  studies  that  illuminate  the 
artistic  creations  of  authors  or  the  lifestyles  of  “gentlemen” 
through  their  reading  habits  and  preferences.  For  book  histo¬ 
rians  who  are  not  versed  in  bibliography,  these  lists  compiled  by 
others  may  form  the  basis  for  such  interpretation.  There  are 
many  such  lists,  widely  available  in  printed  form,  but  as  yet  no 
bibliographical  guide  to  them  has  been  published. 

c.  Institutionally  Generated  Evidence  of  Reading 
There  are  many  ways  to  understand  the  history  of  reading  that 
augment  or  even  circumvent  the  study  of  personal  papers.  The 
documents  of  institutions  are  another  body  of  information  that 
researchers  have  used  with  great  success.  Legal  or  government 
documents,  such  as  probate  inventories  or  postmaster’s  records, 
are  one  subset  of  this  type  of  source.  Other  institutional  records, 
such  as  a  library’s  charge  lists,  book  subscription  lists,  a  pub¬ 
lisher’s  book  auctions,  or  sponsored  surveys  of  reading  habits,  are 
another.  Documents  like  these  are  relatively  easy  to  locate  in 
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public  libraries  or  a  local  historical  society,  and  unlike  most  per¬ 
sonal  papers,  they  quite  often  appear  on  microfilm  or  in  printed 
form.  Like  personal  papers,  however,  they  must  be  used  with 
discretion;  carefully  handled  and  creatively  mined  for  informa¬ 
tion,  printed  documents  can  yield  valuable  clues  about  histori¬ 
cal  readers. 

1.  Probate  inventories  and  other  public  documents.  Legal  and  gov¬ 
ernment  documents,  such  as  census  data,  court  records,  and 
especially  probate  records  (containing  wills  and  those  tedious 
inventories  of  a  deceased  person’s  property  or  estate  recorded 
for  judicial  action),  seem  unlikely  sources  for  the  study  of  read¬ 
ing.  They  are  surprisingly  fertile,  however,  especially  for  deter¬ 
mining  hteracy.  ( Literacy ;  although  difficult  to  define,  especially 
within  a  historical  context,  typically  means  the  ability  to  read  or 
both  to  read  and  write.) 

Wills  and  other  signed  documents,  such  as  deeds,  marriage 
records,  or  petitions,  may  reveal  that  the  signer  was  literate. 
Although  there  is  much  debate  over  the  validity  of  signatures  as 
sure  signs  of  literacy  (sometimes  a  “signature”  is  merely  an  “X” 
mark  on  a  document),  signatures  serve  as  a  starting  point  for 
estimating  the  degree  to  which  certain  colonial  and  early 
American  populations  were  part  of  the  general  reading  public. 
It  is  much  easier  to  estimate  literacy  in  the  modern  era,  but 
although  information  is  readily  accessible,  it  cannot  always  be 
accepted  unquestioningly.  For  the  eighteenth  and  early  nine¬ 
teenth  centuries  there  are  ample  court  records  with  signatures, 
but  from  the  mid-nineteenth  century  on,  the  most  commonly 
used  indicator,  at  least  of  self-reported  literacy,  is  census  data:  be¬ 
ginning  in  1840  the  census  included  a  question  about  hteracy. 
But  researchers  have  refined  their  methods  of  inquiry  to  inves¬ 
tigate  more  complex  issues,  such  as  the  degree  of  literacy  at¬ 
tained.  To  this  end,  they  have  designed  a  variety  of  studies  that 
use,  augment,  or  bypass  the  census;  these  include  “then-and- 
now”  studies  comparing  reading  ability  over  time,  standardized 
achievement  tests  and  other  measures  of  education  attainment, 
functional  literacy  tests,  and  assessments  of  job  performance. 


68 


A  Handbook  for  the  Study  of  Book  History 
According  to  one  survey  of  nineteenth-century  literacy: 

The  historical  study  of  such  a  fundamental  process  as  the 
development  of  literacy  in  the  making  of  modern  civiliza¬ 
tions  is  still  in  its  infancy — a  result,  in  part,  of  the  traditional 
reluctance  of  historians  to  accept  and  apply  the  quantitative 
techniques  capable  of  generating  a  comprehensive  selecting 
and  weighing  of  those  factors  which  determine  the  rise 
and  perpetuation  of  literacy.88 

Most  historians  of  the  book  are  not  content  with  merely  deter¬ 
mining  literacy  rates.  Carl  Kaestle  remarks  that  “a  broad  history 
of  literacy  must  look  beyond  the  labels  of‘illiterate’  and  ‘literate’ 
to  study  the  functions  of  reading.”89  Researchers  make  use  of 
relevant  data  to  frame  larger  questions  and  construct  theories 
about  the  correlation  of  literacy  with  such  factors  as  wealth  and 
occupation  or  high  population  density.  They  study  its  relation¬ 
ship  to  reading  publics  and  consider  how  the  “ideology”  of  lit¬ 
eracy  was  spread  through  schools  or  by  the  proliferation  of 
inexpensive  printed  materials,  like  newspapers.  These  re¬ 
searchers  determine  the  meaning  of  literacy  for  distinct  popu¬ 
lations  or  its  long-term  effects  upon  society  in  general.  For 
example,  how  high  a  level'  of  literacy  is  necessary  for  a  person  to 
enjoy  reading?  In  studying  colonial  women’s  literacy,  E. Jennifer 
Monaghan  notes,  “we  should  not  underestimate  the  pleasure 
that  even  a  limited  reading  ability  can  bring.”90  Researchers 
ponder  the  paradox  that  for  much  of  American  history,  the  in¬ 
ability  to  read  has  made  people  dependent,  but  has  not  neces¬ 
sarily  marginalized  them,  for  illiterate  people  often  took  an 
active  role  in  community  or  civic  duty.  Nor  has  illiteracy  pre¬ 
cluded  learning  from  oral  reading.  Yet  illiteracy  is  and  has  always 
been  seen  as  a  serious  liability — especially  in  its  pernicious 
effects  upon  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  and  low-income 
groups;  consequently,  researchers  wish  to  understand  its  causes. 
In  this  era  of  electronic  media  that  invites  visual,  but  nontextual, 
forms  of  learning,  such  as  television  viewing  or  even  Internet 
surfing,  is  the  ability  of  Americans  to  read,  or  to  find  pleasure  in 
the  act,  diminishing  along  with  the  ability  to  think  and  act  criti- 
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cally?  Daniel  Boorstin  reminds  us  that  “our  democracy  is  based 
on  books  and  reading.”91 

Many  book  historians  who  use  probate  records  go  beyond 
locating  signatures  to  studying  the  content  of  inventories.  Upon 
the  death  ot  the  head  of  a  household,  inventory  takers  were- — 
and  still  are  at  times — called  in  to  assess  the  value  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  person’s  property.  Quite  often  they  listed  valuable  books 
among  other  items  left  in  a  person’s  estate.  Although  the  books 
listed  have  long  since  disappeared,  their  titles  are  sometimes  im¬ 
mortalized  in  probate  inventories.  The  “Large  Family  Bible”  of 
Edward  Ambush,  an  African  American  of  Boston,  “even  if 
physically  lost  to  posterity,  manages  to  project  2  strong  presence 
that  eloquently  reveals  preferences.”92  Since  the  earliest  Euro¬ 
pean  settlement  of  America,  large  numbers  of  inventories  have 
been  taken  almost  every  year  in  just  about  every  county. 
Because  they  represent  so  many  people’s  possessions  over  such 
a  long  period  of  time,  historians  have  used  them  to  discover 
large-scale  changes  in  reading  preferences.  Assuming  that  if  a 
person  owned  a  book,  he  or  she  read  it,  researchers  have  com¬ 
piled  lists  of  the  most  favored  titles  or  genres  read  among  cer¬ 
tain  historical  segments  of  the  population.  Some  investigators 
have  even  tried  to  find  out  just  when  in  the  past  reading  became 
so  important  as  an  activity,  even  a  “necessity  of  life,”  for  average 
rural  people.93  Using  probate  inventories,  one  can  quickly  ac¬ 
cumulate  large  numbers  of  titles  even  if  one  “samples”  (looking 
for  example,  at  the  decadal  years,  1800, 1810, 1820,  and  so  forth, 
in  only  a  few  counties  in  one  state).  Probates,  therefore,  lend 
themselves  easily  to  quantification  and  correlations — those  pos¬ 
sible  links  between  at  least  two  factors,  such  as  wealth  (as  de¬ 
duced  from  the  other  property  listed  in  the  inventory)  and  size 
of  a  family  library.94 

Although  probate  records  are  intriguing  sources,  they  have 
their  limitations,  especially  when  used  without  support  from 
the  other  types  of  sources  discussed  above.  These  records  do  not 
give  much  insight  into  individuals’  unique  relationship  to  read¬ 
ing:  what  they  thought  of  the  books  they  read,  when  they  read 
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the  books  they  owned,  or  even  if  they  read  them  at  all.  How 
often  do  we  today  buy,  with  good  intentions,  books  we  will 
never  read?  But  despite  these  and  other  limitations,  inventories 
deserve  to  play  a  larger  role  in  studying  reading  history  than 
they  have  in  the  past. 

ii.  Book-trade  subscription  lists.  Other  underutilized  sources  for 
determining  book  ownership  among  individuals  or  groups  are 
book-trade  subscription  lists.  Subscription  lists  can  be  used  to 
plot  the  geographical  boundaries  of  readers  of  particular  books 
or  to  understand  the  literary  tastes  of  individuals  or  occupa¬ 
tional  groups.  They  are  found  sometimes  at  the  beginning  or 
end  pages  of  the  books  sold  by  subscription  (especially  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  dealing  with  American  publications); 
there  are  also  some  manuscript  lists  of  subscribers,  but  these  are 
more  rarely  found. 

The  Book  Subscription  Lists  Project  (reorganized  in  1975  as 
the  Project  for  Historical  Biobibliography),  begun  in  1971  at 
the  University  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  England,  has  compiled 
thousands  of  books  published  between  1617  and  the  present 
that  contain  subscription  lists.  In  1973  the  project  began  to 
computerize  its  information  with  files  containing  the  sub¬ 
scribers’  name,  class  status,  and  address,  and  the  title  of  the  book 
purchased.  Such  data  can  yield,  for  example,  lists  of  titles  with 
more  than  a  thousand  subscribers,  the  names  and  occupations  of 
subscribers  to  a  particular  edition,  and  books  subscribed  to  by 
particular  individuals. The  project’s  director,  P.  J. Wallis,  describes 
subscription  lists  as  “largely  unused  but  important  historical 
record[s]  of  significance  in  every  aspect  of  British  social  his¬ 
tory.’^ 

This  massive  effort  has  not  been  duplicated  for  American 
books;  in  fact,  little  compilation,  let  alone  analysis,  has  been  done 
at  all.  Most  studies  of  book  subscription  in  America  approach  the 
topic  from  the  angle  of  the  publishing  industry  and  not  the 
reader.  Yet  subscription  lists,  if  one  can  locate  them,  contain  in¬ 
formation  of  great  potential  use.  Certainly  the  practice  of  ob¬ 
taining  subscribers  for  books  continued  into  the  late  nineteenth 
century  and  beyond.  “Be  very  particular  to  write  yourself  the 
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occupation ,  and  the  residence  of  the  subscriber,  and  also  the  Style 
of  Binding  he  is  to  have,”  one  publisher  advised  his  agents  in  1 874. 
Janice  Radway  s  recent  work  on  the  Book-of-the-Month  Club  is 
valuable  lor  understanding  twentieth-century  subscribers  and 
contemporary  “middle  brow”  literary  culture  as  well.96 

Hi.  Photographs  and  drawings.  Visual  material  is  a  neglected 
source  lor  the  study  of  readers,  especially  in  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  when  photographic  shots  of  people  reading  were  common 
(probably  because  of  slow  camera  shutter  speeds).  This  type  of 
material  must  be  used  cautiously,  however,  for  it  is  influenced  by 
an  ideology  of  genteel  literary  consumption  that  may  not  rep¬ 
resent  life  as  actually  lived.  For  example,  some  people  known  to 
have  been  illiterate  were  photographed  with  bocfk  in  hand. 
More  reliable  are  visual  images  that  record  evidence  of  print 
culture  by  accident.  For  example, Thomas  C.  Leonard  examined 
Farm  Security  Administration  photographs  taken  of  share¬ 
croppers’  homes  for  the  appearance  of  clippings  of  magazine 
and  newspapers  illustrations  and  advertisements  hung  upon 
their  walls.97 

iv.  Surveys  and  scientific  studies.  At  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century  American  industrialists  began  to  turn  to  the  social  sci¬ 
ences  to  help  them  understand  their  prospective  markets  in 
order  to  serve  their  customers  better  and  to  generate  more  sales 
in  so  doing.  Faith  was  high  that  by  relying  upon  social  science 
expertise,  management  would  at  long  last  solve  the  persistent 
problem  of  overproduction,  which  in  the  book  trade  meant 
producing  too  many  titles  that  too  few  people  wished  to  read. 
As  a  result,  publishers  embarked  on  a  quest  for  “the  reader”  (by 
which  they  usually  meant  the  purchaser  of  books  or  periodi¬ 
cals). The  results,  though  often  flawed  by  faulty  assumptions  and 
questionable  methodologies,  are  useful  to  book  historians,  be¬ 
cause  publishers  throughout  the  twentieth  century  have  based 
their  decisions  upon  those  findings. 

v.  Library  charge  records.  A  goldmine  for  book  historians  exists 
in  the  various  manuscript  charge  records  of  social  and  public 
libraries.  These  records  can  be  organized  either  in  “daybook” 
fashion,  in  which  charges  are  registered  sequentially,  or  by 
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patron.  In  either  case,  the  records  contain  the  name  of  the  pa¬ 
tron,  a  short  title  of  the  volume  borrowed,  the  date  borrowed, 
and  the  date  returned.  Since  this  is  a  mountain  of  information, 
it  should  be  entered  into  a  computer  database  that  permits  the 
researcher  to  sort  and  quantify  the  data  on  all  four  fields:  patron, 
title,  date  charged,  date  returned.  It  is  then  possible  to  analyze 
the  data  and  find  correlations.  For  example,  one  might  assemble 
the  full  borrowing  list  of  a  family  and  trace  evolving  patterns  of 
interest  or  situate  certain  types  of  works  or  works  by  specific  au¬ 
thors  within  the  greater  whole  of  materials  borrowed. 

Another  approach  to  library  charges  entails  using  census 
manuscript  rolls  (discussed  earlier)  to  find  out  the  age,  residence, 
profession,  and  household  composition  of  those  patrons  who 
charged  out  books.  The  first  task  is  to  identify  the  head  of  the 
household  in  which  a  patron  lived — easier  for  men  than  for 
women.  After  census  records,  one  may  refer  to  local  tax  rolls; 
these  give  information  on  people  rich  enough  to  pay  a  certain 
amount  of  taxes.  This  information  may  permit  the  correlation 
of  wealth  with  specific  reading  patterns.  In  short,  charge  records 
offer  book  historians  an  unusually  systematic  set  of  data  to  un¬ 
derstand  overall  literary  patterns. 


2.  INSTITUTIONAL  CONSUMERS 

Throughout  U.S.  history,  books  and  periodicals  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  not  only  by  individuals  but  also  by  institutions. 
Institutional  purchases  usually  serve  a  specific  goal,  such  as  the 
development  of  a  collection  or  an  internal  body  of  knowledge. 
It  may,  of  course,  still  be  an  individual  who  is  given  the  author¬ 
ity  to  make  purchases,  but  the  decisions  are  generally  made  in 
light  of  the  objectives  of  the  institution.  Further,  the  institutions 
may  go  on  to  create  borrowing  or  browsing  opportunities  for 
individual  readers. 

a.  Libraries 

Among  the  steadiest  and  most  voracious  institutional  con¬ 
sumers  are  the  many  American  libraries,  private  and  public. 
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Indeed,  the  history  of  libraries  is  a  vibrant  field  of  study,  with  its 
own  scholarly  journal  ( Libraries  &  Culture),  professional  organi¬ 
zation  (the  American  Library  Association’s  Library  History 
Roundtable),  graduate-school  concentration,  bibliographies, 
and  multi-volume  collaborative  overview  in  the  works.98  So 
there  is  a  strong  scholarly  tradition  upon  which  book  historians 
working  in  other  disciplines  may  rely. 

Many  sources  and  methods  are  available  to  book  historians 
wishing  to  explore  libraries  as  institutional  consumers  of  books. 
Because  librarians  early  on  kept  archives  of  organizational  ac¬ 
tivities,  purchase  records  sometimes  can  be  found  which  may 
give  direct  evidence  of  who  made  the  decisipn  to  purchase, 
when,  and  from  whom.  Short  of  such  direct  evidence,  library 
catalogs,  both  published  and  in  manuscript,  can  be  systemati¬ 
cally  analyzed  for  such  factors  as  the  relative  percentages  of 
varying  genres  appearing  in  them.  Robert  B.  Winans  analyzed 
most  of  the  surviving  eighteenth-century  catalogs  to  conclude 
that  British  sentimental  fiction  was  much  more  prevalent  in 
America  than  had  previously  been  thought.  Not  every  library 
published  a  catalog,  and  not  every  published  catalog  survives; 
short  of  that,  advertisements  in  periodicals  or  in  handbills  can  be 
useful,  and  in  the  case  of  commercial  circulating  libraries,  these 
may  be  all  that  is  left  to  testify  to  their  holdings.  Sometimes 
annual  reports  of  libraries  list  books  added  to  the  collection  in 
the  previous  year,  and  they  usually  give  general  patron  and 
financial  data  that  may  be  useful  for  book  historians.99  His¬ 
torians  who  wish  to  reconstruct  past  library  practices  and  inter¬ 
nal  organization  may  find  that  more  promising  sources — if 
approached  with  a  critical  eye — are  manuals  and  professional 
journals.  The  library  profession’s  commitment  to  serving  its 
public  has  also  led  to  several  surveys  and  scientific  studies  of 
library  patrons’  behavior. 

b.  Schools 

Besides  libraries,  both  public  and  private  schools  have  been  and 
continue  to  be  major  consumers  of  printed  materials.  Of 
course,  many  schools  maintain  their  own  libraries,  but  they 
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usually  spend  much  more  money  in  textbook  adoptions. 
Evidence  of  such  adoptions  through  much  of  U.S.  history  is 
elusive;  the  best  starting  point  is  probably  the  annual  reports  of 
schools  and  school  systems,  but  these  are  neither  well  indexed 
nor  widely  available.  Accounts  of  a  school’s  curriculum  (often 
issued  by  private  schools  as  part  of  their  advertisements)  may 
contain  either  direct  or  indirect  evidence  of  printed  materials 
used,  and  there  are  miscellaneous  addresses  by  school  officials  as 
well  as  firsthand  accounts  from  teachers  and  students  to  add  to 
the  book  historian’s  toolkit. 

c.  Other 

Three  other  institutional  purchasers  of  books  and  periodicals 
must  be  mentioned.  First,  religious  organizations  of  varying 
sorts  have  used  print  material  in  generally  two  fundamental 
ways:  for  external  distribution  to  laypeople  and  for  internal 
consumption  by  clergy.  Both  types  of  use  date  back  to  the  ear¬ 
liest  Puritan  settlers  in  New  England  and  parish  libraries  in  the 
South,  but  by  the  early  nineteenth  century  some  large  religious 
organizations  were  developing  such  systematic  distribution  of 
print  materials  that  they  resembled  the  information  manage¬ 
ment  systems  of  late  nineteenth-century  corporations.100 
Second,  businesses,  especially  large,  modern  corporations,  fre¬ 
quently  maintain  their  own  in-house  specialized  libraries  or 
purchase  professional  materials  for  their  employees;  for  ex¬ 
ample,  over  the  past  two  decades  there  has  been  an  explosion  of 
computer  manuals.  Although  this  is  a  little-studied  phenome¬ 
non,  book  historians  can  gain  some  insight  from  the  listings  in 
the  American  Library  Association’s  annual  directory.  One  way 
to  learn  more  about  the  internal  use  of  published  sources  by 
technology-intensive  corporations  over  the  past  few  decades  is 
through  the  field  of  information  science,  which  grew  up  to  help 
manage  the  flood  of  documents  these  corporations  encounter 
as  they  attempt  to  make  informed  decisions  based  on  the  latest 
technical  advances. Third,  government  at  all  levels — itself  a  large 
producer  of  print  materials — also  consumes  print  matter  from 
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nongovernmental  sources.  Somewhere  between  the  second  and 
the  third  types  of  institutional  purchasers  are  the  many  private- 
interest  lobbying  groups  (some  of  which  have  their  own  think 
tanks)  that  compete  to  shape  public  policy;  these  also  purchase 
great  numbers  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  subject  areas  with 
which  they  are  concerned. 


3.  THE  BOOK  TRADE  ITSELF 

Book  and  periodical  production  is  somewhat  self-reflexive, 
since  the  rest  of  the  trade  pays  close  attention  to  what  is  tum¬ 
bling  off  the  press.  A  relatively  small  proportion  of  an  edition 
goes  no  further  than  the  trade  itself  and  is  often  distributed  free, 
but  it  may  have  a  disproportionate  impact  on  current  sales  of  the 
title  and  subsequent  publications  of  a  similar  nature.  Review 
media  are  the  most  common  destination  for  these  free  copies, 
but  there  are  also  digests.  Publishing  firms  may  also  purchase  a 
range  p£ titles  to  assist  in  editorial  work  or  to  keep  an  eye  on  the 
competition.  In  the  nineteenth  century,  periodical  publishers 
routinely  exchanged  copies  with  other,  similar  publications, 
usually  to  facilitate  the  “borrowing”  of  copy,  while  crediting  the 
source.  An  illegal  or  ethically  dubious  form  of  internal  con¬ 
sumption  is  that  of  piracy/plagiarism,  in  which  the  literary 
property  is  “consumed”  for  purposes  of  appropriation.  Books 
can  beget  other  books  legitimately  if  the  original  source  is 
properly  quoted  and  cited,  so  authors  themselves  often  consult 
many  books  as  they  prepare  their  manuscripts.  This  more  con¬ 
ventional  influence  on  authorship  and  publishing  leaves  traces 
of  what  modern  literary  critics  call  “intertextuality” — clear 
lines  of  discursive  descent  from  one  text  to  another.  The  range 
of  previous  works  confronting  authors  can  be  awe-inspiring,  so 
much  so  that  one  literary  critic,  Harold  Bloom,  speaks  of  “the 
anxiety  of  influence”  as  an  important,  perhaps  the  defining, 
psychological  challenge  of  authorship.101 
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III.  Conclusion: 

The  Future  of  Book  History 


We  have  set  out  some  of  the  rich  possibilities  for  book  histo¬ 
rians  today  and  have  alluded  to  prior  notable  work.  It  should  be 
clear  that  book  history  is  indeed  complex  and  varied — and  that 
there  is  much  room  for  people  to  make  further  contributions  to 
the  field.  Even  an  awareness  of  the  important  role  print  culture 
has  played  in  American  life  helps  to  sustain  it  in  the  face  of 
threats  from  new  technologies,  poor  adult  reading  comprehen¬ 
sion,  and,  perhaps  above  all,  a  pervasive  sociocultural  malaise, 
even  apathy,  over  the  fate  of  learning. 

In  spite  of  cultural  observers  who  bemoan  the  state  of  the 
book  today,  the  future  for  book  history  research  looks  bright, 
indeed.  The  Society  for  the  History  of  Authorship,  Reading,  and 
Publishing  (SHARP)  provides  a  forum  through  which  people 
from  various  disciplines  can  exchange  ideas;  there  are  also  sev¬ 
eral  local  interdisciplinary  research  centers  of  scholars  working 
on  book  history.  Scholarly  series  in  book  history  have  been 
founded  by  Pennsylvania  State  University  Press,  the  University 
of  Massachusetts  Press,  and  Cambridge  University  Press. 

This  institutional  development  promises  some  new  direc¬ 
tions  for  book  history.  The  interdisciplinary  nature  of  the  de¬ 
velopment  has  created  a  space  for  discussion  among  groups  that 
previously  had  little  mutual  contact:  bibliographers  and  histo¬ 
rians,  sociologists  and  literary  scholars,  and  so  forth.  These 
discussions  hold  out  the  hope  that  book  history  may  be  ap¬ 
proaching  a  synthesis  of  its  varied  and  often  fragmented  spe¬ 
cializations.  At  the  same  time,  as  book  historians  ask  questions 
about  their  field,  they  are  uncovering  huge  gaps  in  the  scholar¬ 
ship  that  may  frustrate  premature  efforts  at  synthesis.  Inter- 
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disciplinary  discussion  has  also  made  book  historians  more 
methodologically  sophisticated  and  creative. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  new  direction  has  been  the  rise 
of  the  history  of  reading,  for  long  the  poor  stepsister  of  the 
author/ publisher  complex.  Reading  represents  more  than  a  new 
topic,  however.  It  promises  a  firmer  connection  to  cultural 
history  than  was  possible  through  the  study  of  authorship  or 
publishing,  for  both  of  those  approaches  had  to  rely  heavily 
upon  some  theoretical  structure  to  attain  any  sense  of  larger 
significance.  After  all,  no  one  doubts  that  readers  are  cultural 
representatives,  at  least  of  their  own  culture,  but  it  is  quite  an¬ 
other  matter  to  argue  that  publishers  or  authors  speak  for  their 
readers,  in  the  absence  of  corroborating  testimony  from  readers. 

New  sources  are  helping  to  develop  the  history  of  the  book, 
too.  One  neglected  “new”  source — long  available  to  librarians 
but  only  recently  to  others — is  the  electronic  library  catalog. 
Keyword  searches  using  faster  computers  and  modems  have 
dramatically  increased  the  pace  of  bibliographical  identifi¬ 
cation — a  key  component  of  book  history.  These  catalogs  also 
help  book  historians  by  facilitating  the  recovery  of  formerly 
obscure  sources  of  book  history — particularly  trade  materials, 
but  also,  increasingly,  manuscripts  originating  from  all  points  in 
the  circuit  of  production,  dissemination,  and  consumption. 
Ironically,  as  book  historians  have  become  more  aware  of  the 
mediations  of  print,  manuscript  evidence  has  been  gaining  new 
value — not  just  because  it  is  not  as  heavily  mediated,  but  also 
because  it  provides  a  different  perspective.  Other  new  sources 
are  scanned  books  and  periodical  files,  which  can  be  analyzed 
quantitatively  or  graphically. 

Along  with  these  new  sources,  new  techniques  are  emerging 
for  book  historians,  too.  Developments  are  occurring  in  three 
general  areas:  microcomputer-based  quantification;  optical 
character  recognition,  which  opens  the  possibility  that  data  will 
no  longer  have  to  be  keyed  in,  but  only  proofread  and  cor¬ 
rected;  and  record  linkage  between  data  sets  made  of  authors, 
producers,  disseminators,  and  consumers. 
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Another  new  technique  borrows  from  the  old  one  of  inten¬ 
sive  textual  analysis.  The  New  Critics  made  such  analysis  of  im¬ 
portant  texts  their  strong  point,  while  they  neglected  and  even 
disparaged  historicist  studies  of  authorship  and  production  that 
remain  the  focus  of  much  work  of  book  historians  today.  But 
some  book  historians  are  redeploying  intensive  textual  analysis 
away  from  printed  texts  themselves  and  applying  it  instead  to 
the  texts  that  readers  have  left — for  example,  in  the  form  of  let¬ 
ters  and  diaries — about  the  printed  materials  they  encountered. 
After  all,  this  is  one  good  approach  to  exploring  the  history  of 
meaning  that  we  mentioned  at  the  outset. 

Once  it  is  clear  that  book  history  contributes  to  the  history 
of  meaning  (a  greater  project  being  pursued  by  ’cultural  histori¬ 
ans  all  over  the  world),  its  role  in  the  electronic  information  age 
becomes  clearer  as  well.  For  the  sociocultural  mediations  of 
print  resemble  in  many  ways  those  of  other  media.  But  with 
book  history  we  have  great  longitudinal  advantage,  for  the  study 
stretches  back  to  the  mid-fifteenth  century.  In  that  vast  pageant 
of  history,  the  book  has  played  many  roles  indeed — a  reminder 
to  prophets  and  critics  who  view  mediating  technologies  in  a 
deterministic  fashion,  as  heralding  either  an  electronic  utopia  or 
dystopia. 
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Some  Important  Periodicals 
for  Book  Historians 


AB  Bookman’s  Weekly  (1967—) 

Advertising  Age  (1 93  0-) 

American  Journalism  (1983-) 

American  Literature  (1929—) 

American  Model  Printer  (1879-82) 

American  Periodicals  (1991-) 

American  Pressman  (1890—1968) 

American  Printing  History  Association  Newsletter  (1974—) 
Antiquarian  Bookman  (1948—67) 

Bibliographical  Society,  Transactions  (1892—1920) 
Bibliographical  Society  of  America,  Papers  (1904—) 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Canada,  Papers  (1962—) 
Bibliographie  der  Buch-  und  Bibliothekgeschichte  (1982—) 
Bibliography  Newsletter  (1973-80) 

Biblion:The  Bulletin  of  the  New  York  Public  Library  (1992—) 
Book  Club  of  California  Quarterly  News  Letter  (1933—) 
Book  Collector  (1952-61) 

Book  History  (1998—) 

Bookplate  Journal  (1983—90) 

Book  Research  Quarterly  (1985—91) 

Books  at  Brown  (1938—) 

Books  at  Iowa  (1964-96) 

Book  Trade  History  Group  Newsletter  (1986-) 

Bookway s  (1991—) 

British  Library  Journal  (1975—) 
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Bull  and  Branch  (1991—) 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (1834—1962) 

Bulletin  of  Research  in  the  Humanities  (1978-87) 
Bulletin  of  the  NewYork  Public  Library  (1897-1977) 
Choice  (1964-) 

Collectible  Newspapers  (1984—) 

The  Craftsman  (1967-) 

Daguerrian  Annual  (1990-) 

Dime  Novel  Round-Up  (1931—) 

Early  American  Literature  (1966-) 

Editor  &  Publisher  (1901-) 

Emerson  Society  Quarterly  (ESQ)  (1955—) 

Ephemera  Journal  (1987-) 

Fourth  Estate  (1894-1927) 

Gazette  of  the  Grolier  Club  (1921-48;  1966-) 

Graphic  Arts  Monthly  (1929-) 

Guild  of  Book  Workers  Journal  (1962—) 

Guild  Reporter  (193  3-) 

Gutenberg-Jahrbuch  (1926-) 

Hand  Papermaking  (1986-) 

Harvard  Library  Bulletin  (1947—) 

History  of  Reading  News  (1976—) 

Huntington  Library  Quarterly  (1937—) 

Imprint  (1976—) 

Ink  &  Gall  (1987-) 

Inland  Printer  (later  American  Printer)  (1883—) 
Journalism  and  Mass  Communication  Quarterly  (199 5-) 
Journalism  History  (1974—) 

Journalism  Quarterly  (1928—95) 

Journalist  (1884-1907) 

Journal  of  Library  History  (title  varies)  (1966—87) 
Journal  of  the  Printing  Historical  Society  (1965—) 
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Libraries  &  Culture  (1988-) 

Library  Quarterly  (1931—) 

Map  Collector  (1977—96) 

Miniature  Book  News  (1965-73;  1978-87) 

New  Bookbinder  (1981—) 

New  England  Book  and  Text  Studies  (1994—) 

Newspaperdom  (1892—1924) 

Numismatic  Literature  (1947—) 

Old  Print  Shop  Portfolio  (1941— c.  1977) 

The  Paper  Maker  (later  Paper)  (1932—70) 

Print  Collector’s  Newsletter  (1970-96)  /  , 

Printer’s  Ink  (later  Marketing /Communications)  (1888-1967) 
Printing  History  (1979—) 

Print  Quarterly  (1984—) 

Proof-Sheet  (1867-82) 

P  S.  A  ^Quarterly  Journal  of  Postal  History  (1977-93) 
Publishers’  Auxiliary  (1865—) 

Publishing  History  (1977—) 

Publishing  Research  Quarterly  (1991—) 

Rare  Books  and  Manuscript  Librarianship  (1986—) 

Resources  for  American  Literary  Study  (1971—) 

Scholarly  Publishing,  Journal  (1969—) 

SHARP  News  (1991-) 

Studies  in  Bibliography  (1949^) 

Studies  in  Bibliography  and  Booklore  (1953—) 

Studies  in  the  American  Renaissance  (1977—95) 

Typographical  Journal  (1889—) 

Wolfenbutteler  Bibliotheks-Informationen  (1976-) 
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actually  goes  to  1968  for  English-language  material  and  to  1970  for  ma¬ 
terial  in  other  languages),  PREMARC,  consists  of  approximately  4.8  mil¬ 
lion  records.  Although  this  covers  only  LC  materials,  while  the  NUC 
contains  contributing  library  entries,  the  on-line  catalog  is  relatively 
complete.  Still,  NUC  and  other  LC  printed  catalogs  are  more  so.  The  on¬ 
line  records  have  been  electronically  converted  from  the  LC  shelflist  and 
hence  do  not  have  the  detail  of  full,  standard  modern  cataloging  under 
the  MARC  (MHchme-Readable  Cataloging)  format,  which  is  available 
at  other  large  institutions.  However,  1.3  million  of  the  original  scanty  on- 
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records.  We  thank  Kay  D.  Guiles,  cataloging  policy  specialist,  Library  of 
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ing  and  data  retrieval  are  also  offered  through  some  older  networks,  like 
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The  literature  on  book  history  in  the  United  States  is  so 
vast  that  this  list  has  to  be  highly  selective.  Since  the  list  provides 
scholarly  support  for  our  discussion,  we  have  organized  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  main  divisions  of  our  text,  but  it  does  not  con¬ 
tain  every  reference  cited  in  the  notes.  Further,  the  list  includes 
primary  as  well  as  secondary  sources,  since  primary  sources 
serve  as  examples.  Most  of  the  secondary  sources  treat  American 
topics,  but  occasionally  books  and  articles  dealing  with  Europe 
are  cited  where  American  sources  are  lacking.  Since  the  colo¬ 
nial  period  is  best  considered  within  the  framework  of  British 
provincialism,  sources  from  the  period  after  independence 
dominate  the  list.  Because  our  emphasis  is  historical,  we  have 
limited  the  number  of  references  on  the  state  of  the  book  trades 
in  the  past  decade  or  so.  Our  goal  is  to  provide  beginners  with 
an  array  of  sources  that  more  or  less  represent  the  current  state 
of  book  history  in  terms  of  approaches,  not  content.  Hence,  we 
did  not  seek  full  chronological  or  regional  coverage  for  each  di¬ 
vision  of  the  text.  Scattered  throughout  the  list  are  references 
that  may  not  deal  with  book  history  per  se,  yet  are  methodo¬ 
logically  essential. 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

Brown,  Richard  D.  Knowledge  Is  Power:  The  Diffusion  of  Information  in  Early 
America,  1700—1865.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1989. 

Charvat, William.  Literary  Publishing  in  America,  1 790-1850.  1959;  Amherst: 
University  of  Massachusetts  Press,  1993. 

Clement,  Richard  W.  The  Book  in  America:  With  Images  from  the  Library  of 
Congress.  Golden,  Colo.:  Fulcrum  Publishing,  1996. 
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Cultural  Life  in  Rural  New  England,  1780—1855.  Knoxville:  University 
of  Tennessee  Press,  1989. 
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Martin,  Henri-Jean,  and  Roger  Chartier.  Histoire  de  V edition  frangaise.  4 
vols.  Paris:  Promodis,  1983—86. 

McLuhan,  Marshall.  The  Gutenberg  Galaxy:  The  Making  of  Typographic 
Man.  Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press,  1962. 

McMurtrie,  Douglas  C.  A  History  of  Printing  in  the  United  States  :The  Story 
of  the  Introduction  of  the  Press  and  of  Its  History  and  Influence  during  the 
Pioneer  Period  in  Each  State  of  the  Union,  vol.  2,  Middle  and  South 
Atlantic  States.  New  York:  R.  R.  Bowker,  1936. 

Mott,  Frank  Luther.  Golden  Multitudes:  The  Story  of  Best  Sellers  in  the 
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.  “Transcendentalism  in  Print:  Production,  Dissemination,  and 
Common  Reception.”  In  Transient  and  Permanent:  The  Transcendentalist 
Movement  and  Its  Contexts.  Edited  by  Charles  Gappgr  and  Conrad 
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note:  SeeTanselle,  Guide  to  the  Study  of  United  States  Imprints,  for  specific 
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American  Booktrade  Directory.  New  York:  R.  R.  Bowker,  1925—. 


Suggested  Readings  99 
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Wilson,  1965. 

Hoornstra,  Jean,  and  Trudy  Heath.  American  Periodicals,  1741— 1900:  An 
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Hargrave,  Catherine  Perry.  A  History  of  Playing  Cards  and  a  Bibliography  of 
Cards  and  Gaming.  Boston  and  New  York:  Houghton  Mifflin,  1930. 

Haskell,  Francis.  The  Painful  Birth  of  the  Art  Book.  London:  Thames  & 
Hudson,  1987. 

Horn,  David.  The  Literature  of  American  Music  in  Books  and  Folk  Music 
Collections:  A  Fully  Annotated  Bibliography.  Metuchen,  N.J.:  Scarecrow 
Press,  1977. 

Hunter,  David,  ed.  Music  Publishing  and  Collecting:  Essays  in  Honor  of 
Donald  W.  Krummel.  Urbana:  Graduate  School  of  Library  and 
Information  Science,  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign, 
1994-  f  . 

Janse, William  Morton.  The  History  of  Valentines:  An  Historical  Account  of  the 
Origin,  Evolution,  Development,  and  Value  of  Valentines  from  Earliest  Days 
to  the  Present  Time.  Chatham,  Mass.:  private  printing,  1950. 

Krummel,  Donald  W.  Bibliographical  Handbook  of  American  Music.  Urbana: 
University  of  Illinois  Press,  1987. 

- -y  The  Literature  of  Music  Bibliography :  An  Account  of  the  Writings  on 

the  History  of  Music,  Printing  and  Publishing.  Berkeley,  Calif.:  Fallen 
Leaf  Press,  1992. 

- .  The  Memory  of  Sound:  Observations  on  the  History  of  Music  on  Paper. 

Washington,  D.C.:  Library  of  Congress,  1988. 

Krummel,  Donald  W.,  and  others.  Resources  of  American  Music  History:  A 
Directory  of  Source  Materials  from  Colonial  Times  to  World  War  II. 
Urbana:  University  of  Illinois  Press,  1981. 

Lawrence,  Vera  Brodsky.  Strong  on  Music:  The  New  York  Music  Scene  in  the 
Days  of  George  Templeton  Strong,  1836-1875.  2  vols.  New  York:  Oxford 
University  Press,  1988— 

Loesser,  Arthur.  Men,  Women,  and  Pianos:  A  Social  History.  New  York: 
Simon  &  Schuster,  1954. 

Sanjek,  Russell.  American  Popular  Music  and  Its  Business:  The  First  Four 
HundredYears.  3  vols.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1988. 

- .  From  Print  to  Plastic:  Publishing  and  Promoting  America’s  Popular 

Music  (igoo—1980).  Brooklyn,  N.Y.:  Institute  for  Studies  in  American 
Music,  Conservatory  of  Music,  Brooklyn  College  of  the  City 
University  of  New  York,  1983. 

Sonneck,  Oscar.  A  Bibliography  of  Early  Secular  Music  (Eighteenth  Century). 
Revised  and  enlarged  by  William  Treat  Upton.  1909;  Washington, 
D.C.:  Library  of  Congress,  Music  Division,  1945. 


1 12  Suggested  Readings 

- .  Oscar  Sonneck  and  American  Music.  Edited  by  William  Lichten- 

wanger.  Urbana:  University  of  Illinois  Press,  1983. 

Staff,  Frank.  The  Valentine  and  Its  Origins.  New  York:  Praeger,  1969. 

Weiss,  Morry.  American  Greetings  Corporation.  New  York:  Newcomen 
Society  in  North  America,  1982. 

k.  Other  Private  Sector 

Bowker,  R.  R.  Publications  of  Societies:  A  Provisional  List  of  the  Publications  of 
American  Scientific,  Literary,  and  Other  Societies  from  Their  Organization. 
New  York:  Publishers’ Weekly,  1899. 

Marshall,  John.  Publication  of  Books  and  Monographs  by  Learned  Societies. 
Washington,  D.C.:  American  Council  of  Learned  Societies,  1931. 

Neufield,  Maurice  F.,  Daniel  J.  Leab,  and  Dorothy  Swanson.  American 
Working  Class  History:  A  Representative  Bibliography.  New  York:  R.  R. 
Bowker,  1983. 

Reynolds,  Lloyd  G.,  and  Charles  C.  Killingsworth.  Trade  Union  Publica¬ 
tions:  The  Official  Journals,  Convention  Proceedings,  and  Constitutions  of 
International  Unions  and  Federations,  1850—1941.  3  vols.  Baltimore: 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Press,  1944. 

Whitehill, Walter  Muir.  Independent  Historical  Societies: An  Inquiry  into  Their 
Research  and  Publication  Functions  and  Their  Financial  Future.  Boston: 
The  Boston  Athenasum;  distributed  by  Harvard  University  Press, 
1962. 

l.  Government 

Bowker,  Richard  R.  State  Publications:  A  Provisional  List  of  the  Official 
Publications  of  the  Several  States  of  the  United  States  from  Their 
Organization.  2  vols.  New  York:  Office  of  the  Publishers’ Weekly, 
1899-1908. 

Boyd,  Anne  Morris.  United  States  Government-Publications.  Third  edition. 
New  York:  Wilson,  1949. 

Childs,  James  B.  An  Account  of  Government  Document  Bibliography  in  the 
United  States  and  Elsewhere.  Third  edition.  Washington,  D.C.: 
Government  Printing  Office,  1942. 

Hodgson,  James  Goodwin.  The  Official  Publications  of  American  Counties: 
A  Union  List.  [Mimeograph.]  Fort  Collins,  Colo.:  Hodgson,  1937. 

Manvel,  Allen  D.  Checklist  of  Basic  Municipal  Documents.  Census  Bureau 
State  and  Local  Government  Special  Studies  27.  Washington,  D.C.: 
Government  Printing  Office,  1948. 
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Monthly  [Check-]List  of  State  Publications.  Washington,  D.C.:  Government 
Printing  Office,  1910—. 

Morehead,Joe.  Introduction  to  United  States  Government  Information  Sources. 
Fifth  edition.  Englewood,  Colo.:  Libraries  Unlimited,  1996. 

Palic,  Vladimir  M.  Government  Publications:  A  Guide  to  Bibliographic  Tools. 
Fourth  edition.  Washington,  D.C.:  Library  of  Congress,  1975. 

Powell,  John  Harvey.  The  Books  of  a  New  Nation:  United  States  Government 
Publications,  1774—1814.  Philadelphia:  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  1957. 

Schmeckebier,  Laurence  F.,  and  Roy  B.  Eastin.  Government  Publications  and 
Their  Use.  Washington,  D.C.:  Brookings  Institution,  1969. 

m.  Translations  and  Imitations  i  , 

■  f 

Clegg’s  International  Directory  of  the  World’s  Book  Trade.’  London:  J.  Clarke 
and  others,  1886—1950. 

Cumulative  Index  to  English  Translations,  1948—1968.  2  vols.  Boston:  G.  K. 
Hall,  1973. 

Dardis,  Tom.  Firebrand :  The  Life  of  Horace  Liveright.  New  York:  Random 
House,  1995. 

Diehl,  Carl.  Americans  and  German  Scholarship,  1770—1870.  New  Haven, 
Conn.: Yale  University  Press,  1978. 

Granqvist,  Raoul.  Imitation  as  Resistance:  Appropriations  of  English  Literature 
in  Nineteenth-Century  America.  Madison,  N.J.:  Fairleigh  Dickinson 
Press,  1995. 

League  of  Nations  [later  UNESCO],  International  Institute  of  Intel¬ 
lectual  Co-operation.  Index  Translationum:  Repertoire  International  des 
Traductions / International  Bibliography  of  Translations.  Paris:  League  of 
Nations,  1932—  [suspended  during  World  War  II], 

McLaughlin,  Kevin.  Writing  in  Parts:  Imitation  and  Exchange  in  Nineteenth- 
Century  Literature.  Stanford,  Calif.:  Stanford  University  Press,  1995. 

Morgan,  Bayard  Quincy.  A  Critical  Bibliography  of  German  Literature  in 
English  Translation,  1481—1927.  Second  edition.  1938;  New  York: 
Scarecrow  Press,  1965. 

Olmsted,  Hugh  M.  Translations  and  Translating:  A  Selected  Bibliography  of 
Bibliographies,  Indexes,  and  Guides.  Binghamton,  N.Y.:  Center  for 
Translation  and  Intercultural  Communication,  1975. 

Pochmann,  Henry  August.  German  Culture  in  America:  Philosophical  and 
Literary  Influences,  1600-1900.  Madison:  University  of  Wisconsin 
Press,  1957. 
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Vogel,  Stanley  M.  German  Literary  Influences  on  the  American  Transcen- 
dentalists.  1955;  Hamden,  Conn.:  Archon  Books,  1970. 

Zboray,  Ronald  J.,  and  Mary  Saracino  Zboray.  “The  Mysteries  of  New 
England:  Eugene  Sue  s ‘Imitators,’  1 844.”  Nineteenth- Century  Contexts 
22,  no.  3  (2000). 

n.  Serials 

American  Society  of  Newspaper  Editors,  Newspaper  History  Task  Force 
[JonVanden  Heuvel],  Untapped  Sources :  America’s  Newspaper  Archives 
and  Histories.  Edited  by  Craig  LaMay  and  Martha  FitzSimon.  New 
York:  Gannett  Foundation  Media  Center,  Columbia  University, 
1991. 

Baldasty,  Gerald  J.  The  Commercialization  of  News  in  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
Madison:  University  ofWisconsin  Press,  1992. 

Clark,  Charles  E.  The  Public  Prints:  The  Newspaper  in  Anglo-American 
Culture,  1663-1740.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1994. 

Cloud,  Barbara  Lee.  The  Business  of  Newspapers  on  the  Western  Frontier. 
Reno:  University  of  Nevada  Press,  1992. 

Copeland,  David  A.  Colonial  American  Newspapers:  Character  and  Content. 
Newark:  University  of  Delaware  Press,  1997. 

Dicken  Garcia,  Hazel. Journalistic  Standards  in  Nineteenth- Century  America. 
Madison:  University  ofWisconsin  Press,  1989. 

Hoerder,  Dirk.  The  Immigrant  Labor  Press  in  North  America,  1840s— 1970s:  An 
Annotated  Bibliography.  3  vols.  New  York:  Greenwood  Press,  1987. 

Humphrey,  Carol  Sue.  The  Press  of  the  Young  Republic,  1783-1833.  Westport, 
Conn.:  Greenwood  Press,  1996. 

- .  “This  Popular  Engine”:  New  England  Newspapers  during  the 

American  Revolution,  1773-1789.  Newark:  University  of  Delaware 
Press,  1992. 

Leonard,  Thomas  C.  News  for  All:  America’s  Coming-of-Age  with  the  Press. 
New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1995. 

- .  The  Power  of  the  Press:  The  Birth  of  American  Political  Reporting. 

New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1986. 

Levy,  Leonard  Williams.  Emergence  of  a  Free  Press.  Revised  and  enlarged 
edition.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1985. 

Lewis,  Benjamin  M.  A  Register  of  Editors,  Printers,  and  Publishers  of  American 
Magazines,  1741-1810.  New  York:  New  York  Public  Library,  1957. 

Miller,  Sally  M.  The  Ethnic  Press  in  the  United  States:  A  Historical  Analysis 
and  Handbook.  New  York:  Greenwood  Press,  1987. 
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Mott,  Frank  Luther.  American  Journalism:  A  History,  1690  to  i960.  Third 
edition.  New  York:  Macmillan,  1962. 

- •  A  History  of  American  Magazines.  5  vols.  Cambridge:  Harvard 

University  Press,  1938-68. 

Olasky,  Marvin  N.  Central  Ideas  in  the  Development  of  American  Journalism: 
A  Narrative  History.  Hillsdale,  N.J.:  Lawrence  Erlbaum  Associates, 
1991. 

Pratte,  Paul  Alfred.  Gods  within  the  Machine:  A  History  of  the  American 
Society  of  Newspaper  Editors,  1923—1993.  Westport,  Conn.:  Praeger, 
1995- 

Price,  Kenneth  M.,  and  Susan  Belasco  Smith,  eds.  Periodical  Literature  in 
Nineteenth-Century  America.  Charlottesville:  University  Press  of 
Virginia,  1995.  j 

- .  Social  Texts:  Nineteenth- Century  American  Tlterature  in  Periodical 

Contexts.  Charlottesville:  University  Press  of  Virginia,  1995. 

Reed,  Barbara  Straus.  Outsiders  in  Nineteenth-Century  Press  History: 
Multicultural  Perspectives.  Bowling  Green,  Ohio:  Bowling  Green  State 
University  Popular  Press,  1995. 

Smithyjeffrey  Alan.  Printers  and  Press  Freedom:  The  Ideology  of  Early 
American  Journalism.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1988. 

Summers,  Mark  W.  The  Press  Gang:  Newspapers  and  Politics,  1865-1878. 
Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1994. 


B.  PRODUCERS 

I.  Writers’  Personal  and  Professional  Papers 

note:  See  Tanselle’s  Author  Lists,  Guide  to  the  Study  of  United  States 
Imprints,  162—302. 

American  Council  of  Learned  Societies.  The  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography.  22  vols.  New  York:  C.  Scribner’s  Sons,  1928—58. 

Anesko,  Michael.  “Friction  with  the  Market”:  Henry  James  and  the  Profession 
of  Authorship.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1986. 

Bell,  Michael  Davitt.  “Conditions  of  Literary  Vocation.”  In  The  Cambridge 
History  of  American  Literature,  vol.  2,  Prose  Writing,  1 820-1 865 .  Edited  by 
Sacvan  Bercovitch.  Cambridge:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1995. 

Buell,  Lawrence.  New  England  Literary  Culture:  From  Revolution  through 
Renaissance.  Cambridge:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1986. 

Charvat,  William.  The  Profession  of  Authorship  in  America,  1800-1870:  The 
Papers  of  William  Charvat.  Edited  by  Matthew  J.Bruccoli.  Columbus: 
Ohio  State  University  Press,  1968. 
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Coultrap-McQuin,  Susan.  Doing  Literary  Business: American  Women  Writers 
in  the  Nineteenth  Century.  Chapel  Hill :  University  of  North  Carolina 
Press,  1990. 

Dauber,  Kenneth.  The  Idea  of  Authorship  in  America:  Democratic  Poetics  from 
Franklin  to  Melville.  Madison:  University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  1990. 

Dictionary  of  Literary  Biography.  Detroit:  Gale  Research,  1978—. 

Duyckinck,  Evert  A.,  and  George  L.  Duyckinck.  Cyclopoedia  of  American 
Literature.  ...  2  vols.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner,  1855. 

Fay,  Susan  Barrera.  “A  Modest  Celebrity:  Literary  Reputation  and  the 
Marketplace  in  Antebellum  America.”  Ph.D.  diss.,  George 
Washington  University,  1992. 

Fine,  Richard.  Hollywood  and  the  Profession  of  Authorship,  1928—1940.  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.:  UMI  Research  Press,  1985. 

Fink,  Steven.  Prophet  in  the  Marketplace:  Thoreau’s  Development  as  a 
Professional  Writer.  Princeton,  N.J.:  Princeton  University  Press,  1992. 

Goodrich,  Samuel  G.  Recollections  of  a  Lifetime;  or,  Men  and  Things  I  Have 
Seen.  2  vols.  New  York:  Miller,  Orton  &  Mulligan,  1856. 

A  Guide  to  the  Harry  Ransom  Humanities  Research  Center.  Austin:  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas,  1990. 

Habermas,  Jurgen.  The  Structural  Transformation  of  the  Public  Sphere:  An 
Inquiry  into  a  Category  of  Bourgeois  Society.  Translated  by  Thomas 
Burger.  1962;  Cambridge,  Mass.:  MIT  Press,  1989. 

Hamilton,  Gail  [Mary  Abigail  Dodge],  A  Battle  of  the  Books,  Recorded  by 
an  Unknown  Writer  for  the  Use  of  Authors  and  Publishers.  Cambridge, 
Mass.:  Riverside  Press,  1870. 

Hemingway,  Ernest.  Ernest  Hemingway  on  Writing.  New  York:  Scribner, 
1984- 

Henry  E.  Huntington  Library  and  Art  Gallery.  Guide  to  Literary 
Manuscripts  in  the  Huntington  Library.  San  Marino,  Calif.:  Huntington 
Library,  1979. 

Hinding,  Andrea,  ed.  Women’s  History  Sources:  A  Guide  to  Archives  and 
Manuscript  Collections  in  the  United  States.  2  vols.  New  York:  Bowker, 
1979- 

Index  to  Personal  Names  in  the  National  Union  Catalog  of  Manuscript 
Collections  1959-1984.  2  vols.  Alexandria,  Va.:  Chadwyck-Healey, 
1988. 

James,  Edward,  ed.  Notable  American  Women,  1607—1950.  3  vols.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.:  Belknap  Press  of  Harvard  University  Press,  1971. 
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Kaenel,  Andre.  “Words  Are  Things”:  Herman  Melville  and  the  Invention  of 
Authorship  in  Antebellum  America.  Bern:  P.  Lang,  1992. 

Kelley,  Mary.  Private  Woman,  Public  Stage:  Literary  Domesticity  in  Nineteenth- 
Century  America.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1984. 

Kingston,  Paul  William,  and  Jonathan  R.  Cole.  The  Wages  of  Writing:  Per 
Word,  Per  Piece,  or  Perhaps.  New  York:  Columbia  University  Press, 
1986. 

Kunitz,  Stanley  J.,  and  Howard  Maycraft,  eds.  American  Authors, 
i66o—igoo:A  Biographical  Dictionary  of  American  Literature.  New  York: 
H.W.  Wilson,  1938. 

La  Beau,  Dennis,  ed.  Author  Biographies  Master  Index.  ...  2  vols.  Detroit: 
Gale  Research,  1978. 

Leff,  Leonard  J.  Hemingway  and  His  Conspirators:  Hollywood  ^Scribner’s,  and 
the  Making  of  American  Celebrity  Culture.  Lanham,  Md.:  Rowman  & 
Littlefield,  1997. 

Lentricchia,  Frank.  “Byron  in  America:  The  Later  Nineteenth  Century.” 
M.A.  thesis,  Duke  University,  1963. 

Levy,  Andrew.  The  Culture  and  Commerce  of  the  American  Short  Story. 
Cambridge:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1994. 

Mainiero,  Lina,  ed.  American  Women  Writers:  A  Critical  Reference  Guide  from 
Colonial  Times  to  the  Present.  5  vols.  New  York:  Ungar,  1979—94. 

McWhirter,  David,  ed.  Henry  James’s  New  York  Edition:  The  Construction  of 
Authorship.  Stanford,  Calif.:  Stanford  University  Press,  1995. 

Meyers,  Jeffrey.  Edmund  Wilson:  A  Biography.  Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin, 
1995- 

Miller,  Perry.  The  Raven  and  the  Whale:The  War  of  Words  and  Wits  in  the  Era 
of  Poe  and  Melville.  New  York:  Harcourt,  Brace,  1956. 

Modern  Language  Association  of  America,  Center  for  Scholarly 
Editions.  The  Center  for  Scholarly  Editions:  An  Introductory  Statement. 
New  York:  Modern  Language  Association  of  America,  1977. 

National  Union  Catalog  of  Manuscript  Collections.  Washington,  D.C.:  Library 
of  Congress,  1959—63. 

Nelson,  Raymond.  Van  Wyck  Brooks:  A  Writer’s  Life.  New  York:  Dutton, 
1981. 

Newbury,  Michael.  Figuring  Authorship  in  Antebellum  America.  Stanford, 
Calif.:  Stanford  University  Press,  1997. 

Paul,  Sherman.  Edmund  Wilson:  A  Study  of  Literary  Vocation  in  Our  Time. 
Urbana:  University  of  Illinois  Press,  1965. 


1 1 8  5 ugges ted  Readi ngs 

Post-Lauria,  Sheila.  Correspondent  Colorings:  Melville  in  the  Marketplace. 
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Rasula,  Jed.  The  American  Poetry  Wax  Musuem:  Reality  Effects,  1940—1990. 
Urbana,  Ill.:  National  Council  ofTeachers  of  English,  1996. 

Renker,  Elizabeth.  Strike  through  the  Mask:  Herman  Melville  and  the  Scene  of 
Writing.  Baltimore:  Johns  Hopkins  University  Press,  1996. 

Rice,  Grantland  S.  The  Transformation  of  Authorship  in  America.  Chicago: 
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Rowland,  William  G.,Jr.  Literature  and  the  Marketplace:  Romantic  Writers  and 
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Hill:  University  of  North  Carohna  Press,  1997. 

Sicherman,  Barbara,  and  Carol  Hurd  Green,  eds.  Notable  American  Women: 
The  Modern  Period.  Cambridge,  Mass.:  Belknap  Press  of  Harvard 
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Spencer,  Benjamin  Townley.  The  Quest  for  Nationality:  An  American 
Literary  Campaign.  Syracuse,  N.Y.:  Syracuse  University  Press,  1957. 

Szladits,  Lola  L.  Perennials:  A  Liftieth  Anniversary  Selection  from  the  Berg 
Collection.  New  York:  New  York  Public  Library,  1988. 

Tweedie,  F.  J.,  S.  Singh,  and  D.  I.  Holmes.  “Neural  Network  Applications 
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Philadelphia:  University  of  Pennsylvania  Press,  1988. 

White,  Luke,  Jr.  Henry  William  Herbert  and  the  American  Publishing  Scene, 
1831—1858.  Newark,  N.J.:  Carteret  Book  Club,  1943. 

Wilson,  Christopher  P.  The  Labor  of  Words:  Literary  Professionalism  in  the 
Progressive  Era.  Athens:  University  of  Georgia  Press,  1985. 

Wilson,  James  Grant,  and  John  Fiske,  eds.  Appleton’s  Cyclopedia  of  American 
Biography.  6  vols.  New  York:  D.  Appleton,  1887—89. 
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The  Industry  and  Its  Audiences.  Edited  by  Erwin  K.  Thomas  and 
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